
EX--PRI SOMERS' HALF-WAY HOUSE UNDER ATTACK

In 1975 Che Nev South Wales Prisoners' Action Group set up a half-way 
house for ex-prisoners in Glebe in the inner city area of Sydney. It was 
by no means the first attempt to provide accommodation for recently released 
persons. What was unique about Glebe House was that it was firmly grounded 
in a philosophy committed to decarceration. Autonomy, self-management were 
key features. It was avowedly not an extension of the social control net
work beyond the prison walls. This is not to say that there were not pro- 
bation/parole officers to whom residents had to report, internal hassles 
about day to day survival and management. Until 1979 the House was sub
stantially funded by donations of money and volunteer labour. More recently 
grants have been received from both the Department of Corrective Services 
and of Youth and Community Services with an inevitable encroachment on 
policy initiatives. However, the principle of ex-prisoner management has * 
been retained.

In late 1980 a series of attacks upon Glebe House have been made by 
police, adopted by certain members of the judiciary and widely reported in 
the media. Significantly, there were in fact only two incidents before 
the courts involving former Glebe House residents which resulted in multiple 
press reports as a result of a series of adjournments. Judge Hicks of the 
District Criminal Court is reported as having said that the half-way house 
"would seem to provide criminals, with a base for their criminal activities" 
and hoped that someone would look into Glebe House*. Earlier, in the 
other incident, Judge Goran had apparently described Glebe House as a 
"thieves1 kitchen".

Interestingly, two years earlier, Justice Nagle in his Royal Commission 2report , discussing the importance of after-care facilities, makes these remarks*

"Too often, promising projects such as half-way houses have 
failed simply because the community wee not orepared even to 
tolerate them. They have been described as 'thieves' kitchens 
under official auspices. The Department should make greeter 
efforts to win public support and understanding."^

The difficulties generated by the community intolerance referred to are 
only exacerbated by ill-considered statements such as Judge Hicks end Judge



I).
Goran r e p o r te d ly  made.

The N agle R eport en d o rsee  th e  v a lu e  o f  h a lf -w a y  houses and lam en ts 
th e  le e k  o f f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o rt g iv en  to  d a te t

”011 th e  m a te r ia l  b e fo re  th e  Com m ission, i t  i s  a p p a re n t th a t  a 
l o t  o f  h a lf -w a y  hou ses  co u ld  be im proved by Government p o l ic y  
and s u p p o r t , m ainly  f i n a n c i a l ,  and t h a t  th e s e  h a lf -w a y  hou ses  
sh o u ld  be p la c e d  in  a p o s i t i o n  to  make s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t te m p t to  
p ro v id e  f i n a n c ia l  and m a te r ia l  s u p p o rt f o r  n e w ly -re le a s e d  p r i 
s o n e r s .  The e v id e n c e , how ever, s u g g e s te d  th a t  ad e q u a te  Govern
ment fu n d in g  h as  n o t been fo rth c o m in g  and th e  schemes a re  
s t i f l e d  th ro u gh  la c k  o f money.

The e a r l i e r  c r i t i c i s m  by Judge Goran a p p ea rs  to  have been b ased  on 
c e r t a in  a l l e g a t io n s  by a d e te c t iv e  in  th e  Armed Hold-Up Squad. The
g ra tu i to u s  re  mark t  ha t  Gld^g. House w a s - " t h i e v e s  * k i tc h e n ” , a t t r i b u t e d  to  
Judge G oran, ~ c o r m  b ec au se  o f th e  enhanced  c r e d i b i l i t y  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  g iv en  to  j u d i c i a l  s ta te m e n ts .  I t  is  a l u r i d  em otive p h ra s e .
A  m a tte r  which h as  n o t re c e iv e d  any p u b l i c i t y  ia  t h a t  th e  d e te c t iv e  was 
a l le g e d ly  in v o lv ed  in  a r a id  on Glebe House in  l a t e  December, 1979 w ith  a 
la rg e  number o f d e te c t iv e s  from th e  Armed Hold-Up Squad. I t  i s  a l le g e d  by 
r e s id e n t s  o f  G lebe House who a re  n o t th e  s u b je c t  o f any ch arge  a r i s i n g  o u t 
o f  th e  r a id  t h a t  th ey  were s u b je c te d  to  a b u se , a s s a u l t  and were t e r r o r i s e d  
a t  g u n -p o in t;  t h a t  a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  p ro p e r ty  was u n n e c e s s a r i ly  
d e s tro y e d ; th a t  is s u e s  o f J a i l  News (a  p r i s o n e r s ' new spaper) and o th e r  
p r in te d  m a tte r  were s e iz e d  and c o n f is c a te d  w ith o u t c a u se . C om pla in ts ab o u t 
t h e s e  m a tte rs  were made to  th e  N.S.W. Ombudsman and a re  s t i l l  b e in g  in v e s -  
t  i g a t e d . _ n ^

