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( 11 A1 KMAN'S REPORT:
Operating Funds
Current balance $276 - and declining! Very few subscriptions
have been received for the Aboriginal Law Notes.

Project Funds:
NSW Land Rights: The NSW Law Foundation has now agre< i • (.

continue funding until mid-1983 with an additional grant 
$11,815.

Land Rights - General: The Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies has decided not to fund this project. The 
Australian Research Grants Committee has agreed to fund stage 1, 
in 1983 to the extent of $13,000, about half the amount requested. 
Various possibilities for supplementary funding were discussed.
It was agreed that application should be lodged with AIAS in 
1983 to support stage 2. It was also agreed that views should 
be sought on the conduct of stage 1 from Northern Land Council, 
Central Land Council and Pitjantjatjara Council.

Legal Services Training: The question whether to fund the
course for 1983 is awaiting decision by the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs,

Publications:
There appears to be a firm proposal for publication by Legal 

Books of the conference proceedings Human Rights for Aboriginal 
People in the 1980s.

Michael Hogan's study "Legal Recognition of the right of 
Aboriginal people to hunt, fish and gather in New South Wales", 
is complete. Copies can be supplied to interested organizations 
and individuals for $2.00 to cover costs of photocopying and 
postage.

Copies of the following papers by Meredith Wilkie are also 
available on request:

"Discussion Paper: Self-Determination definition".
"Discussion Paper: Mining and Indigenous Lands: Some 

Issues and Concerns".
"Discussion Paper: A Land Rights Tribunal: Form and

Functions".
"Report from Seminar on Mining and Aboriginal Land".
"Background Paper: Mining and Aboriginal Land".
The Unit is to arrange publication of two major articles

received from Professor Richard Bartlett:
"Mineral Rights on Aboriginal Lands and Reserves in Australia" 
"Aboriginal Sacred Sites: Ownership, Rights and Protection

in Australia".
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Aboriginal Law Notes:
Registration has been given by Australia Post for 

concessional rates, and the last mailing went out under these 
arrangements.
L it ig a t io n :

Murray Meats (N.T.) Pty Ltd and the Amoonguna Aboriginal 
Community Inc, v Northern Territory Planning Authority. The 
Unit has been kept informed of the action by Peter Benjamin, a 
principal in Murray Meats which proposed a joint venture meatworks 
with the Amoonguna community on the Amoonguna land to the north of 
Alice Springs. The ADC was to assist.

The scheme ran into problems with the promulgation of the 
1981 Alice Springs Town Plan which purported to cover the 
Amoonguna land. The effect of the zoning of that land, according 
to the Northern Territory Planning Authority, would be to stop the 
meatworks project from proceeding. It would also significantly 
affect other uses of Aboriginal land under the Aboriginal Land 
Rights (N.T.) Act.

The action commenced before Toohey J. in the N.T. Supreme 
Court in late October.
Mabo v Queensland and the Commonwealth:

The case came before the High Court in October. Queensland 
is not pursuing at this stage its application to strike out the 
statement of claim, and both sides are to agree on a statement 
of facts and questions for the full court. The Minister has now 
decided that legal aid will be available.

High Court proceedings (12 November) to challenge the N.T. 
Government's alienation of land subject to the Warumungu land 
claim were noted.

Advisory Council:
Kim Wilson, on a recent visit from Darwin, asked that he and 

Bob Collins (ALP Opposition leader) be added to the network.
The Aboriginal Land Rights Support Group in Sydney has also 

been added on a straight "exchange of publications" basis.
Publications Received:

"Land Rights Wrongs", the Northern Land Councils' response 
to proposed amendments to the Aboriginal Land Rights (NT) Act, 1976. 

Aboriginal Treaty News No. 5.
Aboriginal Land Rights Support Group Newsletter, No. 18,

(August 1982).
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Consultation Document No. 4, "Services Legislation (Qld),
What has been said about the new laws", by Frank Brennan, S.J.

Consultation Document No. 5, "A proposal for services 
legislation and administration" by Frank Brennan, S.J.

Native People and Justice in Canada special issue, parts 1 
and 11 of the Canadian Legal Aid Bulletin (1982) , edited by 
Brad Morse. (The tables of contents of the two volumes are 
attached).

The Destruction of American Indian Families (1977) edited 
by Steven Unger, Association on American Indian Affairs, New York. 
(Table of contents attached).

Indian Tribes. A Continuing Quest for Survival (1981), A 
report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights.

