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“The Mafia is not just an octopus.
It is a vicious panther with the memory 
of an elephant.”

Dr Giovanni Falcone

On Saturday 23 May 1992, Ita
ly's best known anti-Mafia judge, 
Dr Giovanni Falcone, was killed, 
with his wife and three body
guards, in a bomb blast near the 
Sicilian capital, Palermo.

Dr Falcone visited Australia in 
1991, as a member of a delega
tion of eminent Italian law 
enforcement officers.

The purpose of the visit was to 
conduct high level discussion 
with law enforcement agencies 
such as the Australian Federal 
Police, the Australian Bureau of 
Criminal Intelligence, the Na
tional Crime Authority and the 
NSW Independent Commission 
Against Corruption.

As Chief Judge and District

Attorney of the High Court of 
Palermo, Dr Falcone was able to 
contribute his vast experience of 
law enforcement to the discus
sions.

A concrete outcome of the visit 
was the formalising of a 
Co-operation Agreement be
tween the Australian Federal 
Police and the Italian State Po
lice, enabling the exchange of 
information and co-operation in 
investigations of organised 
crime.

The Australian Federal Police 
deplores Dr Falcone's assassina
tion and laments the loss, both 
to Italian law enforcement and 
to the world, of an outstand
ingly courageous opponent of 
organised crime.
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