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not use at the beginning of a quoted section. Only use at the end of a quoted section if 
the final sentence is incomplete. 

Some preferred spelling 
Generally -ise endings are preferred to -ize (authorise, legalise, recognise). 
acknowledgment inquiry law-making program 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in so far  lodgment treaty-making 
cooperation interstate no-one  
focused judgment  per cent  

Footnotes 
All references should appear as footnotes, not in the text. The footnote number 
should be inserted after the punctuation mark. If a footnote contains several 
references they should be separated by a semicolon. Abbreviations in the footnotes 
should contain no full stops, and a space should follow the abbreviation. 
ch 1 chapter n 1, nn 3–7 footnote(s) in this text 
vol, vols volume(s) except at the 

beginning of a sentence 
fn 2, fns 4 
and 5 

footnote(s) in any other 
text 

See below for cross references. 

Citations 
Articles and periodicals 
Initial(s) (no punctuation) Surname, ‘Title of Article’ (in title case) (year) volume 
number Title of Journal in Full page number for starting page of article followed by 
exact citation if necessary.  

D A Bell, ‘The East Asian Challenge to Human Rights: Reflections on an 
East-West Dialogue’ (1996) 18 Human Rights Quarterly 641, 649. 

Exception: Australian Year Book of International Law is abbreviated to Aust YBIL. 
If you wish to refer to more than one exact place, use ‘114, 161–64, 186’. 

Books: Note: Place of publication and publisher details are not required. 
Initial(s) Surname, Title: including Subtitle after Colon (edition, volume, year) 
page(s) cited if necessary: 
 I Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (5th ed, 1998) 10. 

For essays in collective works: Initial(s) Surname, ‘Title of Essay’ in Initial(s) 
Surname (ed[s]), Title of Book (edition, year) page number of first page of essay 
followed by exact citation if necessary. 
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A F Bayefsky, ‘Making the Human Rights Treaties Work’ in L Henkin and 
J L Hargrove (eds), Human Rights: An Agenda for the Next Century (1994) 
229, 235. 

Cases 
Citation should be to an authorised reference. The first time a case is mentioned the 
names of the parties must appear in full with the details of the law report series. 
Subsequent references by case name can use an abbreviated name: Mabo v 
Queensland (No 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1, 15, 31−32 may later be referred to as the 
Mabo Case. 

Australian Capital Television Pty Ltd v Commonwealth (1992) 177 CLR 
106, 140 (Mason CJ), 154−55 (Brennan J), 211 (Gaudron J), cf 240 
(McHugh J). 

Note: Law Reports should be abbreviated and not italicised: CLR (High Court); FCR 
(Federal Court); NSWLR, VR, SASR, WAR (authorised state reports); ILC, ECHR, 
FLR, A Crim R, LGRA, ICJ Plead, ICJ Rep, PCIJ. 
International Court cases should be cited as they appear in the official citation except 
ICJ Report is abbreviated to ICJ Rep. When citing ICJ Rep use case style as shown in 
the Australian Guide to Legal Citation. 

Corfu Channel (UK v Albania) (Merits) [1949] ICJ Rep 4.  
Note: Use ‘Re’ not ‘re’. Do not use ‘The’, ‘and Anor’, ‘and others’, ‘and 
another’, ‘The King v’ ‘The Queen v’ in case names.  

Conference Papers, Proceedings 
Initial(s) Surname, [or name of organisation if no author indicated] ‘Title of 
Conference Paper’ Title of Conference, Place of Conference, Date of Conference. 

A Orford, ‘A Radical Agenda for Reforming the Security Council’ 
Australian and New Zealand Society of International Law Third Annual 
Meeting, Canberra, 7–9 July 1995. 

Published as proceedings: 
A Orford, ‘A Radical Agenda for Collective Security Reform’ Australian 
and New Zealand Society of International Law Proceedings of the Third 
Annual Meeting (1995) 71. 

Hansard 
House of Representatives, Debates, vol 188 (1993) 396.  
Senate, Debates, vol 160 (1993) 3170.  

Newspapers and magazines 
Retain ‘The’ in the title only if a single-word title would otherwise result: The Age, 
The Bulletin, The Times, but International Herald Tribune, Sydney Morning Herald. 
Place of publication is not required. 

A Kent, ‘Power play makes light of diplomacy’ The Australian (20 April 
1997) 11.  
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Statutes 
No italics for names of Acts, Ordinances, Regulations, Rules or Bills. 
Commonwealth legislation indicated by (Cth) as follows: 

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 (Cth) 
State and territory legislation should be followed by (NSW), (Vic.), (SA) etc. 
Use ‘sections’ in full in text and s, ss in footnotes. 

International instruments 

Treaties 
No italics for international treaties, conventions or protocols. The first time a treaty is 
mentioned the title must appear in full. Name of Treaty/Agreement year adopted, 
source where full text can be found. 

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (23 May 1969), 1155 UNTS 
331. 

United Nations Resolutions 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, GA Res 217A (1948). 
SC Res 780, reprinted in (1992) 31 ILM 1476. 

Other international instruments 
Supplement to An Agenda for Peace, 1 January 1995, UN Doc 
A/50/60-S/1991/1. 

Cross-references 
Use ‘n’ and ‘nn’ (or the full word ‘Note’ if it is the first word of the footnote), 
‘above’ and ‘below’ to indicate cross-references to other footnotes. Use ‘See text n 
34’ rather than an internal page number for a reference to text. Use ‘ibid 35’ in place 
of the immediately preceding full reference. If there are several references in a 
footnote, use surname and cross-reference, for example, ‘Brownlie, above n 34, 2’ to 
identify the particular cross-reference. 

Further information 
Melbourne University Law Review Association Inc, Australian Guide to Legal 
Citation (2002) and the Macquarie Dictionary. Inquiries should be referred to the: 
 
Associate Editor 
Australian Year Book of International Law
Centre for International and Public Law 
ANU College of Law 
The Australian National University 
Canberra  ACT  0200 
Australia 

Telephone: 61 2 6125 3090 
Facsimile: 61 2 6125 0150 

Electronic mail: cipl.law@anu.edu.au 
http://law.anu.edu.au/cipl 

November 2008 
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