Why has Glebe House been s in g le d  o u t fo r  a t t a c k  from th e  v a r io u s  h a l f 
way houses? I s  i t  becau se  i t  has a bad t r a c k  re c o rd  as f a r  as r e c id iv is m  
i s  concerned?

G arth  Symonds, b a r r i s t e r  and S e c re ta r y  o f  Glebe House L im ite d , w ro te  
to  th e  Sydney Morning H era ld  in  th e s e  te rm s :

" i f  your re p o r t  o f c r i t i c i s m  le v e l l e d  by Judge H icks a t  G lebe 
House (H e ra ld , December 6) i s  an a c c u ra te  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  His 
H onour's  rem arks , then th a t  c r i t i c i s m  re v e a ls  a la c k  o f  aware
n e ss  o f  th e  r o le  o f Glebe House and o th e r  h a lf-w ay  hou ses  fo r  
e x -p r l s o n e r s  in  th e  p re v e n tio n  o f crim e and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f 
e x -o f f e n d e r s .  W hile some o f  th e  J u d g e 's  rem arks w ere c h a l l 
enged by em ployees o f  Glebe House in  y o u r r e p o r t ,  th e r e  a re  
o th e r  is s u e s  r a i s e d  by th e  r e p o r t  I  w ish  to  comment on .



Given th e  e x t r a o r d in a r i l y  h ig h  r a te  o f re -o f f e n d in g  in  g e n e ra l 
(o f  p r is o n e r s  now s e rv in g  s ix  months o r  more in  N.S.W. P r is o n s  
ab o u t 80 p e r c e n t a re  r e - o f f e n d e r s ) ,  some e x -p r i s o n e r s  who a re  
s ta y in g  a t  G lebe House o r who have s ta y e d  th e re  w i l l  u n d ou b ted ly  
r e - o f f e n d .  S in ce  A ugust, 1975, up to  S ep tem ber, 1980, how ever, 
o f  some 563 e x -o ff e n d e rs  who have been h e lp e d  by G lebe H ouse, 160 
o r  some 28 p e r  ce n t have re -o f fe n d e d . Thus th e  re c o rd  o f  Glebe 
House in  com parison  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l r e c id iv is m  r a t e  ie  e x c e l l e n t .
D e te c tiv e  Tees i s  re p o rte d  to  have s a id  in  r e f e r r i n g  to  G lebe 
House: ' I  c a n 't  say  e good word ab o u t i t . '  L es t i t  be th o u g h t 
t h a t  such a view  ie  r e p r e a e n ta t iv e  o f th e  p o l ic e ,  e c l a s s  o f  
ab o u t 30 p o l ic e  o f f i c e r s  I  te a c h ,  alm ost w ith o u t e x c e p tio n , con
s id e r  h a lf -w a y  hou ses  fo r  e x -p r i s o n e r s  to  be o f  g re a t  v a lu e .
t co nclude by q u o tin g  from a l e t t e r  o f  Septem ber X to  th e  M in is te r  
fo r  C o r re c tiv e  S e rv ic e s  from  M e ssrs . B rle se  end A nderson, chairm an  
and dep uty  chairm an o f S tip e n d ia ry  M a g is tra te e  r e s p e c t iv e ly :
'T h a t p r o je c t  CGlebe House! a f fo rd s  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  to  s o c ie ty  in  
th e  a f t e r c a r e  o f  p r i s o n e r s  and d e ta in e e s .  I t  i s  a f a c i l i t y  h ig h ly  
v a lu ed  by m a g is t r a te s  en d eav o u rin g  to  a d m in is te r  th e  c r im in a l  
j u s t i c e  sy s tem  w ith  co m p ass io n .' . " 5

