
B r f si

T h e  w o rk in g  p a r ty  o n  A b o rig in a l is su e s  c o n s id e re d  a  n u m ­
b e r  o f  p r o p o s a l s  s p e c i f i c  to  th e  o v e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
A b o rig in a l y o u n g  p e o p le  in  th e  ju v e n ile  ju s t ic e  sy s tem  in c lu d ­
in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  c o m m u n ity  ju s t ic e  c o u n c ils  a n d  a  g re a te r  u til­
isa tio n  o f  d iv e rs io n a ry  m e c h a n ism s . In  re la tio n  to  th e  u se  o f  
p o lic e  c a u tio n s  th e  w o rk in g  p a r ty  re c o m m e n d e d  th e  in tro d u c ­
tio n  o f  a  s ta tu to ry  r ig h t  to  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  a  c a u tio n ; th a t c a u ­
tio n in g  b e  m a n d a to ry  fo r  m in o r  o ffen ce s; a n d  th a t c a u tio n in g  
b e  u tilis e d  fo r  r e p e a t  o ffen d e rs . T h e  G re e n  P a p e r  co n ta in e d  a  
m u ch  w a te re d -d o w n  re c o m m e n d a tio n  w h ich  ig n o re d  th e  n ee d  
fo r  a  le g is la tiv e  b a s is  to  c a u tio n in g  a n d  in s te a d  re lie d  o n  ‘a  
g re a te r  a c c e p ta n c e , u se  a n d  a p p lic a tio n  o f  c a u tio n in g  a m o n g  
p o l ic e  th ro u g h  a p p r o p r ia te  e d u c a t io n  a n d  t r a in in g , p e r f o r ­
m a n c e  m o n ito r in g  a n d  o rg a n is a tio n a l in c e n tiv e s ’ (Rec. 2 7 3 , 
P-211).

T h e  w o rk in g  p a r ty  o n  A b o r ig in a l  is su e s  a lso  c o n s id e re d  
th e  is su e  o f  r a c is t  b e h a v io u r  b y  p o lice . T h e  w o rk in g  p a r ty  re c ­
o m m e n d e d  th a t  v io le n c e ,  in t im id a t io n  a n d  h a r a s s m e n t  b y  
p o lic e  o ff ic e rs  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  se r io u s  b re a c h  o f  d u ty  a n d  th a t 
th e  p e n a lty  fo r  su c h  a  b re a c h  b e  d ism issa l. T h e  p e n a lty  o f  d is ­
m is sa l w a s  d e le te d  f ro m  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  in  th e  G re e n  
P a p e r  w h ic h  re lie d  in s te a d  o n  th e  m o re  g e n e ra l s ta te m e n t o f  
‘a  se r io u s  b re a c h  o f  d u ty ’ (Rec. 2 8 1 ). A g a in  a  sp ec if ic  re c o m ­
m e n d a tio n  b y  a  w o rk in g  p a r ty  w a s  w a te re d  d o w n  fo r  th e  f in a l 
v e rs io n .

M u c h  o f  th e  G re e n  P a p e r ’s sec tio n  o n  p o lic e  co m p lie s  w ith  
th e  c u r re n t w ish e s  o f  th e  p o lic e  to  e s ta b lish  a  c ita tio n  n o tic e  
sy s tem . S u c h  a  sy s te m  w o u ld  e n a b le  p o lic e  to  is su e  a  ca u tio n  
fo r  a  m in o r  o ffe n c e , a  f ix e d  p e n a lty  n o tic e  (o n -th e -sp o t fin e ) 
fo r  a  p re s c r ib e d  n u m b e r  o f  o ffe n c e s  a n d  a  c o u r t  a tte n d a n c e  
n o tic e  fo r  o th e r  p re sc r ib e d  o ffen ce s . T h e  o ffe n c e s  fo r  w h ich  a  
f ix e d  p e n a lty  n o t ic e  w o u ld  b e  u s e d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  sp e c if ie d . 
N o r  h a s  th e re  b e e n  a n y  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  a p p ro p ria te n e ss  
o f  th e se  m e a su re s  sp e c if ic a lly  fo r  ju v e n ile s . T h e  sy s tem  i ts e lf  
a p p e a rs  to  b e  o n e  w h ic h  b ro a d e n s  p o lic e  d isc re tio n a ry  p o w e rs  
a t  th e  p o in t  o f  a p p re h e n s io n  w h ile  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  b e in g  
a d m in is tra tiv e ly  le s s  re so u rc e  in te n s iv e  th an  c u rre n t m e th o d s .

