TRIAD
DANGER

Criminal Chinese triad gangs will
flourish very quickly in Australia unless
there is quick police action to stamp
them out, according to a senior officer
with the Hong Kong Independent Com-
mission Against Corruption.

“The Chinese are quite conservative
people and will pay money and bow
to the pressure of extortion to avoid
trouble,” Mr Frank Yeung said during a
visit to AFP contacts in Canberra.

“In Hong Kong the triads are under
control but in Australia they could be
free to flourish and it would not be long
before they moved out of the ethnic
communities into the national main-
stream.

“These ruthless people are a real
danger to Australia. And remember that
they are not gangsters; they are ‘busines-
smen’, using business as a front,” he
said.

Mr Yeung, 45, a Chief Investigator,
has been with the ICAC since it was
formed in 1974 and is a specialist in
pursuing corrupt government officials.
His work has made him familiar with the
operation of organised crime in Hong
Kong and the city state’s gambling and
corruption.

The government on mainland China
has moved against organised crime and
with the take-over of Hong Kong in 1997
growing ever closer, the city’s criminal
elements are anxious to get away and set
up their operations elsewhere.

The Chinese communities of Austra-
lia, particularly in the major cities along
the eastern seaboard, especially Sydney
and Melbourne, are highly attractive to
them.

“Australian police must work closely
with the Hong Kong police and the
ICAC to stop Australia’s Chinese com-
munities being preyed upon by triads.
Australia’s police forces need more
people of Chinese background to infil-
trate the gangs,” he said.

“Law enforcement agencies also must
have their paid informers and they must
be able to guarantee their safety. A triad
society cannot survive without finance,
and cutting off their sources of funds by
using informers is one fundamental
method of control.”
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