Why th en  d id  Glebe H ouse, w ith  a s i g n i f i c a n t  su c cess  r a t e  in  p r i s o n e r  
a f t e r - c a r e ,  a t t r a c t  such v i l i f i c a t i o n ?  The answ er, i t  i s  s u g g e s te d , i s  
s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .  E x -p r iso n e rs  a t  Glebe House a re  a t te m p tin g  to  ta k e  c o n tro l  
o f  t h e i r  own d e s t in y .  Employees o f  th e  House have f r e q u e n t ly  a r t i c u l a t e d  
c r i t i c i s m s  o f p r i s o n s ,  p o l i c e ,  the ju d ic i a r y  and th e  D epartm ent o f  C o r re c tiv e  
S e r v ic e s .  By ad o p tin g  such an approach  th ey  c o n tin u e  to  c o u r t  th re a te n e d  
w ith d ra w a l o f  funds and f u r th e r  p o lic e /m e d ia  h a rra s sm e n t. I t  is  no t th e  
f i r s t  time th a t  Judge Goran has a t ta c k e d  p r is o n  a c t i v i s t s .

In  A p r i l ,  1975 he was th e  t r i a l  judge in  a case  in v o lv in g  s e v e ra l  p r i 
s o n e rs  a l le g e d ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  B a th u rs t Gaol r i o t  o f F e b ru a ry , 1974. While 
th e  t r i a l  was p a r t - h e a r d  th e  judge a t te n d e d  a C onference a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
New S outh  Wales a t te n d e d  by th e  p re s s  o rg a n ise d  by th e  Academy o f  F o ren s ic  
S c ie n c e s . D uring t h i s  co n fe ren ce  he i s  re p o rte d  to  have s t a t e d  " I  would c a l l  
th e  a c t io n  o f some 200 men w ith in  th e  c o n fin e s  o f  a p r is o n  w a ll to  b u rn  down 
th e  p r i s o n  and p erh ap s  b rea k  o u t -  I  would c a l l  th a t  te r r o r i s m  to  ac h iev e  a 
c a u se " . Given t h a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f B a th u rs t Gaol a t  th e  tim e o f th e  r i o t  
was some 200 men i t  was f a i r  comment th a t  th e  ju d g e  ap p eared  to  have p re 
ju d g ed  th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  o f th e  t r i a l  o ver which he was c u r r e n t ly  p r e s id in g .  
T h is  was im proper d e s p i te  the c o n te n tio n  th a t  he was n o t th e  f i n a l  a r b i t e r  as 
f a r  as  th e  f a c t s  were co n ce rn ed . For p re s e n t  p u rpo ses  o th e r  rem arks re p o r te d 
ly  made a t  th e  same tim e a re  o f g r e a te r  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  A f te r  r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  
C o u n c il fo r  C iv i l  L ib e r t ie s  and id e n t i f y in g  i t s  th en  P r e s id e n t ,  Ken B uck ley , 
Judge Goran in d ic a te d  th a t  C .C .L . members w ere th e  dupes o f p erso n s  who



esp o u sed  th e  t e r r o r i s t  c a u s e . The innuendo  v u  ta k e *  to r e f e r  to  Tony 
Green a t  t h a t  t i n e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  P r i s o n e r s  * A c tio n  Group and a C .C .L . 
cotaodL t  te e  m ev b tr. Roth th e  F.A .O . and C .C .L . b een  a c t i v e  i n  c a l l i n g
f o r  a  Royal Coondesim i i n to  p r ia o n e  i n  N .S.W . The ju d g e f a u n s u b s ta n t ia te d  
re n a rk s  w ere v ig o ro u s ly  r e b u t te d ^ .  However, c o n s id e ra b le  damage had been  
done.

The c u r r e n t  a t t a c k  on G lebe House h as  re m ark a b le  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  I t  
i s  c r u d e , u n s u b s ta n t i s te d  end y e t  b e a rs  Che im p rim atu r o f  h ig h  j u d i c i a l  
o f f i c e .  The v ig o u r  o f  th e  a t ta c k  and i t a  n ew sw o rth iness  ap p ea rs  to  be in  
d i r e c t  p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  e x ^ p r is o n e ra  a t  G lebe H ouse.

W hile th e  ju d g e s  who do n o t b o th e r  to  v i s i t  G lebe House to  see  fo r  
th em se lv es  v i l i f y  i t  as a " th ie v e s *  k itchen** , i t s  o cc u p an ts  and em ployees 
w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  seek  employment and s h e l t e r  f o r  e x - p r i s o n e r s ,  to  e a se  th e  
p assa g e  in to  a h o s t i l e  community f o r  p e rso n s  o f te n  b r u t a l i s e d  by lo n g - te rm  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n  and to  cam paign f o r  a p u b lic  en q u iry  in to  th e  most 
r e c e n t  i n j u s t i c e  p e r p e t r a te d  upon p r i s o n e r s  in  N .S .W ., th e  P a r ra m a tta  
A ttack  o f  O c to b e r, 1980.