I t is  p e rh a p s  n o t  su rp ris in g  th a t th e  G re e n  P a p e r  is  a  c o m ­
p ro m is e  d o c u m e n t  w h ic h  re f le c ts  v a r ie d  p o li t ic a l  in te re s ts . 
T h e re  a re  s p e c if ic  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  le g is la t iv e  c h a n g e  
w h ich  a re  p o s i t iv e  in c lu d in g  th e  p ro p o se d  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e  
Victims Compensation Act, th e  Sentencing Act a n d  th e  Bail 
Act. T h e re  a re  o th e r  re c o m m e n d a tio n s , o r  a rea s  w h e re  n o  re c ­
o m m e n d a tio n s  w e re  m a d e , w h ic h  d o  n o t re f le c t  th e  d e s ire s  o f  
re sp e c tiv e  w o rk in g  p a r tie s  b u t  d o  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  w ish e s  o f  
so m e  o f  th e  m o re  p o w e rfu l p la y e rs  in  th e  a ren a .

Chris Cunneen works at the Institute o f Criminology, Sydney 
University Law School.
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The wretched witch 
of Sisophon
PETER CONDLIFFE writes about 
the effects of long-term civil war on 
the Cambodian criminal justice 
system.
S iso p h o n  is a  sm a ll to w n  in  th e  n o rth -w e s t o f  C am b o d ia . I t  is 
a  w ild  d u s ty  p la c e  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  d isp u te d  te rr ito ry  b e tw e en  
g o v e rn m e n t fo rc e s  a n d  th e  K h m e r  R o u g e . W h e n  I w a s  th ere  
in  th e  d ry  se a so n  m y  c lo th e s  a n d  b o d y  w e re  c o n s ta n tly  co a te d  
w ith  a  la y e r  o f  d u st. I h a d  v is io n s  o f  c o w b o y s  a n d  c a ttle  th u n ­
d e r in g  d o w n  th e  m a in  s tre e t in  m y  d re a m s . B u t on  w a k in g  I 
w o u ld  d is c o v e r  m y s e lf  a g a in  in  la te  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  C a m b o d ia  
w h e re  th e  co w b o y s  to te  A K 4 7 s  a n d  R P G s  (R o c k e t P ro p e lled  
G re n a d e s ) . E v e ry  n ig h t  j u s t  a f te r  d u s k  th e  s h o o tin g  w o u ld  
b e g in . I w as  to ld  it  w as  d ru n k s  le ttin g  o f f  s team . E v e ry  h o u se ­
h o ld  h as  a  g u n  in  C a m b o d ia . O n e  n ig h t  th e  fir in g  w a s  in  th e  
n e x t  h o u se  a n d  m y  h o s t w a rn e d  m e  to  b e  c a re fu l a s  I  c re p t 
d o w n  to  th e  b a th ro o m  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  h o u se . S iso p h o n  is 
th e  so r t  o f  p la c e  w h e re  y o u  p ra y  fo r  in te rn a l c o n v e n ie n ces .