Miscellaneous materials from the Council of Energy Resource 
Tribes, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.

Arrangements are being made for ALRU materials to be held 
in the Law Library, University of New South Wales, under 
distinctive cataloguing codes.

International Contacts:
Further correspondence with Robert M. Goldberg, Anchorage, 

Alaska.
Correspondence with Dr. Kenneth Liberman, Secretary, Northern 

Hemispheric Association for the Advancement of the Australian 
Aborigines, La Jolla, California.

Professor Richard Bartlett from the University of Saskatchewan
has sent two a r t ic le s  completed on his recent v i s i t  to Australia
on "Mineral Rights on Aboriginal Lands and Reserves in Australia"
and "Aboriginal Sacred Sites: Ownership, Rights and Protection in
Australia".
He has invited the Un it 's  assistance in publication.

Professor Bradford Morse of the University of Ottawa has 
arrived in Australia for a stay between October-March. He will 
be based mainly at the University of New South Wales but will 
trave-1 widely. He is a leading researcher and writer on Native 
Law issues in Canada and seeks to explore a number of Australian 
developments.

A revised version of the program has been received for the 
Symposia on Folk Law and Legal Pluralism to be held in Canada in 
August 1983.
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Qther Correspondence:
Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement had sent 500 copies of 

the information pamphlet "Aborigines and the Commonwealth Games". 
Copies were mailed with the September Aboriginal Law Notes.

Further correspondence with Dr. Coombs on the proposed 
seminar on Aboriginals and International Law.

Letter from Phillip Toyne, Pitjantjatjara Council, seeking 
consultation with the Council on the resource development 
negotiation project, and also seeking details of the November 
ALS Conference.
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs 

Members and staff of the Committee are to be in Sydney on 
Wednesday, 1 December in regard to their reference on education 
and have sought a "working lunch" meeting at the University with 
those members of the Unit who are able to attend.
Professional Advice:

The Unit has once again been asked to provide legal advice 
on a professional basis.
Printing:

Letterhead for the Unit and for the Aboriginal Law Bulletin 
is being prepared, also a brochure about the Unit.
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ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS (NSW) PROJECT 
Meredith Wilkie reports -
Research: I spent the week beginning Monday 27 September in
Canberra working at the libraries of the Australian Institute 
for Aboriginal Studies and the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

I spent much of the week commencing 18 October at the Crown 
Titles Branch of the Registrar General's Department searching 
Western Lands Leases for Western and North-Western Regional 
Land Councils. They were concerned to know which leases will 
expire in the relatively near future, so that potential claims 
can be properly prepared. I was given access to the tenure cards 
free of charge: normal fee is $1 per card, therefore my week's
work was worth about $14,000 to the R-G's Department. A letter 
of thanks from the Unit has been forwarded.

A number of Aboriginal organisations, especially the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust, have expressed interest in knowing what 
is the situation with respect to mineral rights on Indian lands 
in Canada and the U.S. I have been researching this question 
as part of research for a paper on comparative mineral rights 
generally.
Meetings: I was invited by the Local Government and Shires
Association to address its meeting on Land Rights held on Wednesday 
afternoon, 6 October. I summarised the Report of the Select 
Committee and answered questions. The alternative view put to 
the meeting was that of the Western Division of the Shires 
Association.

I attended ALRU (Vic.) meeting in Melbourne on Thursday,
14 October to discuss land rights developments in New South 
Wales. While in Melbourne, I also met with Bette Moore and 
Reg Blow of Dr. Ken Coghill's staff, who are working on the 
Victorian Land Rights legislation.
Papers: On 13 October I delivered copies of my draft paper on
definition of self-determination to a number of persons and 
organisations for comment. The final draft involved re
structuring and a closer analysis of past and present policies. 
Copies of this paper are available from ALRU.

On 29 October I sent letters to all State Government Ministers 
and some Labor M.P's on the issue of policies for land rights.

My report on the Mining Seminar held by the Unit on
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16 September was distributed to all participants on 28 October.
My paper on Mining and Aboriginal Land is completed.

The paper on funding will be the next to be completed.

ABORIGINAL LAW BULLETIN
Neil Rees reported that the December issue is going to 

press. It will be 16 pages and will include a large number of 
case notes. Deadline for copy for February issue is mid-January.