No te s
1. Sydney Morning H era ld  6 .1 2 .1 9 8 0 .
2 . R eport o f th e  Royal Commission in to  New South  Wales P r i s o n s ,  N.S.W. 

Government P r i n t e r ,  1978 (The N agle R e p o r t) .
3. N eagle R ep o rt, p . 337. Note t h a t  th e  fo o tn o te  r e fe re n c e s  r e l i e d  on 

by N agle J  -  namely Tom C la y to n , Men in  P r i s o n ,  1970, p . 27 and 
R eport on C o r re c tio n s  by th e  U .S. N a t io n a l A dv iso ry  Commission on 
C rim in a l J u s t i c e  S ta n d a rd s  and G ao ls , 1973, W ash ington , D.C. — have 
been o m itted  from th e  quo ted  rem arks.

4 . N agle R e p o rt, p . 340,
3 . Sydney H orning H era ld  1 0 .1 2 .1 9 8 0 .
6 . Sea l e t t e r  to  th e  e d i t o r ,  Sydney M orning H era ld  2 1 .5 .1 9 7 5 .



GLEBE HOUSE
A REFUGE FOR EX-PRISONERS

G lebe  House b e fo re  I t  u ae r e s t o r e d

128 GLEBE PT RD GLEBE NSW



I*

SOMETHING ABOUT GLEBE HOUSE
Gl ebe House was e s t a b l i s h e d  as  a w e l f a r e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  P r i s o n e r s  a c t i o n  Group who r e c o g n i s e d  t he  need t o  a s s i s t  e x - o f f e n d e r s  i n a p r a c t i c a l  way t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  i n s o c i e t y  by p r o v i d i n g  s h o r t  and medium term accommodation and board a t  minimum or NO c o s t . . . .  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  c r i t i c a l  month o f  f re e d o m . .
S i t u a t e d  in an o l d  h o u s e ,  owned and r e no va te d by t he  F eder al  Government In G l e b e . . .  our "Halfway House’ has been in e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a l i t t l e  ov e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  f i r s t l y  a t  28 Derwent S t , GLEBE and now from our p r e s e n t  p r e m i s e s  s i n c e  December 1977.
The house b u i l t  and d e s i g n e d  by Edmund B l a c k e t  S n r . n 1863 has been r e s t o r e d  t o o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  by the  F eder al  Government.
Glebe House i s  a l a r g e ,  t en room hous e s i t u a t e d  a t  128 GLEBE POINT ROAD, GLEBE. There i s  accommodation  a v a i l a b l e  f or  up t o  s i x t e e n  p e o p l e .  Apart fro m  k i t c h e n  and d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l oung e  with c o l o u r  TV, pool  t a b l e  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  o u t s i d e  r e l a x a t i o n . . . BBQ and garden f u r n i t u r e .  I t  i s  e x p e ct e d  o f  ALL r e s i d e n t s  coming h e r e  t h a t  t he y  keep  t h e i r  own q u a r t e r s  c l e a n  and t o  h e l p  In k e e pi n g  t he  'common* a r e a s  c l e a n  and t i d y .  There i s  a l s o  a modern laundry with a u t o m a t i c  washer and d r y e r .

HOW IT’S FINANCED
GLEBE HOUSE r e c e i v e s  some f un di ng  from t he  Department o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  as  i t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a "Homeless Persons  A s s i s t a n c e  C e n t r e ” . . .  t he  bulk o f  t he  House fundi ng  now comes from s e v e r a l  NSW Government de par tme nt s  a l t h o u g h  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  most f undi ng  came from d o n a t i o n s  made by both companies  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  in a s s i s t i n g  a wo r thwhi l e  c h a r i t y .  There s t i l l  e x i s t s  a need f o r  d o n a t i o n s  from t h i s  s o u r c e  t o  p ro v i d e  many o f  t h e  e x t r a s  t o  make t h i s  house  a f a m i l y  t yp e  home' 
and t o  pr o vi de  re pl ac e me nt  f u r n i t u r e  and f i t t i n g s ,  beddi ng e t c .
Glebe House i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  c h a r i t y  and as such  a l l  d o n a t i o n s  are  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e .
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A d d i t i o n a l l y  (and t o  cope wi t h u s u a l  s h o r t f a l l s  y f  f un di ng )  b ec a us e  o f  s t r a i n e d  f i n a n c e s  a s c a l e  o f  r e s i d e n t ’ s c o n t r i b u t i o n s  was i n t r o d u c e d .
UNTIL RECEIPT OF FIRST REGULAR 
SOCIAL SECURITY CHEQUE

AT.i. :t s l 3  provide:)
____  FREE

WHILST ON SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS $10 p .w.