I t  w a s  in  S iso p h o n  w h e re  I h e a rd  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  w itch . 
S h e  p ra c tise d  h e r c ra f t  in  a  n e a rb y  v illa g e . U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  
v i l la g e  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e d  s o m e  u n e x p e c te d  b a d  lu c k  w h ic h  
re su lte d  in  sev e ra l d e a th s  a n d  illn e sses . T h e  w itch  w a s  b lam ed  
b y  th e  re la tiv e s  o f  th e  v ic tim s  fo r  th e  m is fo rtu n e . T h ey  d ec id ­
e d  t h a t  th e  b e s t  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  w a s  to  k i l l  h e r . T h e y  
a p p ro a c h e d  th e  H e a d m a n  o f  th e  v illa g e  w ith  th e ir  p lan  a n d  h e  
ap p ro v ed . T h e  u n fo rtu n a te  w itch  w as  k ille d .

T h e  p o lic e  w e re  th en  c a lle d  in . R a th e r  th a n  a rre s tin g  th e  
su sp ec ts , th e  p o lic e  ca lle d  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  ag g r ie v e d  re la tiv e s  
o f  th e  w itc h  a n d  th e  p e rp e tra to rs . T h e  m e e tin g  w a s  h e ld  to  
d isc u ss  a d e q u a te  c o m p e n sa tio n  to  th e  re la tiv e s  o f  th e  w itch . 
T h is  d o n e , th e  m a tte r  w a s  c lo se d . P re su m a b ly  th e  p o lic e  an d  
th e  H e a d m a n  b o th  re c e iv e d  a  sh a re  o f  th e  p ro c eed s .

N o  a tte m p t w a s  m a d e  to  b r in g  th e  p e rp e tra to rs  o f  th e  c r im e  
to  co u rt. N o  fo rm a l c h a rg e s  w e re  laid . I t  w a s  a s  i f  th e  S ta te  o f  
C a m b o d ia  w ith  i ts  p a n o p ly  o f  w e ste rn  s ty le  la w s  d id  n o t ex is t. 
T h e  id e a  th a t th e  S ta te  m a y  h a v e  an  in te re s t  in  th e se  ev en ts  
w a s  n o t  c o n te m p la te d  o r  i f  i t  w e re  i t  w a s  o f  v e ry  lo w  prio rity . 
T h e  v e ry  id e a  o f  ‘c r im e ’ w a s  d if fe re n t  h e re . T h is  w a s  o n ly  
o n e  o f  a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  in s ta n c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  c o m e  to  m y  
a t t e n t io n  w h e r e  C a m b o d ia n  c i t i z e n r y  a n d  o f f ic ia l s  h a v e  
re a c h e d  th e ir  o w n  so lu tio n s  to  p ro b le m s  a n d  c o n f lic ts . T h e  
d e s ire  to  e n g a g e  in  ‘s e lf -h e lp ’ o r  m o re  fo rm a lise d  th ird -p arty  
in te rv e n tio n s  o u ts id e  th e  fo rm a l le g a l sy s te m  is  w id esp read . 
T h e  m u rd e r  o f  w itc h e s  in  C a m b o d ia  a p p e a rs  n o t  to  b e  u n co m ­
m o n  a s  I h a v e  c o m e  ac ro ss  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r iso n e rs  in  P h n o m  
P e n h  g a o ls  w h o  a re  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  o ff ic ia l re c o rd s  a s  ‘w itch  
k i l le r s ’. T h e  re sp o n se  to  th e  v io le n c e  v is ite d  o n  th e  u n fo rtu ­
n a te  w itch  o f  S iso p h o n  is ty p ica l.
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B r i e f s

U n l ik e  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l ic  w ro n g s  w h ic h  e n t i t le  th e  
S ta te  to  in te r fe re  in  th e  l iv e s  o f  i ts  c i t iz e n s  th e  fa te  o f  th e  
w itc h  w a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  p re -s ta te  c o n c e p ts  o f  p r iv a te  a n d  
c o m m u n a l in te re sts . T h e  d e f in itio n  o f  c r im e  w a s  n o t th e  p re ­
ro g a tiv e  o f  th e  S ta te  b u t th a t o f  th e  p e o p le  d ire c tly  in v o lv e d  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  p a r tic u la r  lo c a l c u s to m s. In  C a m b o d ia  th e re  
is  o f te n  little  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o r  n e e d  fo r  fa r  aw a y  d ic ta te s  fro m  
o fte n  a u th o rita r ia n  o r  fe a rso m e  re g im e s . T h e  rh y th m  o f  life  
b e a ts  to  a  d iffe re n t d ru m .

