
CRIM E P R EV EN TIO N  WORD SPREADS IN
Q UEEN SLAN D

N atio n a l A C PC  P re s id e n t C live Begg and 
Treasurer A shley Reid conducted a series of 
crim e prevention com m unity forums late last 
year in Cairns, Townsville and Rockhampton.

The aim  w as to guage reg ional responses to 
the g row ing  id ea  of d ev e lo p in g  a national 
strategy on crim e prevention and community 
safety.

In C airns 16 people from  local governm ent 
and com m unity groups attended a meeting at 
the C ity C ouncil C ham bers. C liv e ’s paper 
a rg u in g  in  fa v o u r  o f  a n a tio n a l crim e 
p rev en tio n /co m m u n ity  safe ty  strategy was 
well received.

T he C a irn s  P o st ran  w ith  ex ce rp ts  from  a 
A C PC  p ress  re lease . L oca l te lev ision  and 
rad io  in te rv iew s insu red  w ide publicity  for 
bo th  the  fo ru m  and  the  n a tio n a l s tra tegy  
proposal.

The regional meetings were a good lead up to 
th e  fo r th c o m in g  16 th  B ie n n ia l A CPC 
C o n fe re n c e  to be h e ld  in  B risb a n e  in 
Septem ber this year. R egional input is being 
sough t fo r the  C o n fe ren c e ; p articu la rly  in 
regard to the way in w hich crim e prevention 
program m es can best be tailored to meet the 
needs of g eo g rap h ica lly  and econom ically  
diverse populations.

In R ockham pton and Tow nsville there were 
s im ilar p o s itiv e  re sp o n ses  to the notion of 
reg ional in itia tives. A gain, press, radio and 
television coverage was favourable.

Clive’s paper highlights the following:

Poverty, social dislocation and the unequal relations 
that are fostered as a result, appear to significantly 
contribute to unsafe communities. We would be foolish 
to discount the relevance of these matters. Practical 
solutions to crime must recognise and respond to 
interdisciplinary influences and failures. In this regard 
reasoned analysis and participation in debates on 
education, social security, health, housing, race issues, 
gender issues and employment must be considered.

We must further accept that the more vulnerable within 
the community are both the potential perpetrators and 
potential victims of crime. These include our children, 
youth, women, minority and ethnic groups and the 
aged. Practical Programmes must be advanced that 
deal "at the grass roots" with these groups. We must 
affirm and reaffirm the view that the effects of poverty, 
long term unemployment and other such social 
conditions will diminish the worth of human dignity 
and encourage the developm ent of a perm anent 
underclass in society - to ignore these issues will lead to 
greater levels of crime, a reduction in community safety 
and an escalation of overt and covert manifestations of 
despair such as suicide and drug abuse. I was deeply 
distressed at a Report by the Queensland Director of 
Medical Services noting that suicide amongst our youth 
has quadrupled in the last thirty years and that children 
as young as nine years of age have committed suicide in 
Queensland during the past year.

It is time that we recognised that political narratives and 
media presentations on crime have been, at most times, 
hysterical and uninformed. As a consequence the 
community is encouraged to live in fear and suspicion 
of others rather than be supportive and understanding.

The development of a National Strategy on Community 
Safety involving all arms of government in partnership 
with corporate and community organisations is an 
important and logical evolution that will strike at the 
causes of crime by in tegrating social policy 
development in the areas of education, employment, 
welfare and policing. This model has been endorsed by 
the Australian Police Ministers Council. Community 
Safety will become a dynamic, integrated and realistic 
undertaking as a consequence of the creation of this 
Council.

The Issue of juvenile crime prevention is of great 
importance to the welfare of world communities. The 
culturing of an offending ethos amongst our children, 
left unchecked, will propel them into adult offending 
patterns that will create unacceptable social and 
economic imposts.

