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Preparing wildlife carers and groups 
for emergencies and disasters

Following the catastrophic bushfires in Australia over the summer 

of 2019–20, the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

recognised there was a significant gap in disaster preparedness 

among wildlife carers and rescue groups.

the risk to wildlife carers and learn what they 
needed to ensure the safety of animals and carers.

homes or places of work. It was an unchartered 

evacuate if necessary.

to help prepare wildlife carers and rescue groups 

response plan in place as they have taken on the 

for wildlife carers and groups to assist them to 

The toolkit is designed with local stakeholders 

help wildlife groups and carers prepare for events 
that occur outside the range of their normal 

workshop that teaches wildlife groups and 

procedures for moving people and animals out 
of dangerous and threatening zones to a safe and 
secure temporary facility.

strike as it reduces the risk to people and the 

respond to emergencies. This is vital to reduce 

risk among carers and wildlife groups in Australia.
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Step 1 - 

manner.

Step 2 -

groups are equipped to respond to emergencies of varying scale 
and type. 

Step 3 -

Step 4 – 

knowledge of where they can shelter if needed and what route 

emergency. 

Step 5 – 

using toy animals. This provides the groups with a lifelike scenario 

A lot of knowledge is shared during the workshop within a short 

own lives as well as the lives of the animals they care for. 