T h is  a sp e c t o f  C a m b o d ia n  life  is  o n e  w h ich  is o ften  o n ly  
d im ly  a p p re c ia te d  b y  w o u ld -b e  re fo rm e rs  fro m  o th e r  c o u n ­
tr ie s  a n d  c u ltu re s  w h o  m a y  w ish  to  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  c h a n g e  it. 
In s titu tin g  re fo rm  a t  th e  c e n tre  m a y  n o t  to u ch  th e  p e r ip h e rie s  
th a t a re  in  re a li ty  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  C a m b o d ia n  socie ty . A n y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m  o f  C a m b o d i a ’s l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  
re q u ire  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  h o w  th is  ‘in fo rm a l leg a l s y s te m ’ 
o p e ra te s  a n d  th e  h is to ry  o f  th o se  p a s t  a tte m p ts  to  im p o se  m o re  
fo rm a lise d  p ro c e sse s .

T h e  fo rm a l w e s te rn is e d  p a r t  o f  th e  C a m b o d ia n  leg a l sy s ­
te m  e v o lv e d  d u r in g  7 0  y e a rs  o f  F re n c h  c o lo n ia l  ru le ,  p a t ­
te rn e d  o n  th e  c o u r ts  o f  F ra n c e . A f te r  in d e p e n d e n c e  in  1953  
f e w  c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  b y  th e  t h e n  r u l e r ,  P r i n c e  
N o ro d o m  S ih a n o u k . A lth o u g h  th e  1947  C o n s titu tio n  d e f in e d  
fu n d a m e n ta l r ig h ts  p ro te c te d  b y  law , o p p o n e n ts  o f  th e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t w e re  o f te n  in tim id a te d , ille g a lly  d e ta in e d  a n d  k ille d  b y  
th e  s ta te  sec u rity  fo rc e s . W ith  th e  r is e  o f  th e  K h m e r R o u g e  in  
th e  1 9 6 0 s , g o v e rn m e n t  re p re s s io n  in c re a se d . W h e n  G e n e ra l 
L o n  N o l o v e r th re w  th e  S ih a n o u k  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  c h a n g e d  
th e  P r in c e ’s  n o n -a lig n m e n t p o licy , th e  c o u n try  w a s  en g u lfe d  
in  c iv il w ar, a n d  m o s t  c o n s titu tio n a lly  p ro te c te d  r ig h ts  w e re  
s im p ly  ab ro g a te d . M a ss iv e  U S  b o m b in g  ra id s  in  19 6 9 -7 3  d e v ­
a s ta te d  th e  c o u n t r y s id e  a n d  r e f u g e e s  f lo o d e d  in to  P h n o m  
P e n h , th e  c a p ita l .  W ith  th e  e c o n o m y  c r ip p le d  a n d  ra m p a n t  
fo o d  sh o rtag e s , c iv il  so c ie ty  in  th e  co u n try  w a s  d es tro y e d .

T h e  e n try  o f  th e  K h m e r  R o u g e  in to  P h n o m  P e n h  o n  17 
A p ril 1975 a n d  th e ir  re tu rn  to  ‘Y ear Z e r o ’ sp e lt  th e  e n d  o f  a n y  
s e m b la n c e  o f  a  fo rm a l le g a l sy s te m . O n ly  w ith  th e  to p p lin g  o f  
th e  K h m e r  R o u g e  G o v e rn m e n t  in  1 9 7 9  b y  th e  V ie tn a m e s e  
a n d  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  th e  V ie tn a m e s e - b a c k e d  P e o p l e ’s 
R e p u b lic  o f  K a m p u c h e a  (P R K ) d id  th e  ru d im e n ts  o f  a  fo rm a l 
le g a l sy s tem  b e g in  to  e v o lv e  ag a in . T h is  t im e  V ie tn am e se  a n d  
R u ss ia n  m o d e ls  w e re  u sed . H o w e v e r, th e  ru le  o f  th is  b e le a ­
g u e re d  a n d  iso la te d  g o v e rn m e n t w a s  la rg e ly  b y  d ec ree . N o w  
w ith  th e  a r r iv a l o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  a n d  th e  im m in e n t in s ta l­
la tio n  o f  a  n e w  C o n s titu tio n  a f te r  th e  U N -sp o n so re d  e le c tio n s  
(h e ld  in  M a y  th is  y e a r)  th e  p ro c e s s  m u s t b e g in  ag a in .

