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AbstractDisaster memorial 
events for increasing 
awareness and 
preparedness: 150 
years since the Arica 
tsunami in Aotearoa-
New Zealand 

Introduction

following a disaster may play a crucial role in community 

important process for some people to come to terms with 
tragedy and seek comfort and is part of the healing process. 

et 

memorials place the event in the past and put pressure on 

appropriate manner or do not appropriately address failed 

purpose or kaupapa  
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held to commemorate historical tsunamis.

and tsunamis have not caused damage to the Chatham Islands 

The 1868 Arica tsunami

woke to a loud roar and water surging through their homes. Ten 
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 were 

 were washed away with their whare and 

 

North Otago 

 

Coast region. 

Memorial event and media 

Mutunga o Wharekauri Iwi6

7

Wharekauri Iwi Trust Manager. Two primary schools and
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infrastructure companies. Interest in designing and organising 
the event was received from the Chatham Island Emergency 

tsunami research on the Chatham Islands.

The agreed purpose of the campaign was to:

 ·
tsunami

 ·
incurred losses from the tsunami; people on the Chatham 

 ·

processes and warning systems 
 ·

tsunami of similar magnitude hit the islands again and what 

 ·
future tsunamis. 

 and 
kawa

the Chatham Islands community. The messages and layout also 

 was used to connect with local people 

mascots of sports teams.

say a karakia  
 looking 

for events.

prepare.  
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and a teacher strike scheduled for the Wednesday. This allowed 
an acknowledgement of the moment the earthquake struck 
in Arica and to consider how the tsunami travelled across the 

 ·
memorial event for a karakia to commence proceedings and 
introductory speeches

 · karakia acknowledging people lost at Tupuangi and korero at 

 · a convoy of vehicles to the site with a stop at the moment 

 ·

 ·

was prepared for 

of Chile and Peru sharing the plans for the event and sending 

awareness of this fatal event and to improve preparedness for 
future tsunamis.

Discussion

tsunami awareness and preparedness. The anniversary was 
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anniversary

Challenges

eCoast

Chatham Islands Council

Chatham Islander 

tsunami

Magazines
Magazine

and perhaps also for cultural reasons to acknowledge and 

 ·

 ·

resilience 
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 ·

Conclusion

community preparedness for future events. A coordinated 

interest in the anniversary and the threats tsunamis pose to 

preparedness for future events.

Acknowledgements

and everyone who attended. This project was partially 

References 

 

 

 



 R E S E A R C H

78

 

 

 
About the authors

Kristie-Lee Thomas is a disaster risk and resilience 

and risk communication. 

school safety and community resilience.

is a research officer at the Joint Centre 

communication for effective knowledge translation in 
disaster risk reduction.

Professor David Johnston

Rana Solomon is the Emergency Manager and Local 
Controller at Chatham Islands Council. Her work includes 

 is a senior hazard scientist at Environment 

Islands Council in emergency management. Her work 

Jose Borrero

Angeles. He studies the effects of tsunami on the natural 

Ali Northern


