
*6*

EXHILARATION UNLIMITED

Just one hour South of Sydney down the F6 
Freeway, the Leisure Coast is a 40 kilometre 
stretch o f glorious coastline with 23 golden  
beaches set against a majestic backdrop formed 
by the rainforest escarpment o f the Illawarra 
range. The region com prises the 3 loca l 
government areas of Wollongong, Shellharbour 
and Kiama. Each area has a character and 
charm of its own.
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WOLLONGONG SUPPLEMENT

WOLLONGONG
Multicultural and a  host ot options

W ollongong is a thriving modern city in a beautiful 
natural setting on the shores o f the Pacific  
Ocean.

Don’t be put off by its role as an important commercial and 
industrial centre. This accounts for only a small part of a 
region blessed with a bounty of natural attractions. Spectacular 
coastal escarpments. Clean golden beaches. Lush pockets of 
rainforest. Green rolling hills pasturing buttery cows.

Wollongong’s rhythm is more in tune with the ebb and flow 
of the tide that washes its shores rather than with the tedium of 
peak hour commuter congestion. A lifestyle that is just a little 
bit ‘city’ but a lot more ‘coast’.

And there’s always something happening.
Plenty of pastimes and recreations to please everyone. All 

year round. Which is how it earned the name the Leisure 
Coast.

On weekends, or whenever the mood and sunshine takes 
you, the outdoors is the place to be.

Belmore Basin played a large part in Wollongong’s early 
development as a busy sea port. But these days it bristles with 
a different sort of activity. Barbecues. Picnics. Restaurants. 
Playgrounds. All overlooking a picturesque harbour, studded 
with lighthouses and Norfolk Island pines and flanked by 
golden surfing beaches. Home to a large fishing fleet as well. 
Attracting plenty of hungry pelicans and gulls and a 
photographer or two.

North Beach is for surfers and sunbathers. But if the sun 
and sand are not for you, then maybe take a boat out to sea to 
do a little whale watching. Hoist sail over Lake Illawarra. Or 
just pull up a seat and do a little people or pelican watching. 
Or just take in the salt air.

If you seek greener pastures, visit the acclaimed Botanic 
Garden and the Rhododendron Park. Stretch the legs along the 
nature trails of Mount Kiera and Kembla, where you can be 
surrounded by thick forest within 10 minutes of leaving the 
city and its beaches behind.

For the shopper, the retail range is wide. Best of all, you 
can enjoy it without the teaming crowds and the frenetic ‘big 
city’, hustle or bustle. There are boutiques and smart galleries, 
including Wollongong’s City Gallery, regarded as the best 
provincial collection in the country.

After dark another dimension is revealed. Top hotels, 
nightclubs and restaurants offering dancing and fine 
entertainment to suit all tastes and budgets. There is the new 
Performing Arts Centre for concerts. There are first-run 
cinemas and a variety of licensed clubs.

Whatever your interests, Wollongong offers a host of

THE KIDS CAN HIRE A CANOE AND HAVE FUN IN SHALLOW WATER

FAMILY FUN, MEMORABLE TIMES
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WOLLONGONG SUPPLEMENT

THE MOUNTAIN SLIDE AT JAMBEROO — IT’S FAST!!

TAKE A GENTLE RIDE INTO THE WILDERNESS

SHELLHARBOUR
A change of pace

n the heart of the Illawarra Leisure Coast, on the southern 
shores of Lake Illawarra, stretching from the pine fringed 
ocean to the cliffs of the Escarpment, is the Municipality 

of Shellharbour. It is one of the oldest settlements on the South 
Coast. And it offers the charm of a sleepy Australian seaside 
village with the excitement of a growing city close at hand.

Lake Illawarra, ‘The lake’ to the locals, is a natural fun 
park. It’s a popular fishing spot. From the shore, the Windang 
bridge, or from a hire boat. And it produces some of the 
tastiest prawns on the market. It’s a popular spot for families, 
too. For picnics, swimming and its activity-packed children’s 
playground. And there’s a bicycle path that fringes much of its 
shoreline.

Shellharbour seaside village itself is a mecca for legions of 
fisherfolk. Chase the big game off shore. Wet a line from the 
rock break wall. Or cast a bait from the beach. But if you just 
want to look and not touch, the nearby Bass Point Marine 
Reserve is a great place for a drive.

The village also has great beaches, a saltwater pool and 
wading pool on the rocks. And the freshest fish and chips for 
miles around. The local pub is a great place to meet the locals 
and it has a magnificent restaurant overlooking the harbour.

For a change of pace, drop into the region’s largest licensed 
club -  always featuring top entertainment. Maybe walk or 
cycle the trails of nearby Blackbutt Reserve.

At the municipality’s western corner, Macquarie Pass 
National Park, offers the scenic wonders of rainforest walks 
and rocky river cascades and great panoramas over the coastal 
plain.

Stretching to Kiama in the south, the coast rounds 
headlands -  with important Aboriginal shell hidden sites, 
climbs rocky outcrops and stretches along the beautiful, 
untouched beaches of Killalea National Park before reaching 
the tranquil Minnamurra Estuary and Rangoon Island close 
offshore.

PELICANS WAIT FOR A MORSEL AT THE SHELLHARBOUR BOAT RAMP
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WOLLONGONG SUPPLEMENT

KIAMA
The Blowhole, green hills and rocky 

shores
S tone-hedged green velvet hills. Wild rocky shores. 

Quaint timbered cottages. It could be Ireland. But with 
its slender palm trees, top beaches and famous Blowhole, 

it just has to be Kiama
Park the car by the harbour when you arrive. Pop into the 

Tourist Information Centre to check what’s going on while 
you’re in town -  there’s an interesting museum adjacent — 
and then walk up to Blowhole Headland to see if the sea is 
pumping its thumping jets of water up through this famous 
hole in the rocks.

Call into the Family History Centre, Kiama, and look up 
your family tree. There may be convicts. There may be blue- 
blooded aristocrats. You don’t need to be a genteel 
genealogist. The staff will help unravel the secrets of who you 
are and where you are from.

There’s much more to do here than just see the Blowhole 
though. There are numerous good beaches both in town and to 
the north and south. There are fine examples of commercial 
and residential architecture. Jazz, food and other festivals dot 
the calendar, perhaps coinciding with your visit.

Outside town, the village of Jamberoo has a quaint country 
pub, good restaurants and picturesque dairy farm landscapes. 
No traffic jams here unless you’re held up by the cow herds 
crossing the road at milking time.

The Jamberoo Recreation Park is nearby and offers a great 
day out for the family with its maze, grass skiing, giant water 
slides, bobsledding, 5 metre high water leap and much, much 
more.

At the top of the Jamberoo pass, leading up to the Southern 
Highlands, Barren Grounds Nature Reserve offers the chance 
to catch up with some of the area’s unusual birdlife. Also 
enjoyable bushwalking for all levels of fitness from one vista 
to another. On the way up, stop in at the Minnamurra 
Rainforest Reserve for a most comfortable and unforgettable 
stroll through one of the area’s wilderness landscapes.

Speaking of things wild, Wild Country Park, located at 
Foxground, just off the Princes Highway between Kiama and 
Berry, offers an unusual chance for the family to picnic 
amongst kangaroos, wombats and emus and learn a little about 
our natural heritage.

At the southern end of the region, the village of Gerringong 
offers more great beaches and relaxed lifestyle, and maybe a 
cook drink at Cronin’s Pub.

JAMBEROO RECREATION PARK -  AMAZING!! FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL, BLACK BEACH
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