U n d e r  th e  U N -s p o n s o re d  P e a c e  A g re e m e n t,  th e  S ta te  o f  
C a m b o d ia  a n d  th e  th re e  o th e r  C a m b o d ia n  p a r tie s  e x p re s s ly  
re c o g n ise  th a t  th e  C a m b o d ia n  p e o p le  a re  e n tit le d  to  th e  r ig h ts  
s e t  fo r th  in  th e  U n iv e rsa l D e c la ra tio n  o f  H u m a n  R ig h ts  a n d  
o th e r  h u m a n  r ig h ts  in s tru m e n ts . T h e  a b o v e  c a se  re c o g n ise s  
th e  d iff icu ltie s  in  a c h ie v in g  th is  g o a l. A s  w e ll, th e re  a re  s e v e r­
a l  o th e r  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  C a m b o d ia n  la w  w h ic h  w ill c h a l­
le n g e  fu tu re  re fo rm e rs . F ir s t  is  th e  la c k  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  
ju d ic ia ry . T h e re  a re  n o  c o n tro ls  o n  p a r ty -c o n tro lle d  g o v e rn ­
m e n t  b o d ie s  e m p o w e re d  to  a p p o in t  a n d  d is c ip l in e  ju d g e s .  
P o lit ic a l  in te rfe re n c e  in  c a se s  is  c o m m o n p la c e . S eco n d , th e re  
is  n o  in d e p e n d e n t le g a l p ro fe s s io n  re a d y  to  a c t  in  th e  in te re s ts  
o f  c itiz en s . N e a r ly  a ll o f  th e  tra in e d  la w y e rs  h a v e  b e e n  k ille d  
o r  le f t  th e  c o u n try  d u rin g  th e  K h m e r  R o u g e  y ea rs . B e fo re  th e  
a r r iv a l o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  in  C a m b o d ia  in  1992, c r im in a l

su sp e c ts  co u ld  o n ly  c h o o se  d e fe n d e rs  fro m  a  p a r ty -a p p ro v e d  
lis t. T h ird , m a n y  o f  th e  p r is o n e r s  h e ld  in  C a m b o d ia n  g a o ls  
h a v e  n e v e r  b ee n  tr ied  o r  ev e n  ch a rg ed . T h e  au th o ritie s  h a v e  
r o u t in e ly  h e ld  s u s p e c ts  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  t im e  w ith o u t  
re c o u rse  to  leg a l p ro c e ss . F o u rth , th e  c r im in a l ju s t ic e  sy stem  
is  g ro ss ly  u n d e r-re so u rc e d  a t  e v e ry  lev e l. T h e re  a re  n o  p ro p e r  
tra in in g  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l fa c ilitie s , n o t  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  re p a ir  
p r iso n s  a n d  fe ed  p r iso n e rs , to  p a y  p o lic e  ad e q u a te ly , to  m a in ­
ta in  c o u r th o u se s . T h e  l is t  o f  p ro b le m s  se e m s  e n d le s s  a n d  is  
g rim  te s tim o n y  to  th e  e f fe c t th a t lo n g -te rm  c iv il  w a r  c a n  h a v e  
o n  a  c o u n try ’s in fra s tru c tu re .