WHILST IN EMPLOYMENT $t0 p.w.

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
A It eepxiAoneAs, young o^endtAA, c onvicted people 
o\ those changed with a criminal oHenAe...oA in any 
dangeA oi above, without any agt limitA aAe welcome. 
Although u>€ a * e  limited in teAmA o{ aAsisting peAAOns 
with cnAonic dAug p4.oble.mA we will accept them unde* 
special ciAcumstances. Glebe Hou*e exeAaIaza no AoAm 

discAimnation aa to who it accepta and the only 
cniteAia iA based solely on need.

(LENGTH OF STAY
Based on the experience gained over five years 
Glebe House does not find it necessary to impose 
an arbitrary LENGTH OF STAY. Experience has it that 
most stay only six to eight weeks at Glebe House 
before moving back to the community and thus all 
cases beyond that are judged on their merits. If it 
ts necessary for one person to need Glebe House for 
Six or more months then that need is recognised.

KCW i s  IT uUN ????
I'he house is intended to be run on a share-house 
principle much the same as many in our locality 
where people can live together in a caring and 
relaxed environment. Residents assist ip the 
shopping and share in the running of the house.
It is meant to be as close to the family home 
environment as possible.
The House can also offer back up facilities In 
helping to find employment, legal advice, medical 
advice, help with Social Security and CES via 
special contacts. It Is also hoped that where 
possible residents help each other at all times. '



W» RUNS GLEBS HOUSE
4» staffed by *EX PRISONERS" who ar« both quaUfied and Motivated to help in realistic

s u M o r t L PK2bi*"?^0f person® coal ns here,and who are 
ae£i??t3 L blL Wl?* r“nge of qualified persons who assist the House in a voluntary capacity.
The a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  G leb e House i s  s u p e r v ise d  by a com m ittee  o f  management w h ich  in c lu d e s  e x p r is o n e r s ,  a « S H tW  U 4 *t- s o l i c i t o r ,a  b a r r i s t e r ,  two law  l e c t u r e r s ,  an accountant?w ho  a r e  a l l  a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in  p r is o n  reform  and v i s i t  th e  h ou se r e g u la r ly .

HOW TO GET THERE
I f  a r r iv in g  by t r a in  from co u n try  j a i l s  le a v e  th e  main e n tr a n c e  and walk down t o  Broadway bus te r m in a l o p p o s it e  Sydney T e c h ..  Use any o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  s e r v ic e s  431 (GLEBE POINT ROAD),433 (BALMAIN) or 432 (ROZELLE v ia  G lebe Pt ) ,Ask fo r  th e  G lebe P ost O f f ic e  (cn r  G lebe Pt Rd and S t Joh n ’ s  Road) I f  in  any doubt ask a lo c a l  or r in g  th e  H ouse.

CONTACTS
B ecau se o f  th e  p r e ssu r e  o f  numoers in  need o f  accom m odation i t  i s  a d v is a b le  t o  l e t  us know w e ll  in  ad v a n ce , i f  p o s s ib le  a s  to  when you m ight need  t o  s ta y  h e r e . Ask a P a ro le  o f f i c e r  or  w e lfa r e  o f f i c e r  to  r in g  h ere  fo r  you .
No s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o r  any o th e r  d e t a i l e d  background  in fo rm a tio n  o f  p o t e n t ia l  r e s id e n t s  i s  r e q u ir e d . T h is  i s  not an i n s t i t u t i o n  and a s  such  p eo p le  are  a c cep ted  on th e  b a s is  o f  t h e i r  b eh a v io u r  o n ly  a f t e r  a r r iv in g  
a t G lebe House.
For fu r th e r  in f o r m a t io n . . . .o r  to  r e s e r v e  your 
accom m odation c o n ta c t :  'fMjl e <  SRjEIT C
GLEBE HOUSE T elep h on e: 660 -3449
Box 215GLEBE If.S.W . 203?


