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1999-2000 Australian Press Council Prize Results
The Australian Press Council has announced results of its 1999-2000 essay Prize. The Prize is awarded for the best essay 
submitted on a set topic.

In 1999-2000 the topic was:

Principle 5 o f the Council's Statement o f  Principles states in part that newspapers should disclose "any commercial or other interest 
which might be construed as influencing the publication's presentation ofnezus or opinion". In the light o f the recent revelations o f  
the possibility that commercial interests may have influenced some radio personalities, to ivhat extent is the press obliged to reveal any 
conflict o f interest which may be involved in the reporting o f  news and the publication o f opinions.?

Entries were invited from tertiary students (as at 30 June 2000), w ho had a 2,500 word lim it 

There were 40 entries in the essay prize.

W inners were selected by a panel of judges, Professor C lem  Lloyd of the University of W ollongong; John M organ, former 
editor in chief of the Herald and W eekly Tim es and an Editor M em ber of the Australian Press Council; and Jack R Herman, 
the C ouncil's Executive Secretary.

The first prize of $2000 was aw arded to Jacob A ldridge of the U niversity of Q ueensland. The judges also awarded 
Honourable M entions to three other entrants: M ichael M alouf, of W estern Australia; Nick M cKenzie, from M elbourne; 
and Emilia Verzeletti, of Brisbane. Biographical inform ation provided by each of the w inners is published on page 9.

The com m ents of John M organ, one of the judges, are published on pages 10 and 11.

2000-2001 Australian Press Council Prize
The Australian Press Council has announced the term s of entry for its 2001 award. The Prize is awarded for the best essay 
submitted on a set topic.

In 2000 the topic is:

Principle 5 states, in part, that publications should make fact and opinion clearly distinguishable. To ivhat extent is such a clear 
division between fact and opinion possible and desirable?

Following the remarks m ade by the judges for the 1998-99 Prize and a decision taken by the Council, entries are invited 
from Tertiary students (as at 30 June 2001) only. This year, there w ill be no Prize offered in a secondary schools' section. 
The word lim it for essays is 2,500 words.

W inners will be selected by a panel of three judges and the prizes of up to $2,000 will be awarded.

The final date for receipt of subm issions is 30 June 2001.

At the request of the previous judges, the Council specifies that it would prefer entries that dem onstrate some effort to 
research the topic and argue it seriously. It also requests that entries be typescript and double-spaced. No formal entry 
form is required.

The Australian Press Council reserves the right not to aw ard a prize/s.

ENQUIRIES:

The Executive Secretary 
The Australian Press Council 
303/149 Castlereagh Street 
SYDNEY N SW  2000

Tel: (02) 9261 1930 or (1800) 02 5712 Fax: (02) 9267 6826 

email: info@presscouncil.org.au

For the guidance of entrants, the C ouncil has published on its w ebsite details of the Prize and copies of the com m ents made 
by the judges in 1994 and 1998. A different approach can be seen in the judge's com m ents on the 2000 Prize, also posted 
on the site. The inform ation on the Prize is located at:

http://www.presscouncil.org.au/pcsite/prize.html

mailto:info@presscouncil.org.au
http://www.presscouncil.org.au/pcsite/prize.html
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2000 Press Council Prize Winners

FIRST PLACE:
Jacob Aldridge

Jaco b  w as b o m  in B risb an e  b u t m oved  to M u rw illu m b ah , n o rth ern  N ew  So u th  W ales, w ith  
h is fam ily  in 1988. H e retu rn ed  to B risb an e  in 1955 as a b o ard er at M arist C o lleg e  A sh g rov e .

W h en  he g rad u ated  from  M arist in 1998 w as aw ard ed  an O v erall P o sitio n  1, w h ich  p laced  h im  
in the top 2%  o f h is g rad u atin g  year.

Jaco b  is now  stu d y in g  a p ara lle l B ach e lo r of Jo u rn a lism / B ach e lo r o f A rts d egree  at the 
U n iv ersity  o f Q u een slan d . H e h as a lread y  had  an article  p u blish ed  in the  D ep artm en t 
n ew sp ap er, T h e  Q u een slan d  In d ep en d en t, and w as co m m issio n ed  to w rite  the six ty  year 
h istory  for the D alb y  R otary  C lu b  in 1999.

