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Taking the temperature of 
Australia’s climate risk and response

Alana Beitz For 5 consecutive years (2017–21), extreme weather has been 

rated the top global risk by likelihood in the World Economic Forum’s 

Global Risks Perception Survey. In the preceding 3 years (2014–16) 

it was rated the second likeliest global risk. 

of the Global Risks Report 2021.
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Interconnected risk
While the report centres on the risks and 
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A silver lining to the pandemic was the sudden and 

the Global Risks Report 2021 states that emissions 
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toward this target. While this may prove challenging 

The speed and scale of policy responses 

responses to deeply felt concerns.
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Increasing and compounding risk 
The actual and emerging disasters of a warming climate are 

.  

climate emergency.

extreme weather is locked in for the next decade at 

Unpredictable and evolving risk 

and reduced rainfall and humidity.

Events clearly 

climate trends

 ·

temperatures.
 ·

 · Prolonged high ocean temperatures.
 ·

climate trends

 · An increase in heavy rainfall.
 · Increased frequency of coastal storm 
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this period.

tate of the 

emissions released into the atmosphere.

preparedness for the changing nature of climate risks 
into the future. Perhaps put more simply, climate 
change means that the past is no longer a guide to 
future climate related impacts and risks.

how Australia can increase its climate and disaster resilience. 

Resilience6

resilience.



 NEWS AND VIEWS

Preparing and adapting for future risk 

stakeholders and the community. 

The group works with a research team to produce logically 

and disasters. 

makers in reducing climate and disaster risk into an increasingly 

. 

resources contained in the 

term planning and investment decisions.

 

 

risk and resilience system. A working group from across Australia 

 

Footnotes
The Global Risks Report 2021.  
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