NSW and Victorian Law Foundation funding will cease in mid- 
1983. Subscriptions are insufficient to cover costs, and the 
Legal Service Bulletin is unlikely (at the December annual general 
meeting) to agree to increase its subscription sufficiently to 
make up the difference. It appears that subscription revenue 
(direct and indirect) may meet about half the cost but that an 
additional $2000 p.a. or more will be needed to keep the journal 
in existence. The market appears to comprise, mainly, ALS 
organizations and academics. It was suggested that ALS 
organizations may be willing to each provide a contribution to 
support the Bulletin - this may be discussed at the national ALS 
conference in November.

Neil Rees will be on leave in the first half of 1983. 
Volunteer assistance is needed in Sydney to edit the ALB during 
that period. Anyone able to assist should contact Neil Rees
(02)398-6366.

LEGAL SERVICE TRAINING COURSE
John Terry reported that the 1982 course concludes at the 

end of November. He will be recommending certificates of 
satisfactory completion for 12-14 of the students. A TERC 
evaluation of the course is being completed.

The Chief Stipendiary Magistrate is not prepared to direct 
magistrates to give field officers leave to appear but is confident 
that any problems can be overcome. Indeed, some FO's have been 
given leave to appear in courts. Barristers and others report 
improved confidence and competence in FO's during the course.

Peter Mason, of the Department of Employment and Industrial 
Relations, is to visit the course on Wednesday, 24 November, on 
behalf of the Minister, Mr. McPhee.
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The question whether DAA will fund the course again in 19 83 

is still undecided and is, apparently, awaiting the Minister's 
personal decision.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
John McCorquodale reported that his annotated bibliography 

on Aborigines and the Law is now being edited for publication by 
AIAS. It will comprise some 420 reported and unreported cases, 
all legislation from all Australian jurisdictions relating to 
Aboriginals, and secondary materials (articles, etc.) Publication 
is expected in March-April 1983, and the likely cost will be 
$15.95.

ALS DIRECTORY
Neil Rees reported that updating for a revised edition is 

completed, but that he proposes to delay reproduction and 
distribution until after the national ALS conference in November.

ALS NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Plans are well advanced for the conference. Representatives 

of most ALS organizations will be attending. Numbers expected are 
between 50-75. The sessions will be 'closed'. Several guests 
will be invited to address delegates e.g. James Crawford, Pat 
O'Shane. The agenda will be largely left to the delegates to 
settle in the opening session.

The NSW Law Foundation has donated $500 to help defray 
organizational expenses. Otherwise delegates will cover their 
own expenses. Volunteers are needed to help with telephoning 
during the last week, and with arrangements during the Conference, 
(Contact Neil Rees (02)398-6366). It is hoped that ALS (NSW) 
will arrange a social function on Saturday evening, 27 November.

CUSTOMARY LAW
Colin Tatz reported that AIAS will provide money to John 

von Sturmer and himself to organize a 2-3 day workshop on the 
ALRC reference in Sydney in March or April 1983 with the aim of 
producing specific responses to the ALRC's discussion and research 
papers from anthropologists, lawyers and others. Those interested 
to attend should contact him (02)88-9372.
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RACE RELATIONS
Colin Tatz reported that Christine Mcllvanie's thesi on 

Wee Waa, titled "What Killed Eddie Murray?" has now been 
submitted, and he is discussing publication possibilities.

ABORIGINAL CHILDREN
Richard Chisholm mentioned a number of factors which, m  

his opinion, indicated that the time has come for seminar/ 
conference activity in regard to child welfare and justice 
issues in regard to Aboriginal children. One of those factors 
is the presence in Australia (until March) of Brad Morse from 
Canada. There was general discussion and it was agreed, in 
principle, that the Unit would be willing to support proposals 
which Richard Chisholm and others might develop.

ALRU 1983
Garth Nettheim noted that Neil Rees would be overseas for 

the first half of 1983, and that he himself will be away from 
January until April. Proposals for the management of ALRU (NSW) 
will be presented at the December meeting.
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ABORIGINAL LAW RESEARCH UNIT (VIC)

FOURTH MEETING -  INTERIM COMMITTEE, 14 OCTOBER 1982, 

VALS OFFICE Brunswick Street, Fitzroy 6. p.m.

1. Present: Anna Radonic, Meredith Wilkie, Eve Fes 1
Ian Grey, Brian Keon-Cohen, Sean McLaughlin, Reg Blow,
Betty Moore, Len Hartnett, Herb Pe tt it .