T o  re so lv e  th e se  p ro b le m s  w ill re q u ire  a  m a ss iv e  e ffo rt b y  
th e  p e o p le  o f  C a m b o d ia  w ith  so m e  g e n e ro u s  a n d  w ise  h e lp  
fro m  o u ts id e . M o s t  im p o rta n tly  th e  s ta te  o f  in te rn a l w a r  m u s t 
a b a te  a n d  th en  ce ase . O n e  o f  m y  c o lle a g u e s  h e re  su m m ed  u p  
th e  s itu a tio n  w e ll b y  w ritin g  ‘T h e  f irs t v ic tim s  o f  c iv il w a r  a re  
th e  c o u r ts ’. M e a n w h ile  in fo rm a l p ro c e sse s  b a se d  o n  c o n c ilia ­
tio n  p ro c e s se s  w ill c o n tin u e  to  b e  th e  m a in s ta y  o f  c iv il a n d  
c r im in a l  ju s t ic e  in  C a m b o d ia . T h e  n e x t  w itc h  o f  S iso p h o n  
m a y  h o p e fu lly  g e t  a  b e t te r  d ea l, b u t  th is  m a y  ta k e  so m e  tim e . 

Peter Condliffe is a lawyer and educator working with the 
Human Rights Component o f the United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC).
T h e  v ie w s  e x p re sse d  in  th is  a r tic le  a re  th e  a u th o r ’s a lo n e  a n d  
d o  n o t re f le c t th e  v iew s  o r  p o s itio n s  o f  U N T A C .

GENDER BIAS

A timely visit
CHRISTINE PARKER reports on the 
visit of Professor Kathleen Mahoney to 
Australia.
P ro fe s s o r  K a th le e n  M a h o n e y ’s v is i t  to  A u s tr a l ia  c o u ld  n o t  
h a v e  b e e n  m o re  tim e ly . H e r  w h is t le - s to p  to u r  o f  B r isb a n e , 
P e r th , S y d n ey , M e lb o u rn e , A d e la id e  a n d  C a n b e rra  w a s  q u ic k ­
ly  f i l le d  w ith  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  le c tu re  a n d  c o n d u c t w o rk sh o p s  
o n  g en d e r, ra c e  a n d  c la s s  b ia s  in  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  ju s tic e . 
P ro fe sso r  M a h o n e y  is  a  P ro fe sso r  o f  L a w  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
C a lg a ry , C an ad a . S h e  h a s  p u b lish e d  e x te n s iv e ly  o n  th e  to p ics  
o f  h u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  g e n d e r  a n d  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  b ia s  in  th e  
co u rts  a n d  le g a l p ro fe ss io n . S h e  re g u la rly  le c tu re s  n a tio n a lly  
a n d  in te rn a tio n a lly  o n  h u m a n  r ig h ts ,  g e n d e r , ra c e  a n d  c la s s  
b ia s  in  th e  c o u r ts , a n d  eq u a lity  th eo ry . S h e  is  a lso  th e  D ire c to r 
o f  a n  In te rn a tio n a l  P ro je c t  to  P ro m o te  F a irn e s s  in  J u d ic ia l  
P ro c e sse s  sp o n so re d  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s , a n d  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  
in v o lv e d  in  se ttin g  u p  ju d ic ia l  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s  o n  g en d e r, 
ra c e  a n d  c la ss  b ia s  in  C a n a d a . H e r trip  w a s  o rg a n ise d  b y  th e  
N a tio n a l In s ti tu te  fo r  L aw , E th ic s  a n d  P u b lic  A ffa irs  (lo ca ted  
a t  th e  L a w  S c h o o l, G riff ith  U n iv e rs ity ) . I t  ra is e d  a  n u m b e r o f  
c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n  l a w y e r s ,  l e g a l  a c a d e m ic s  a n d  
ju d g e s , a n d  se rv e s  a s  a  fo c u s  fo r  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f  w h a t th e  
A u s tra lia n  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  le g a l c o m m u n ity  is  d o in g  a b o u t 
b ia s  in  th e  co u rts .
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