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Abstract

adults are not an homogenous 

factor that enabled or impeded 

its absence on their psychosocial 

and suggests an approach for 
management and longer-term 

The role of 
acknowledgment in the 
psychosocial recovery 
of young adults in 
disaster events

Introduction

adults in rural areas were faring in their psychosocial 
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Young adults and disasters

while there is a plethora of literature from researchers on 

et al.

et al.

et al.

et al.

and say what they consider is important in their recovery. These 

of response and recovery support services.

Methodology

Results

the damage to the natural environment and related fauna and 
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that they all had some unique needs for their age and demographic 

you are as an adult and where your place is.

Jemma

means acknowledging that Gippsland is located in an area 

Finn

Acknowledgment? ... I suppose it just means that people realise 

Felicity

Harriet

might have acknowledged and supported their unique needs. As 

those a bit younger.

Ryan

and I don't like to waste words. This far down the track I 

talking has passed for me. 

Laurel 

Jack
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world any more as my 'safe place' had been taken away 

had no understanding of what I had been through, and 

Laurel 

Molly

Tilly

recovery support mechanisms. In terms of support systems and 

highlight the importance of including young adults in this wider 
community recovery discussion.

discussions around recovery support mechanisms and emergency 
relief systems even though it appears that in many instances 

of young people missed out on support’. 

thought that they were young and would get over it fast’. There 

up again, whereas I can imagine for a middle aged or older 

indicated that the telling of their story was a powerful aspect of 
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Discussion and recommendations

provided compelling arguments for including young adult 

related to recovery. The stories in this research show there is an 

ways and spaces to acknowledge and include them. According 

gatekeepers of their own cultures’. Providing a space where young 

adult voices in recovery support mechanisms apart from fewer 

advantages and access of older people and there are constantly 

important.

community stakeholders and social researchers must listen 

management planning could develop ways of providing access to 

recovery can address current dilemmas and validate the losses and 

appropriately funded. There is an urgent need to develop policy 
and service provision guidelines that acknowledge young adults 

Further research is required to evaluate progress and to increase 

management policies and support systems.

Research limitations 

Conclusion

emerge’. This research encourages the inclusion of young adults 
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Longitudinal study of changing psychological outcomes 

 

Is 

 

Examining concepts of power and 
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