2. Apologies: Michael Dodson, Richard Brear, Barbara
Hocking, Wendy Peter.

3. New South Wales Land R ights: Meredith W ilkie, research
o f f ic e r  ALRU (N .S .W .) reported on her a c t iv it ie s  
concerning the development of land rights leg is la t ion  
in New South Wales. She stated the B i l l  was with a 
drafting committee; would be tabled before Christmas; 
would l i e  over un til  Autumn 1983; would be based on 
the policy recommendations of the Kean Committee; but 
would contain amendments of Kean proposa ls ;
there was a need fo r  regional land councils and six
such regional councils had been proposed, .eg, Western 
Region , North West, South Coast and North coast.

These would probably be recognised; though the Redfern 
ALS opposed this^

Meredith tabled a report
which was c ircu lated  . to
the meeting.

Discussion developed concerning the various issues.
The current land councils in New South Wales had no 
lega l standing; they operate by donation; i t  appears 
that the New South Wales government has not committed 
i t s e l f  to land rights or any particu la r  type of scheme 
or funding; the Premier, Mr. Wran had promised that only 
the current 4,500 hectares would be vested in communities.

I t  appears the M inister, Mr. Frank Walker, 
had rejected the ju d ic ia l  model; further the Aboriginal 
Ministry appears to have re jected the ju d ic ia l  model*
Three possib le  schemes of vesting land remained;
(1 ) former reserve to be transferred automatically;
(2 ) as to vacant Crown land, claimants would apply to 
the Minister; (3 ) purchase on the open market.

A backlash was developing in New South Wales country 
d is t r ic ts .  There were funding problems as between the
Commonwealth and the State and the ro le  of the Commonwealth 
A.D.C.,  i f  any. The A.D.C. has funds to buy land and also  
maintains land and houses. A Ministry discussion paper 
(June 1982) had been issued, mainly regarding the ro le  
of regional land councils.

Discussion continued concerning the d e s ira b i l ity  or 
otherwise of uniform land rights leg is la t io n  in South 
Eastern Australia. Discussion rnnrprni n cr wh pthor
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complementary programmes (e.g. employment) were being 
considered in New South Wales along with land rights.
Notei that assimilation was still New South Wales 
government policy, and was still actively pursued by 
DAA in New South Wales. The Kean committee recommended 
the rejection of DAA type "self management", and New 
South Wales assimilation and proposed"self determination'.'
Mr. David Pollard had prepared a paper on the failings 
of assimilation policies.
Meredith intended to analyse the Bill when it appeared and 
develop comments.
Apart from the above land rights work, Meredith was 
identifying areas of concern with communities; identifying 
areas where the Ministry was not operating; developing 
a model for mineral development and mineral rights
arrangements.
Victorian Land Rights: Reg Blow and Betty Moore reported on
developments. Consultation had ended* legislation was now 
being drafted to be circulated for comment. Other interest 
groups, e.g., graziers were being approached. Reg Blow 
was to speak to local government councils. Bill was 
expected in early December.
Eve Fesi suggested that the main points resulting from 
community discussions might be circulated. Compensation
was still not included.
As to the proposed ADA, Cabinet had approved an interim 
elected Aboriginal committee to discuss issues regarding 
the setting up of the authority with communities. Draft 
Bill expected by the Autumn.
Relations with Government: Les Hartnett suggested we
write a formal letter to Cain noting the existence of 
ALRU (Vic) and our interest in various issues and requesting 
to be kept informed, and put on mailing lists etc.
Submission for funds: To be settled and forwarded to New
South Wales and Vic. law foundations and Vic. government.
Need to fund specific projects.
Police notification system: Ian Grey reported that his 
report was under preparation being in the form of a submission 
to police authorities. Noted the last meeting was with 
Deputy Commissioner Thompson last August. Nothing 
appeared to have resulted.
Relationships with VALS: Information was sought concerning
contact with VALS' directors and their attitude to ALRU. 
Reported that the matter had been discussed with directors 
and they were happy to be informally kept in touch. ALRU 
could'-.use the building. Suggested minutes be sent 
regularly to the directors; and that A1RU reps seek to 
attend their meetings.
Agreed that AlRU's expertise should be made available to 
discuss issues with communities around Victoria, via
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VALS contacts. VALS might suggest communities 
requiring such advice from ALRU from time to time.

9. Next Meeting: Thursday 18 November 5.50 Law Institute
of Victoria Bourke Street, Melbourne.


