
US fugitive leaves 
an impression   
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A wanted fugitive made a crucial mistake that saw 
him extradited to face justice in the United States.
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Renee Wilson and her team worked on processing 

stopped downloading and decided to check just two 

notice, were loaded into the National Automated 

a generic term for the form that contains a full set of 

at which ridges end or divide — and their relationship 

these results side by side (the unknown to the 

these minutia points, described as ridge endings, 
bifurcations (where a single ridge becomes two – 

based cleaner Jehad Almustafa matched fugitive 

“I had to go, but I briefed the incoming evening 

Basic  ngerprint patterns with features used for comparison. Characteristics of the  ngerprint.
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who served in the US military and studied as an 
 

him into contact with infamous global arms dealer, 

War starring Nicholas Cage was based loosely on 

Chichakli ran afoul of authorities when he attempted 

 
was wanted in the US for money laundering in 
regards to breaching the International Emergency 

A joint visa application for a man known as Jehad 
Almustafa to enter Australia was lodged on 7 July, 

applications, at that point US authorities had not 

Chichakli entered Australia on a Syrian passport on 

Arresting story

US law enforcement and forge a new identity that 

visa that a disconnect between the US and Australian 

Washington issued the Red Notice and his luck was 

A subject ngerprint, left, is checked against a 
‘candidate’ selected in the National Automated 
Fingerprint Identi cation System.
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misinterpreted as international arrest warrants — but 

“Everyone kicked into gear very quickly and it 

our perspective we wanted to know how he ended 

A provisional arrest warrant was sworn under 

Later that morning, Chichakli was asked to attend 

this would minimise the potential of harm to police 
members and lower the operational tempo of the 

coolest criminal I have ever dealt with, to the point 

in getting Chichakli back to the States as they 

 
calmest, coolest 
criminal I have ever 
dealt with, to the 

.

Richard Chichakli (aka Jehad Almustafa)  
defends his actions on the internet.  

Photo YouTube. 
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“There were lots of documents from his proposed 

lots of photographs of material, suspected of being 

amounts of incriminating emails, photos, fraudulent 

and different names — all would ultimately be 

Chichakli was remanded in custody and refused 

charged with immigration offences but released 

Chichakli, however, remained in custody until his 

he was convicted in a New York court of one count 

laundering conspiracy, one count of wire fraud 

was sentenced to two years of supervised release 

Chichakli represented himself and Detective Sergeant 
McLeod was called to give evidence in New York, 
which he found to be an interesting and very 

Chichakli was assisted throughout the trial by an 

the court to act as his legal advisor to minimise any 
potential for appeal on the basis that he could not 

Detective Sergeant McLeod says the case 

“Often from little acorns mighty oaks grow and it was 

“The evidence obtained from the search made it that 

“Often from little 
acorns mighty oaks 
grow and it was 
a very interesting 
case and a lesson 

Richard Chichakli was an 
associate of the so called 
‘merchant of death’ Viktor Bout (left). 
Photo Facebook.

An INTERPOL Red Notice 
for Richard Chichakli 
was identi  ed with a 
Melbourne-based cleaner, 
Jehad Almustafa.
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