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COVID 19: Australian perspectives

The COVID-19 pandemic may be a defining event of the 21st 
Century in much the same way as the influenza pandemic of 1918 
changed a world already tortured by world conflict. Australia’s 
experience may well shape our future and our position in the world.  
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they may have come into contact. It also means immediately 

This is not to say that all responses were perfect. There are many 

and epidemiological environment. 

risks of the disease outweigh the impact of measures to stop the 

consequences have health consequences. The most common 

in some of the more outlandish human responses. Perhaps one 

rates we have not had to face the ethical challenges of other 

What have we learnt?

there are emerging issues from which we can learn for future 
resilience.

1. 

need to work out ways to control the message and ensure 
they are resistant to ignorance and delusion.

2. 

and disrupted supply. Our health systems are less resilient 

stockpiled resources. 

derived from people’s stupidity and ignorance that threaten 
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Where to from here? 

accept low rates of the disease and restore the economy. 

others around the world demonstrate that such a strategy is not 

We need to learn from this event. We need to capture the 

methods.

What we can do is capture these lessons and use them to inform 

resilient to the challenges of pandemics.

End notes

Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
health alert

updates.


