
letters
Dear Editors,
I have just read the ACJ and feel moved to  write to congratulate you.
I ’m a criminal (I suppose), as I recently served a three-year sentence 
for importing cannabis. I was fined $1,000 too.
The point I was going to make is tha t all this study and research is 
really just a load of bullshit — unless researchers really do want to 
help crims, potential crims, and ex-crims, in which case there are so 
many more positive ways of going about it. But for a start they must 
get away from their cosy ‘middle-class’ security, values and pre
judices, and really ‘get inside the heads’ of the guys they are studying. 
I could rave on, but I know that you understand w hat I ’m getting at.
Often when I walk past the NZ Justice D epartm ent’s research 
section here in Wellington, I feel an urge to  march in, kick over a 
few filing cabinets and tables, then accuse them all of being frauds 
and charlatans. Oh yes, i t ’s nice to draw up lots of lovely-looking 
graphs and statistics and things, but meanwhile, all those guys (and 
women) out there in the prisons are just rotting on. Nothing changes. 
The ‘research’ being done here reminds me of someone standing at 
the bo ttom  of a cliff watching people fall off the edge every now 
and then, and saying, “Yes, and there’s another one, . . . ” and 
marking it down on their chart, whereas all the time they should be 
at the top of the cliff repairing the bloody fence, or better still 
making sure that nobody comes too near the edge.
Anyway, keep up the good work. I hope that good things come out 
of it.

F.
New Zealand.
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