EDITORIAL 1.

Here we are again, actually on time with this latest
issue of the new annual A.C.J. The three last issues
reprinted the three sections of the Prisoners Action Group
submission to the NSW Royal Commission into prisons. With
this and future issues we hope to brcaden the range of
issues covered and deepen the analysis.

As subscribers are aware, the A.C.J. has now cut its
material links with the P.A.G., it is nc lcnger a PLA.G.
publication. However, the journal will of course continue
to champion the struggle of prisoners. The roots of radical
criminology in Australia are strongly entwined in the upsurge
of prisorn militancy and politicisation of the late 1960s and
1970s. It is thus not a case of 'turning our backs' on the
prison strugglea. Such =z course is neither intended nor

indeed possible.

Rather the task that lies before us is to broader and
genaralise the combat, to forge ever stronger and wider
alliances and networks, to infiltrate leftist practices,
thousht, and practitioners into every facet of cdaily life.

The struggle cannot be isolated toc the institutions and
relations of the repressive state apparatus. Attenticn must

be ygiven to a wide range of issues, institutions and cractices
(e.g. the police, lawyers, the judiciary, legal issues, legal
aid, psychiatry ard psychology, the specific issues facing
varticular groups such as women, aborigines, migrants, children
atc.). A diverse range of 'disciplines' are potentially
involved -~ law, history, politics, political economy, zhilosophy,
psychology, anthropology, semiotics, cultural studies, =tc.
Connections must be forged with a range of forces contesting

bourgeois hegemony in general.

For in a pericd of eccncmic crisis, crime, law, ‘order',
authority, beccme increoasingly sensictive issues, increasinglvy
arey
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to the evocations of disciplinre, punishment, moralism.

Such notions provide a fertile terrain for thcse wishing to
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onstruct and strengthen a conservative, authc-itarian

onsensus. It is wical then, that the left dces not vacate
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these arenas, these forums, does not merely concede them
v the forces of reaction. We must develop strategies of
combat, stratejiss that are sufficiently sophisticated to

anable us accurately £2 ~hart and analyse the roal material
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and social forces cut of which conservatives construct such

an authoritarian consensus. Such strategles must be sensitive
to the ambigucue and eontradictory meanings and explanations
that can be attributed to crime, strategies sharp snough to
ﬁitzcrnntiate, rot to mechsnicaily ¢lorify ox condemn but &
ptﬂbﬁ and reconetruat. . The taska lie before usg.

These tsska require Aiffaxent skills, actributes,
uﬁtoru} different levalzs end forus ¢f xesistance. Thus in
this issuz we open with come ftrvggle Notess onncrete, oh~the-
ground fssues puch az verbal, the inanda Msrxrga frame up, the
Parraratte ztiack, tike Bacor caze and others. Some of these
fteme are reprints fron leafliets and publicationz put out by
activiets and thovs invelved themsslves. &nd then in the
Articles section wa publiizh twe lengex papers, cn protest in
Gusensland and on weifare law and ztylee of authority, both
written by law students for the Criminal Justics System courss
at UNESW, The latiter article g {lluscraiive of a more
theoreticel approach and diacourse that we fw&l it is importanc
@ fogtex, amicngeide the accounts of concraie day-to~day
struggle. Thie iszue alec has 22 international flavour with
twe articles from New Issland, ome Ly twe detached youth
workexs in the fleld working with Maxexr: gangs, New Zealand's
current law and crdsr bagey and a companion piece in which
the background to thewe events ie reviewed.

The difficulties in funding continue to make a glossier,
more 'profescicnsl’ production impossibie. Thiz issuve has
been preduced on the proverkbial shoe-string. We hope by 1982
to be on a more secure financial footing and perhaps to embark
on a mors polished format. Faedback on the content and style
would be appreciated. Keep those subscriptions, and cf course
contributions rolling in.

David Brown
George Sdenkowski

June, 1980
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° MULAWA MEDICINE

b 1975 o group of ex-Mulawa pris-
erers and woniei: sympathetic to
the plight of women in peson got
together and iormed the Women
Behind Bars, One of these women,
Michelle House, s Molawa prisoner
had been kneed in the stomach and
and asssulted bty Mry Kiernan, a
Mulawa prdsen officer. Ms House
gave evidence w the Nagle Royal
Comnussion into prisunx tegarding
the incident,

Neoediea to say ne action wax taken
against Kieman and it 1s #a indictment of
the systemn that (oday e iz acung
Deputy  Superintendent at Mulawe, hag
been Acung Supsdntsndent since the
Royal Cormission and is currertly invel.
ved in a concerted cempaign 10 become
parmanent Superintendeni.

Conditions since the Royal Commirdion
have become progressively worsn, The ex-
tstence of an internal and external sym.-
em of razor wire Tences (condemned by
the Genevy Conventicn) makss it imposs-
tble for prisoners tc move about even
within the conflnes of the jad. The tatro-
ducton of the pass yystem - where pases
must ba ismed to move arcand the jail
hes added evem furthey (c the confine-
ment and fmmobilisation of the women,

Organising classes or activiies at Mulaws
s always been a mejor preblom, One of
the most common ressons ia the atitnde
of the screws which (or the most pan
could be construed as cutright sabotage.
Educational programa, AA mestings and
visits by the Leichhardt Women's Health
Contre are all wbject to the whim of
acrews. They now ofien deny the women
an eecort, yet the women have in the pamt
waiked the short distance there on their
own.

BY PAM BLACKER

Totwal obedience to the will of each and
every screw is an essential prerequisite (on
any prisoner wanting to do any activity.
Lack of communication s ancther com-
on reason why programs neves geq off
the ground. Whilst some prisoners are
told about them, otherr are nct and be-
cause groupe of prisoners are isclaed
frora each other by fenices and pass sys-
tems. As a result, attendance st programe
and activities is often low and this (2 then
ued ps an excuse to terminate them.
Video courses, legal rights courses, mech-
anics courses have at some time besm
available at Mulawa but they have always
been sbandoned even when they proved

pular with the b direct-
{y or they were sabotaged by

owa.
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The control tha: Mulaws screws have over
the women prisoners far exceeds that of
the screws in the men's jails. The women
fee! they are far more downtsodden than
the maie crims and thia is sviden? in many
areas. Tiie screws blame the increasing
ten:sion e Mulawz (it is higher than it hae
ever been) on the amount of d-ugs getting
into the jail and dhus excuse seems to be
resdily accepted by the Department.

Drug use however can be seen as a red
herring when other facton ure taken into
consideration e, increased security, fews
er oppostunites for communica'ic 0 het
ween prisoner, fack of activitigs, little or
no physical exercise, and lack of wiyk
opportunities.
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