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Blast from the past:

September 1986
In the fi rst instalment of a new series in Platypus MagazinePlatypus Magazine, we take a look , we take a look 
at excerpts of stories making AFP headlines 20 years ago.

Snapshot 1986Snapshot 1986

h e police staffi  ng level was around 

2570, with 520 staff  members.

h e aim of the AFP was set down in the 

Government’s Charter of Objectives 

and Priorities, and was to “detect and 

prosecute the principal off enders involved 

in drug importations and traffi  cking”.

Signifi cant operations included:

h e late-1986 arrest of fi ve people after 

the seizure of 3kg of heroin.

h e fi rst Australian seizure of cocaine 

base in late 1986. h e seizure was feared 

to be the fi rst of many from the Americas 

although no further seizures occurred 

that year.

A major Customs operation in London led 

to the arrest of syndicate members with 

links to Sydney.

Investigation of fraud against the 

Commonwealth was coordinated by 

the Fraud and General Crime Division. 

Some major investigations included the 

theft and fraudulent receiving of unused 

stamps belonging to Australia Post valued 

at more than $600,000; and a taxation 

scheme involving $2 million.

h e Organised Crime Branch conducted 

a 12 month investigation from March 

1986, leading to the arrest of fi ve people 

who were charged with importing 5kg of 

high quality heroin.
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