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Planning for COVID-19 safe aerial 
firefighting operations 

The fires scars of 2019–20 are etched into the collective memory 
and landscape of Australia. Never had we burned so ferociously, 
mobilised the scale of firefighting resources and attracted the 
relentless glare of the national and international media. Images of 
the Erickson Air-Crane and large air tankers dropping their crimson 
payloads from the heavens loomed large.  
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for the worst!’
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Pandemic risk mitigation 

 ·

interstate
 ·

 ·

 ·

 ·

severe weather season. 

Bombardier Q400 water-bombing 
aircraft arrives in Australia 
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crew used face masks and maintained social distancing when 

6

as all Queenslanders.

International and national cooperation 
a critical success factor 

 

End notes

Australian Government.


