
From the Chairman

A farewell message
I consider myself most fortunate to have spent the 
past dozen years as head of the ACCC and its 
predecessor, the Trade Practices Commission. A  job 
is far more than just a job if it involves working in 
the interest of a fairer society. And there is no doubt 
that a more competitive economy brings benefits to 
everyone, especially those who lack market power, 
sich as consumers and small business operators.

It has been my task, with the assistance of 
dedicated fellow commissioners and staff, to 
administer the Trade Practices Act without fear or 
favour. The object of the Act is to enhance welfare 
by promoting competition, fair trading and 
protecting consumers. The ACCC ’s role includes 
investigations of, and litigation against, anti- 
ccmpetitive activities such as price fixing, market 
sharing and acts of unconscionable conduct by 
those with market power against those who lack it 
as well as education and compliance programs.

The ACCC has instigated many legal proceedings 
that have stopped anti-competitive activities, 
penalised the perpetrators and compensated the 
victims. It has been active in stopping misleading 
acvertising, false labelling and the sale of unsafe 
products. The job satisfaction has been especially 
high when scam merchants and others attempting to 
rip off consumers have been punished.

You cannot rid the nation or the world of all unfair 
traders but I am certain that the publicity given to 
those prosecuted and the penalties imposed are a 
dderrent to others. In many parts o f the world there

are competition regulators like the ACCC, and they 
are making a difference. Without them there would 
be open slather. Among the ACCC ’s most notable 
successes was court proceeding against three leading 
animal vitamin companies who operated as a cartel 
to share the market and jack up prices. The Federal 
Court imposed penalties totalling a record $26 
million. There have been other substantial fines 
imposed for cartel activities. I am delighted that the 
Dawson inquiry into the Trade Practices Act 
accepted the ACCC recommendation that the 
courts have the option of sending those involved in 
cartels to prison.

I remain disappointed that some business people see 
the Act and the ACCC as being consumer oriented 
but the fact is that a competitive economy is good 
for business. Companies want a choice of suppliers 
and fair access to consumers. If the ACCC shows a 
deep concern for consumers it is because of their 
lack of market power in many instances; they need 
protection in such cases.

I have enjoyed my long association with business 
spokesmen and women and consumer advocates 
and have appreciated the efforts of many ordinary 
Australians in alerting the ACCC to anti-competitive 
practices. It is sad to leave but the ACCC, under 
new leadership, will continue its appointed task of 
ensuring a fair go for all.

My best wishes to all readers of the ACCC Journal.

Professor Allan Fels AO
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