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COMPUTERS AND LEGAL EDUCATION

The NSWSCL in conjunction with The College of Law held 
a seminar on Law Teaching Involving Computers on 28 
March 1984 at the College of Law. The Conference was 
chaired by Graham Greenleaf, President of the NSWSCL, 
and Peter Underwood, Instructor at the College of Law.
Representatives attended from the following legal 
institutions: The College of Law, Kuring-gai College of 
Advanced Education, Macquarie University, University of 
N.S.W., University of Sydney, N.S.W. Institute of 
Technology and the ANU Legal Workshop. There was 
much discussion of the advantages of co-ordination and 
co-operation among the various legal education institutions 
as they take their first steps into the computer age. It was 
agreed that periodic seminars of this kind would be 
valuable.
A representative of each institution gave a summary of its 
achievements and plans.
N.S.W. Institute of Technology
Dr Roger Brown reported that the Institute offers a course 
in “Law & Computers” in the Law Faculty. There is no 
component of computer use training in this course, which is 
specifically directed at the legal problems raised by 
information technology, and the problems for technology 
created by the law. However, the course does provide an 
introduction to the logic of retrieval systems.
The Faculty currently uses a mini-computer for word 
processing and administration, but this system is due for 
replacement in 1985. Although access to the Institute’s 
main computers is possible, there are no software packages 
held anywhere within the Institute that are of use in legal 
matters. Nor is it likely that substantial computer facilities 
will become available in the future.
In Dr Brown’s view, it is clear that all legal education bodies 
should strive to achieve computer systems that will be 
mutually compatible at, at least, the operating system level. 
Perhaps the ideal is a collection of micro-computers that 
can be connected to a central mini-computer for major 
tasks, but which can operate alone for word processing and 
lesser work.
University of N.S.W
Dr Alan Tyree reported that the UNSW Faculty of Law has 
used a small data base consisting of some 200 odd cases 
concerning liability for actions of animals. The system, 
CARL (Computer Assisted Research in Law) is used in 
Legal Research and Writing, a course taken by all students 
in their first year of law. The system is run on the 
University’s VAX computer.
Research activities include EFT (Alan Tyree, Jane Levine), 
Artificial Intelligence (Alan Tyree) and Software Protection 
(Jill McKeough).
the faculty has recently placed an order for a small 68000 
tiasic machine which will be used for administrative 
purposes. It sees further development based on micros, 
ultimately finished in a local area network (LAN).

The Faculty has recently announced the formation of a 
Centre for the Study of Law and Technology (details 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter).
University of Sydney
Richard Vann of the Law School of Sydney University 
reported on the following areas:
Research The Law School has a line to the main frame 
computer on the main campus and is conducting 
sociological research on the family and the law, as well as a 
five year social profile of Sydney law students. (The Law 
School is separate from the campus which creates problems 
for computer users of the Law School).
Paul Ward uses computer analysis for work in criminal 
statistics. He uses the mainframe on campus and the NSW 
Public Service Computer.
Lyndel Prott and Pat O’Keefe are involved in a large project 
collecting and analysing the law of cultural heritage. The 
material is to be stored on computer and a line to the 
campus main frame will be shortly installed for this purpose.

Course Planning The Faculty Committee on 
Computing has prepared a plan whereby each student 
would receive 3 hours per year training in data retrieval (i.e. 
CLIRS). The intention is to integrate this training into 
individual courses and not to treat the instruction as 
separate.
New Staff The Faculty will shortly be acquiring two new 
staff members with skills in the computer area which will 
greatly increase expertise in the Faculty.

Computer Assisted Instruction Paul Ward is 
currently developing tutorials in the Criminal Statistics area 
which he hopes to use in 1985.
Equipment The Faculty is about to double its dedicated 
word processing facilities. Four micro computers will be 
acquired in 1984 (two being quite powerful machines). The 
University Committee on Computing which is to report in 
April seems to be favourably disposed to the Faculty’s 
request for a mini computer (a VAX) and a substantial 
number of terminals. It is hoped to be able to increase the 
number of micro computers significantly in 1985.
Student Interest A group of students are currently 
seeking to establish a database in income tax law (along the 
lines of the Wollongong project on company law).
Library The Library is about to purchase a terminal which 
it will use to access CLIRS and a variety of bibliographic 
data bases.
Macquarie University
Graham Greenleaf reported that there was little interest in 
any aspect of computing within the School of Law.
There are no current plans to teach retrieval skills, or 
substantive ‘computer law’. The only use of computers for 
research purposes is a limited use of commercial 
bibliographic databases.
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ANU Legal Workshop
Alan Hogan reported that the Australian National 
University Legal Workshop has identified a number of 
needs for computing, but as yet has no computerised 
systems operating.
The College of Law
The College uses its own WANG computer typesetting for 
the production of much of its printed material. WANG 
word processing is used extensively in office administration 
within the College. The College has access to the 
Kuring-gai College of Advanced Education Prime, soon to 
be by dedicated line. Already the computer is used for 
programming and class allocation and for self education by 
instructors.

Peter Underwood, the first Francis Fellow of the College, 
will spend the 6 months of his fellowship investigating the 
fuller utilization of computers within the College in future, 
as explained more fully elsewhere in this newsletter.
Common Operating Systems?
Throughout the seminar Alan Tyree stressed the value of 
co-operative development of legal instructional software. 
The costs of such development were prohibitively high if it 
was only to be developed and used at one institution. If 
co-operative development was to occur, it would be of great 
benefit if different institutions used computers with 
common operating systems. In Dr Tyree’s view the most 
likely suitable operating system was UNIX.

Keith Thomas has introduced a word processing exercise 
into the students’ course on the administration of estates. It 
is hoped that such projects will be expanded with the 
gift/loan of several P.C.’s by IBM or Apple. Several 
instructors and the Managing Editor of the Centre for Legal 
Information and Publications have their own P.C.’s and 
have formed a committee to discuss computer matters.

The seminar agreed to establish a working party, to be 
convened by Jane Levine of UNSW, to consider the 
feasibility of such a common operating system.
It was also agreed that the College and the Society should 
jointly convene another seminar when there were sufficient 
new developments to warrant one.

Some of the participants in the Seminar on Law Teaching Involving Computers (left to right):

Graham Greenleaf, Macquarie University Law School, President of the NSWSCL; Richard 
I ann;,x,t«?r Lecturer’ Sydney University Law School; Andrew Terry, Senior Lecturer in 
Law UNSW Commerce Faculty; Dick Godfrey-Smith, Acting Dean, NSWIT Law School- 
Professor Don Harding, Dean, UNSW Law School, Peter Underwood, Instructor, 
Co ege of Law; Jill Matthews, Managing Editor, Centre for Legal Information & Publications, 
College of Law, Editor “Computers & Law”; Alan Tyree, Senior Lecturer, UNSW Law School; 
David Lewis, UNSW Law School,Database Manager CLIRS, Secretary of the NSWSCL; Alan 
Hogan, Head of the ANU Legal Workshop and Kathy Beadley, Librarian College of Law.


