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Submissions 

The ABA invites public 

submissions on an issues 

paper which will be found 

on the ABA web site, from 

mid-February, at 

www.aba .gov au/ 

whats_new/index. htm. 

Public su bm issions will be 

placed on the web site as 

they are received . 

Anti-siphoning 
investigation 

The Minister for Communications, In formation 

Technology and the Arts has asked the ABA to 

ass ist w ith a review of the events protected under 

anti -s iphoning provisions of the Broadcasting 
Services Act 1992 

In a direction of 22 D ecemb r 2000, the Minister 

requested the ABA conduct an investigation into 

which events should be removed from or added 

to the anti-siphoning list. The investigation is also 

to repo rt on the elate or elates on which 

protection should expire for rhese events. 

In conducting the investigation the ABA is to 

have regard to the policy that an event should 

onl y be included in the list if the event has been 

consistentl y broadcast by free-to-a ir television 
broadcasters in the past five years . 

Siphoning means the obtaining o f the excl usive 

ri ghts ( i.e. both free-to-a ir and pay TV ri ghts) by a 

pay TV li censee to broadcast an event (or 

events) , so that those events cannot be received 

on free-to-air television and would onl y be 

ava ilable to subscribers of the pa y TV se rvice. 

The anti-s iphoning regime is a mechanism by 

which the Minister ca n fo rmall y list events which 

are to be ava ilable on free-to-a ir television fo r 

viewing by the general public. The anti ­

siphoning list is not a list of sporting events 

reserved solely for free-to-air television . It does 
not compel free-to-air broadcasters to acquire the 

rights to I istecl events a ncl does not guarantee 

them exclusive rights to such events. However it 

does give them priority over pay TV li censee for 

the acquisition of ri ghts to listed events. 

The current anti -s iphon ing Ii.st contains spo rts 

events in 11 ca tegories 

a ncl has effect until 

'yJf WArJr-ro 
31 December 2004. The 

exception to this is the 

2006 tournament o f 1he· 

FIFA World Cup Soccer· 

which was added to the 

list by the Ministe r in 

May 2000 . 
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Under the ant i­

.si phoning rul es the r ight 

to broadcast listed e ents 

ca n onl y he acquirecl h1y 

pay TV li censees if 

broadcast ri gh ts a re he! cl 

by comn1ercial telev lisicm 

li censees (who have thle 

right to televise the eve:nt 

to a total of more tha n 

ABA~Update 

50 per cem of the Australian populat io n) r by a 

national television broadcaster (the ABC or SBS). 

The ABA will invite public submiss io son an 

issues paper scheduled for release in earl y 

February 2001. 

The issues paper w ill be found on the ABA ·web 

site at www.aba.gov.au/ whats_new/ inclex. htm 

and publi c submiss ions wi ll be placed on the 

web site as they are received. 

The ABA is due to report to the Mini ter by 

30 June 2001. 

ABA collects $211.4m in 
television and radio licence 
fees 
The ABA has co llected commercial broadcasting 

licence fees of $211 .4 milli on . The fees are based 

on revenu ea rned by commercial television and 

rad io services during the 1999-00 fin ancial 

period . 

Th is is a modest increase on last yea r's figu re 

o f $211. 1 million , refl ecting th e rebate that have 

been cla imccl by eligible regional telev ision 

l icensees,' sa id Professor Flint. 'Th ese are 

l icensees who have indicated they wi l l conve rt 

from analog to d igital transmiss ion hy 30 June 

2001 and may claim a rebate under the Eegional 

Equ ilisation Plan .' 

The ABA co llected $196.9 milli on fro m 48 

commercial television services (compared with 

S19 .4 milli on from the same number o f serv ices 

in the previous yea r) and .' 14.5 million from 240 
commercial radi o services (compared w ith 

S12.7 milli on from 226 services in the previous 
_rear). 

Annual li cence fees are ca lculated on a 

p ercentage of a licensee's gross ea rni ngs for the 

prev ious financial period. Figures from licence 

fees pa id by individual operators are not 

published in order to preserve confiden ti ~ilit y. 

A sma ll number of operators ha ve yet to p ~t y or 

ha ve not paid th e correct fee. Li cence fees 

co llected go to the Commonvvea lth 's 

consoliclatecl revenue. 

The introducti on of the l\eg ional Equa li -;a ri on 

Plan in 2000 enabled regional rel e,·isio n licensees 

to claim rebates totalling $15.1 million. T 1is 

recognises that reg ional telev ision licensees foce 

h igh er per ca pita costs in converting to digital 

hroacl casting, compared \\'ilh th eir metro'.)o litan 

coLU nterparts. Whil e metropolitan televisi l)n 

l ice nsees were required to begin digital 

t ransmiss ion from 1 January 2001, region_il 

l icensees ca n do so between that elate anJ 

1 J;:irn uary 2004. 


