
The government can declare goods unsafe if they can cause
injury to people. Initially the goods will be banned from supply
for a temporary period of 18 months, after which the ban is
either revoked or made permanent. This is done by publishing a
Consumer Protection Notice in the Commonwealth Gazette.

The ACCC enforces bans on unsafe goods.

Banning unsafe goods
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Baby walkers:

Balloon-blowing kits:

Bean bags:

Bicycle helmets:

Bunk beds:

Care labelling—clothing & textile products:

Child restraints for motor vehicles:

Children's nightwear and limited daywear having
reduced fire hazard:

Cosmetics and toiletries:

Cots for household use:

Disposable cigarette lighters:

Elastic luggage straps:

Exercise cycles:

to minimise risk of injury with falling
downstairs or tipping over.

must not contain benzene.

must carry a label warning of choking
hazard and any openings must be child resistant.

based on Australian standard and the
American Snell Standard.

to prevent falls and other entrapment
hazards.

instructions
for the correct care and maintenance of clothing,
household textiles etc., to be accessible at point of sale.

performance and
other safety requirements for baby capsules, child seats
and other restraints.

applies to garments sized 00–14.

unless covered by the
Therapeutic Goods Act, all cosmetic and toiletry
products must be labelled with ingredients.

to prevent entrapment hazards.

safe use and child
resistance requirements.

stretch tie-down straps and
cords, including octopus straps, must carry a label
warning of eye injury if overstretched.

moving parts and other entrapment
hazards to be isolated by guards; plus specifications for
integrity of the seat.

Goods subject to mandatory standards

Fire extinguishers:

Fire extinguishers:

Flotation toys and swimming aids for children:

Jacks—vehicle:

Jacks—trolley:

Motorcycle helmets:

Paper patterns for children's nightwear:

Pedal bicycles:

Ramps for motor vehicles:

Support stands for motor vehicles:

Sunglasses and fashion spectacles:

Tobacco products:

Toys for children under 3:

for portable, non-aerosol.

portable, aerosol.

some
performance requirements and a system of marking to
alert users to correct use to avoid drowning.

for products up to certain capacity
limits.

for products up to certain capacity
limits.

performance and other safety
requirements.

must carry a
label advising of flammability of certain fabrics.

performance and safety requirements.

for products up to certain
capacity limits.

for products up to
certain capacity limits.

performance, safety
and labelling requirements.

health warnings and corresponding
explanatory messages. Cigarette packages must also
carry information messages.

toys suitable for ages up to
36 months (not just those marked as such) must not
contain any small parts that may be a choking hazard,
nor produce any small parts when put through a range
of tests which simulate normal use and abuse.

How do I get a copy of the mandatory standards?

To comply with mandatory standards, suppliers should read the current regulation or gazette
notice, together with the relevant Australian or other published standards. Australian standards
can be purchased from Standards Australia on (free call) 1300 654 646 or at
www.standards.com.au. Gazette notices declaring mandatory standards and regulations can be
obtained from the ACCC Infocentre on 1300 302 502. For more detailed information visit the
ACCC website: www.accc.gov.au/product_safety/fs-product_safety.htm

STANDARDS

(as at October 2003)under the Trade Practices Act

There have been 15 known deaths worldwide from people eating mini-cup jellies
containing konjac. In August 2002 the government declared a ban on any mini-
cup jelly confectionery product containing konjac (also known as glucomannan,
conjac, konnyaku, konjonac, taro powder and yam flour), having a height or
width of less than or equal to 45 mm.

While konjac is a binding food additive that has been used for hundreds (if not
thousands) of years throughout Asia, it presented a serious choking hazard,
particularly to small children and the elderly.

Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ—formerly ANZFA) was the
first agency to be aware of the dangers of this product. They had been notified of
one incident in Australia and several deaths overseas. FSANZ issued warnings to
consumers in a media release in September 2000 and then monitored the
situation, liaising with the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service and all state
health and local government agencies. In 2001 FSANZ called for a voluntary
recall, but the product seemed to be still available.

In 2002 FSANZ approached the consumer safety unit of Treasury to have the
product banned under the Trade Practices Act. The ban came into force in
August that year.

The product has been banned in the US and across Europe since early 2002.
A US court recently ordered a Taiwan-based company to pay $US50 million to
the parents of a two-year-old boy said to have choked to death on the candy.

In some cases a banned product can be subject to a variation. For example,
candles with wicks that contained any lead were banned for 18 months in
1999. Further research found that some zinc candle wicks contained a small
amount of lead naturally and burning them did not result in harmful lead
emissions.

Subsequently in 2001 the ban was amended to allow 0.06 per cent lead by
weight. Because the ban was varied, it was then subject to a further 18-month
temporary ban at the end of which it was made permanent.

Mini-cup jellies

Candles with wicks containing lead
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