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The 1960 Chilean earthquake and 
tsunami helped prepare Australia for 
tsunami 

In the early hours of 23 May 1960, an earthquake and tsunami 
struck Chile. There were no morning television shows and 
newspapers had already been printed for the day. Tsunami warning 
systems for Australia did not exist and there were no tools nor 
knowledge to help Australia prepare. Thankfully, we live in different 
times.  
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included: 

 ·

 · two grounded vessels  
 ·

 ·

 ·
south coast 

 ·

inland up streams and rivers due to the narrowing channels of 

misses were reported. 

Tsunami warnings in 1960 

While most people in Australia would have received updates 

 front 

Hobart Mercury 
and the 

the July issue of the .  

Tsunami warnings today 

tsunami almost as they happen via social media and online news. 
We have also learnt from other tsunami events and put measures 

tsunami awareness products.  

and Tasmania coast is the Puysegur Trench that is south of 

Warning systems are important, but 
not enough 
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Did you know
The largest recorded tsunami runup in Australia occurred at 

is the most westerly point on mainland Australia.

Ocean south of Java. 

The tsunami caused widespread erosion of roads and sand 

corals and sea urchins were deposited on roads and sand 

Australia.  

are so important.  

How Australia prepares 

states and territories can understand their overall risk.  

in raising awareness of the rarer hazards such as earthquake 

use historical events to remind us that Australia is not immune to 
this hazard. 

 
End note
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