
Recent Developments

questions concerning the environmental impact of 
the mine and the associated port development on 
the Gulf of Carpentaria remained unanswered. A 
lack of baseline environmental data for the region 
made an assessment of impact impossible in 
relation to some aspects of the development. The 
need for further studies was highlighted in the EIS 
but no extension of time for the assessment process 
was allowed.

The inadequacy of the social impact assessment of 
the McArthur River Project has been highlighted by 
a study released in January 1993 by the Northern 
Land Council. The study strongly criticises the 
handling of aboriginal issues in the EIS and the 
secrecy of the negotiations between the mining 
company and aboriginal people concerning the 
mine. The minimum procedural requirements for 
public participation in the environmental 
assessment process (written comments on the draft 
EIS) did not lead to a resolution of these issues 
prior to the approval of the project. There is a real 
issue as to whether the standard procedures are an 
adequate or appropriate means of addressing the 
concerns of remote aboriginal communities in 
relation to such resource developments.

These issues have been overshadowed recently by 
. the McArthur River Project Agreement Ratification 

Amendment Bill 1993 (NT), which was introduced in 
response to claims relating to native title in the 
project area. The Bill purports to re-issue all mining 
interests required for the project, to avoid doubt as 

. to the status of the existing interests. If native title is
• affected by this Bill, and if such title can be

established, a right of compensation arises 
equivalent to the extent of the title affected.
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’ Planning Reforms

The planning reforms mentioned in the last issue of 
AELN have progressed through the House of 
Assembly and await consideration by the 
Legislative Council - the State's upper house.

The new planning legislation provides for the 
preparation of State Policies which will have the 
force of law and prevail over inconsistencies in

local planning schemes. It is well known that the 
Department of Environment and Land 
Management has been working on a draft coastal 
management policy and interested sections of the 
community are hopeful that this will become the 
first State Policy.

I will provide readers with a more detailed report 
of the planning reforms when the Bills have finally 
passed all stages.

Environment Protection Act

The draft of a new Enxnronment Protection Act 
should be released for public comment within the 
next month or two.

Water Pollution

On a negative note is the unwelcome fact that 
Tasmania fills first and fourth spots in 
Greenpeace's list of the top five polluters in 
Australia. First comes EZ Industries for its jarosite 
dumping off the continental shelf; while fourth is 
the Environment Minister John Cleary, for the fact 
that it was recently revealed (by this author) that 
two dozen or so of Tasmania's sewage treatment 
works had not been complying with their licence 
conditions. This was on top of the dozen which 
already have 'ministerial exemptions' to pollute in 
excess of normal standards until j une 1994. 
Meanwhile, the Minister has announced that by 
1997, it is intended that no sewage discharges will 
be made directly into inland waterways, unless 
there are no alternatives. The Department has, 
however, just approved sewage discharge from a 
proposed new tourist resort into an inland creek 
via a trench which will be dug across the plains.
The Tasmanian Conservation Trust is appealing the 
approval to the Environment Protection Appeal 
Board - a move that the Minister condemned in 
Parliament

Ministerial Exemptions

As the deadline for compliance with pollution 
licence conditions draws near, it seems that some 
licence-holders are becoming a little edgy. Mount 
Lyell mine at Queenstown on Tasmania's wets 
coast has already been given an extension beyond 
June 1994 because it might close down shortly after 
that date, and is reluctant to commit funds 
unnecessarily. Similarly, Comalco has indicated 
that it may request an extension if its negotiations 
with the Government for favourable power prices
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