
EDITORIAL i

Here we are a g a in , a c tu a l ly  on tim e w ith  t h is  l a t e s t  
i s s u e  o f  th e  new annual A .C .J . The th ree  l a s t  i s s u e s  
r e p r in te d  the th ree  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  P r iso n ers  A ction  Group 
su b m ission  to  the NSW Royal Commission in to  p r is o n s . With '
t h is  and fu tu re  is s u e s  we hope to  broaden the range o f  
i s s u e s  covered and deepen th e a n a ly s i s .

As su b sc r ib ers  are aware, th e  A .C .J . has now c u t i t s  «
m a te r ia l l in k s  w ith  th e P .A .G ., i t  i s  no lon ger a P.A.G. 
p u b lic a t io n . However, th e  jo u r n a l w i l l  o f  course co n tin u e  
to  champion the s tr u g g le  o f  p r is o n e r s . The r o o ts  o f  r a d ic a l  
cr im in o log y  in  A u s tr a lia  are s tr o n g ly  entw ined in  the upsurge  
o f  p r iso n  m ilita n c y  and p o l i t i c i s a t i o n  o f  th e la t e  1960s and 
1970s. I t  i s  thus n o t a case  o f  ‘ tu rn in g  our backs* on th e  
p r iso n  s tr u g g le .  Such a cou rse i s  n e ith e r  in ten ded  nor 
ind eed  p o s s ib le .

Rather th e ta sk  th a t  l i e s  b e fo re  us i s  to  broaden and 
g e n e r a lis e  the combat, to  forge  ev er  s tro n g er  and w ider  
a l l ia n c e s  and netw orks, to  i n f i l t r a t e  l e f t i s t  p r a c t ic e s , 
th ou ght, and p r a c t it io n e r s  in to  every  fa c e t  o f  d a i ly  l i f e .
The s tr u g g le  cannot be i s o la t e d  to  th e in s t i t u t io n s  and 
r e la t io n s  o f the r e p r e s s iv e  s t a t e  app aratus. A tte n tio n  must 
be g iven  to  a wide range o f  i s s u e s ,  i n s t i t u t io n s  and p r a c t ic e s  
i e .g .  the p o l ic e ,  law yers, th e j u d ic ia r y , le g a l  i s s u e s ,  le g a l  
a id , p sy ch ia try  and p sy ch o lo g y , th e s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  fa c in g  
p a r t ic u la r  groups such as women, a b o r ig in e s , m igran ts, c h ild r e n  
e t c . ) .  A d iv e r se  range o f  * d i s c ip l in e s  * are p o t e n t ia l ly  
in v o lv ed  -  law, h is t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  p o l i t i c a l  economy, p h ilo so p h y , 
p sych o lo g y , an th rop o logy , s e m io t ic s ,  c u ltu r a l  s tu d ie s ,  e t c .
C onnections must be forged  w ith  a range o f  fo rces  c o n te s t in g  
b o u rgeo is hegemony in  g e n e r a l.

For in  a p eriod  o f  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s ,  crim e, law, ’o rd er* , 
a u th o r ity , become in c r e a s in g ly  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s ,  in c r e a s in g ly  
prey to  the ev o ca tio n s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  punishm ent, m oralism .
Such n o tio n s  provide a f e r t i l e  te r r a in  for  th ese  w ish in g  to  
c o n str u c t and stren g th en  a c o n s e r v a t iv e , au th c-ritarian  
con sen su s. I t  i s  v i t a l  then, th a t  the l e f t  dees n ot v a ca te  
t h e s e  aren as, th ese  forums, does not m erely concede them 
to  the fo r c e s  o f r e a c t io n . We must develop  s t r a t e g ie s  o f  
combat, s t r a t e g ie s  th a t are s u f f i c i e n t ly  s o p h is t ic a te d  to  
enable us a ccu ra te ly  to •■ 'hart and an a ly se  the rea l m a te r ia l
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•nd teeial forc«< out of which conservative® construct such 
ttu» authoritarian consensus. Such tirattgUs oust ha sensitive 
to the ambiguous and contradictory meanings and applanations 
that can be attributed to crime# strategies sharp anough to 
differentiate# not to mechanically glorify or condemn but tc 
probe' and reconstruct.- . The'tasks lie before us*

