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Report to the Australian Senate on anti-
competitive and other practices by health  
funds and providers in relation to private  
health insurance, 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007

This is the ninth report prepared by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission in 
compliance with an order agreed to by the  
Australian Senate on 25 March 1999 and amended  
on 18 September 2002. This Senate order requires  
the ACCC to provide a report of ‘any anti-competitive 
practices by health funds or providers, which reduce 
the extent of health cover for consumers and increase 
their out-of-pocket medical and other expenses’.

49 pp., 2008, ISBN 978 1 921393 55 6

abOuT THE aCCC

ACCCount January to March 2008

A report of the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission’s activities 1 January to 31 March 2008

ACCCount details the ACCC’s activities in the 
enforcement of the Trade Practices Act 1974, merger 
reviews, compliance initiatives, adjudication issues, 
economic regulation, international cooperation 
and interaction with other Australian competition, 
consumer protection and regulatory agencies.

Subscribe online at www.accc.gov.au to receive 
regular issues of this publication.

51 pp., 2007, ISBN 978 1 921393 70 9  
(electronic only)

Carbon offset claims: trade practices issues and other  
key concerns

This paper outlines the issues surrounding the emerging market 
in carbon offsets and the accompanying marketing claims. Its 
purpose is to provide a summary of the issues arising from the 
series of industry consultation meetings held by the ACCC and the 
subsequent written and oral submissions to the paper The Trade 
Practices Act and carbon offset claims.

Issues paper: bulk water charge rules—July 2008 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission  
has released its issues paper seeking submissions on the  
development of bulk water charge rules.

Consistent with part 4 of the Water Act 2007, the Minister for 
Climate Change and Water, Senator penny Wong, has written  
to the ACCC requesting advice on the water charge rules.

Water charge rules applied consistently across the Murray-Darling 
Basin will facilitate the efficient functioning of water markets by 
removing distortions to trade and by sending signals to water  
users about efficient investment in water infrastructure assets. 
Water charges based on the full cost recovery for water services 
will contribute to achieving an economically efficient and 
sustainable use of water resources and water infrastructure  
assets. Submissions must be provided to the ACCC by 5pm  
on Monday, 18 August 2008.

Water market rules position paper, July 2008

The purpose of the water market rules is to free up the trade of 
water access rights within the Murray-Darling Basin. The rules  
will ensure that policies or administrative requirements of irrigation 
infrastructure operators holding a group water access entitlement 
on behalf of their member irrigators do not prevent or unreasonably 
delay trade. Submissions must be provided to the ACCC by 5pm  
on friday, 15 August 2008.
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ACCC telecommunications  
reports 2006–07

under part xIB, Division 11, s. 151Cl(1) of the Trade 
Practices Act 1974, the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission is required to provide the 
Minister for Broadband, Communications and the 
Digital economy with an annual report on competitive 
safeguards within the Australian telecommunications 
industry.  The Division 12 report monitors prices 
consumers pay for pSTN (public switched telephone 
network) services and mobile telephony services.

133 pp., 2008, ISBN 978 1 921393 73 0

Medical indemnity insurance:  
fifth monitoring report

Medical indemnity insurance is a form of liability 
insurance that indemnifies medical practitioners for 
financial loss arising from actions brought against them 
as a result of the performance of their professional 
duties. Claims against medical practitioners relate 
to personal injury and death and are lodged against 
a medical practitioner as a result of a breach, or 
perceived breach, of a given standard of care in the 
treatment of a patient.

77 pp., 2008, ISBN 978 1 921393 66 2  
(electronic only)

Bunk beds: complying with the mandatory standard

All bunk beds sold in Australia must meet the mandatory consumer 
product safety standard for bunk beds administered by the ACCC. 
It is the responsibility of all suppliers of bunk beds—including 
manufacturers, importers, distributors, hirers and retailers—to ensure 
that the goods they supply comply with the mandatory standard.

Single page, 2008, ISBN 978 1 921393 39 6 (electronic only)

Prams and strollers—safety requirements

If you sell prams and strollers, you need to be aware of the 
mandatory consumer product safety standard for prams and 
strollers. This fact sheet outlines the requirements of the standard. 

2 pp., 2008, ISBN 978 1 921 393 68 6 (electronic only)
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Telecommunications 
competitive safeguards 
for 2006–2007

Changes in the prices paid for 
telecommunications services 
in Australia 2006–2007
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