Statistics on juvenile crime in Queensland are not 
dissimilar to those recorded in other jurisdictions and 
indicate an alarming rate of involvement by youth in 
unlawful activity. Whilst this involvement is primarily 
inconvenient and does not threaten public safety, the
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activity is substantially contributive to a reduction in 
the quality of life for others and is compounding the 
fear being experienced by community members.

The youth crime problem too often is translated into a 
youth problem. By virtue of their conspicuousness in 
groups youths are characterised as threatening and are 
therefore perceived by adults in the community to a risk 
to their safety. In these circumstances the fear of crime 
is generalised into a fear of young people. The effect of 
this condition is that communities that are divided, 
polarise further.

Researchers have linked offending behaviour to social 
circumstances with poverty, unemployment, lack of 
opportunity, inadequate education and lack of equality 
being prescriptive to aberrant behaviour. An anti
poverty component to a crime prevention strategy 
would be appropriate in the circumstances. Training, 
particularly during the crucial period between school 
and unemployment is also critical.

Surveys conducted overseas and locally involving 
youth confirm that boredom and a lack of participation 
in mainstream community activity exacerbate the 
juvenile crime issue. A precis of the survey results 
suggest that:

• Most young people perceived themselves as 
potential victim s, rather than potential 
offenders;

• Major concerns expressed centered upon 
physical safety and well being;

• Generally young people believe that services 
are imposed upon them rather than viewing 
themselves as customers of services;

• The recurring challenge appears to be to find 
the ways to involve young people in the design 
and execution of community safety strategies;

• Young people should be perceived by adults as 
valuable customers of services rather than 
victims of them.

A proactive intervention strategy is advanced that will 
encourage participatory management by disaffected 
youth in isolating the issues of concern to them, finding 
solutions and, with the support of relevant adults, 
implement a plan of action. The essential features of 
this strategy are:

1. discussing problem s with young people 
(consultation);

2. enabling them to identify problems;

3. facilitation (offering options and helping to 
find solutions);

4. assisting them to bring about change;

5. assign ownership of the Project to youth;

6. encourage partnerships between key 
community stakeholders and the Project.

A model is advanced which urges that an inter-agency 
group be formed as a consequence of youth 
consultations and issue isolation (rather than before) to 
avoid "pollution" of the Programme by pre-conceived 
adult views. Specific Social Action models which are 
recommended for implementation; including Crucial 
Crew (targeting 9-11 year olds), the Youth 
C onsultation/Interagency Projects in school 
(Obligations and Responsibilties training) and in school 
Crime Prevention Panels.

The task of implementing a co-operative approach to 
community safety is significantly in your hands as 
members of this community.

I would like to thank you for your attention and the 
Council for promoting this presentation and making 
available the facilities today. I wish your community 
well in your endeavours to create a safer and more 
harmonious community.

Clive Begg
Executive Director, ACRO Incorporated 
National President,
The Australia Crime Prevention Council

[Summary of the main points presented in a November 
1992 paper titled "An Argument in Favour of the 
Development of a National Strategy on Community 
Safety in A ustralia - the Broadening of Crime 
Prevention Action Beyond the Police, the Courts and 
Corrections".]
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PRESS COMMENT ON ACPC 
QUEENSLAND FORUMS

Cairns Post 
21/11/92
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Call on to end recession crime crisis

Rockhampton Press 
27/11/92

Rockhampton crime fighters and 
criminal justice workers gathered last 
night to hear Australian Crime Pre
vention Council national president Mr 
Clive Begg speak.

Mr Begg told the gathering that if 
society failed to respond to poverty, 
unemployment and social dislocation, 
chao^and anarchy may result.

He warned of the consequences of 
ignoring the effects of long-term re
cession in relation to criminal and 
antisocial behaviour.

He called for greater participation  
bv the community' in partnership with 
the government to resolve the em erg
ing crisis.

Mr Begg has jus: returned from an

overseas study tour o f  13 countries 
and 28 major cities in the United  
States, Canada, the U nited Kingdom  
and E urope.

He said som e o f  the problems he 
saw already confronted Australia 
com m unities, although the welfare 
system disguised the extent of the 
problem.
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