HIGHLY C O M M ENDED:
N ick M cK enzie
N ick M cK enzie is n in eteen  years old  and is co m p le tin g  his seco n d  y ear o f Jo u rn a lism  at R M IT . H e h op es to co m p lete  an 
ad d ition al p o st-g rad u ate  in in d u stria l re la tio n s/ p o litics  a fter he h as fin ished  h is cou rse.

H is am b ition s are fu elled  w ith  id ealistic  e n d eav o u r th at h e  hop es w ill n e v e r leave h im . H e aim s to b eco m e a foreign  
co rresp o n d en t or ind u stria l re la tio n s rep o rter and a lw ay s m ain tain  his in d ep en d en ce  and su b jectiv ity , ev en  w h en 
w o rk in g  for b u sin ess-orien ted  n ew sp ap ers.

O th er than that, he is a keen su rfer and has also  trav elled  th ro u g h o u t Sou th  E ast A sia for several m on th s. H e p lan s to 
retu rn  later this year if he d o e sn 't succeed  in getting  a cad etsh ip  at a n ew sp ap er.

T h o u gh  he m ight ad d, three years o f ch asin g  am b u lan ces and g o in g  to co u rt seem s like a ra th er d au n tin g  p ro sp ect, 
j  n ev erth eless he d oes recogn ise  that it is a long  w ay to the top in jo u rn a lism  and is p repared  to b egin  that ascent.

M ichael M alouf
M ichael M alou f, 43, com p leted  a BA  last y ear at the U n iv ersity  o f W estern  A u stra lia  w ith  a d ou ble  m ajor in E nglish  and 

j A n cien t H istory. He w as accep ted  into a p o stg rad u ate  year in Jo u rn a lism  at M u rd o ch  U n iv ersity  w h ich  w ill fin ish  b y  the 
i end o f N ov em ber 2000.

In the past M ichael has m ain ly  held  clerica l and m ain fram e co m p u ter op eratio n s p o sition s in A u stra lia , Sco tlan d , N ew  
Z ealand  and Sou th  A frica. He "b u rn t one rem ain in g  b rid ge  ra th er sp ectacu larly  in Syd n ey  8 years a g o " , fled to P erth , and 
he n ever looked back.

| M ich ael d escribes h im self as a "m ed ia  h y p o crite " b ecau se  he  loves sco u rin g  b ro ad sh eets  from  cov er to cov er, w h ile  b ein g  
cyn ical ab ou t the p ro cess that p ro d u ces them . H is co u rse  p lacem en t in second  sem ester w as tw o w eeks of a p o litica l 
in tern sh ip  w ith  the A u stra lian  D em ocrats  w h ere  he w rote  p ress re leases and  letters to the editor.

M ich ael says that h is long-term  aim  is to w in  L otto  and n e v e r w o rk  again .

Em ilia Verzeletti
Em ilia V erzeletti com p leted  her G rad u ate  D ip lom a in Jo u rn a lism  w ith  the U n iv ersity  o f Q u een slan d  in Ju n e  2000  and is 
n ow  research in g  h er D octo rate  o f P h ilosop h y  on in tern ation al m ed ia.

T h e  focus of her P hD  research  is on how  the m ed ia can in flu en ce  the o u tco m es o f sep aratist con flicts , E ast T im o r b e in g  
a case-in -p oin t.

E m ilia stud ied  for her G rad D ip  ex tern a lly  from  her base  in S in g ap o re  w h ere sh e a lso  w o rks p art-tim e as C o m m u n ica tio n s 
M an ag er for T h e  A u stra lian  C h am b er o f C o m m erce , and looks after h er 4-m o n th  old  b ab y . Em ilia com p eted  her B ach e lo r 
o f A rts w ith D eakin  U niversity  in 1997 w h ilst serv in g  as an o fficer in the A u stra lian  A rm y.
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