
Since the national launch of the ACCC's

Rural and Regional Program on 19 March

2002, over 40 organisations have signed

up as ACCC network supporters and

many more are expressing an interest.

The network will help spread the word

about trade practices in rural and regional

areas where small business are especially

vulnerable to the problems caused by

excessive market concentration, lack of

information or misuse of

bargaining power.

By setting up the Rural and Regional

Program, the ACCC is helping rural

industries and consumers understand

their rights and obligations under the

Trade Practices Act.

A key feature of the program is having

Regional Outreach Officers (or ROOs)

who regularly visit regional communities

and are building the regional network.

The network includes state government

agencies, local government, area

consultative committees, business

enterprise centres, chambers of commerce

and others. These organisations are using

their contacts in business, community and

government to promote understanding of

the Trade Practices Act and the role of the

ACCC. Network supporters will also offer

businesses better access to ACCC

resources, including guides, newsletters,

brochures and journals.

The program was launched in Bendigo

by ACCC Chairman, Professor Allan Fels,

and Minister for Regional Services,

Territories and Local Government,

Mr Wilson Tuckey.

Since then several state launches

have followed. ACCC Commissioner,

Mr John Martin, launched the NSW

program in Tamworth on 23 April 2002

and the Western Australia program on

22 May. ACCC Commissioner,

Dr David Cousins, with the Minister

for Business Industry and Resource

Development, Mr Paul Henderson,

launched the program in the

Northern Territory on 26 April 2002.

The Tasmanian launch is scheduled for

12 July in Launceston, with the

Queensland launch to follow on

15 July in Cairns.

For more information about the Rural

and Regional Program call the ACCC

Infocentre on 1300 302 502 or visit

the website <http://www.accc.gov.au>.
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