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The emerging role of Zoos Victoria1 and other conservation-based 

organisations in responding to emergencies was highlighted during 

the Australian summer bushfires in 2019–20. Working alongside 

partners in government and local communities, as well as research, 

wildlife, veterinary and non-government organisations, the experience 

and expertise of Zoos Victoria played a lead role in wildlife response, 

relief and recovery efforts. 
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Threatened eastern bristlebird 
extraction
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destroyed.

Wildlife field trige units

Compassion and other independent veterinarians also supported 
the coordinated veterinary response.

Koala care and rehabilitation
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animal following its release. The collars were removed in early 

Lessons and continuous improvement

paramount in developing and managing the wildlife emergency 

and willingness to support wildlife disaster welfare work are 

for rescue of threatened and other species. This includes risk 

Building resilience for the future 

wildlife and threatened species resilience in the face of more 
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wildlife emergencies.

welfare and leading ongoing monitoring of health and welfare of 

disasters and realise our vision for a future rich in wildlife.
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