These tasks require different skills# attributes# 
actors; different levels mmi forms of resistance, Thus in 
this issue we op̂ si with pfcyuqgle Notes* concrete# on~the«
ground issues such as verbal, the Ananda Marge frame up* the 
Ferrai&atta attack# the Bacon case and others* Some of these 
items are reprints free* leaflets and publication® put out by 
activists  and tho&c involved themselves* And then in the 
Articles section vs publish two longer papers# cn protest In 
Queensland and a n welf&re law and styles? of authority, both 
written by law students for the Criminal Justice System course 
at The la tter article is  illu s tra tiv e  of a more
theoretical approach and discourse that we feel it is important 
to foster* alongside the account© of concrete day-to-day 
struggle* This is»u& also h&s a;i 1 n t ernat ic na 1 flavour with 
two articles from New Zealand* ona by two detached youth 
workers In the field working with Maori gangs* New Zealand's 
current law and order bogey and a companion piece in which 
the background to the&e events is reviewed.

The difficulties in funding continue to  make a glossier, 
more •professional' production impossible* This issue has 
beeti produced on the proverbial shoe-string. We hope by 1982 
to be on a more secure financial footing and perhaps to embark 
on a more polished format. Feedback on the content and style 
would be appreciated. Keep those subscriptions* and of course 
contributions rolling in*

David Brown 
George Sdenkowski 
June# 1980
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MULAWA MEDICINE
» y  P A M  A L A C K E ft

%m I£75 a group o f  e x -M u U w a  pris- 
« W f*  a«d! wom ens s y m p a th e t ic  to  
the plight o f  wonrwn in  p r iso n  g o t  
together a m i fo r m e d  the W om en  
B e h in d  Bars, O tw  o f  ih e )«  w o m e n ,  
M ic h e lle  H o u s e v n M ol& wg p r iso n e r  
h a d  b e e n  k n e e d  in th e  s to m a c h  an d  
a n d  a s sa u lte d  b y  M rs K ic r n a n , a 
M u la w a  p r iso n  o f f ic e r .  Ms H o u se  
g * v e  e v id e n c e  to  th e  N ag fe  R o y a l  
C o m m is s io n  in to  p r iso n s  reg ard in g  
th e  in c id e n t .
Needle** to say m  action was taken 
against Kieman and it is an indictment of 
the system that today vw? 53 acting 
Deputy Superintendent «i Muliwr, has 
been Acting Superintendent since the 
Royal Co»nmission and is currently invol
ved In a concerted campaign to become 
permanent Superintendent

Conditions since the Royal Commswaon 
have become progressively woven. The ex
istence of m  internal and external syst
em of rdior wire fence* (condemned by 
the Geneva Convention) make* it imposs
ible foe prisoners tc move about even 
within the confine* of the }*tl. H ie intro
duction of the pna& system - where passes 
must be issued to more ar&und the jail 
has added even further tc the confine
ment and Immobilisation of the women.

Organising classes or activities at Mutaw* 
W  always been a mejor problem. One of 
the moat common reasons is the attitude 
of the screws which for the moot pan 
could be construed as outright sabotage. 
Educational programs. A A  meetings and 
visits by the Leichhardt Women's Health 
Centra are afl subject to the whun of 
screen. They now often deny the women 
an escort, yet the women have in the pert 
walked das short distance them on their 
own.

Total obedience to the will of each and 
every screw it an essential prerequisite for 
any prisoner wanting to do any activity. 
Lack of communication is another com- 
on reason why programs never get off 
tha ground. Whilst some prisoners ere 
told about them, others are not and be
cause group* of prisoners are isolated 
from each other by fences and pas* sys
tems. As a result, attendance at ptogram* 
and activities is often low and this la then 
used sa an excuse to terminate them. 
Video courses, legal rights courses, mech
anics courses have at some time been 
available at Mulawa but they have always 
been abandoned even when they proved 
popular with the women beceuae direct
ly or Indirectly they were sabotaged by 
die screws.

The control thru. Mulawa screws have over 
the women prisoners far exceeds that of 
the screws In tha men's jails. The women 
fee? they are far more downtrodden than 
the male crlms and this i* evident In many 
great. The screws blame the increasing 
tension us Mulawa (it is higher than it has 
ever been) on the amount of drugs getting 
Into the jail and this excuse seems to be 
readily accepted by the Department.

Drug use however can be seen as a red 
herring when other factors are taken into 
consideration e.g, increased security, few» 
er opportunities for communieaM* n bet
ween prisoner, feck of activities. or 
no physical exercise, and lack o f *>Mk 
opportunities.

The >*"'<-?»en previously ^<uV.ed at the


