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not the conference’s only virtue — it 
brought together many of the doyens of 
practising constitutional lawyers in this 
country, as well as the usual suspects 
from the ranks of academic constitu
tionalists, and two leaders of our consti
tutional court, Sir Anthony Mason and 
Sir Gerard Brennan. The synergy gen
erated by this mix, its comparative rarity 
perhaps a legacy of the professionalisa- 
tion of common law pedagogy in the late 
19th century, was for me the most valu
able aspect of the conference.

The panel proceedings have been 
collected in this slim Federation Press 
volume together with some golden 
oldies/hoary chestnuts of what has 
passed for constitutional legal theory in 
this country (from Sir Robert Menzies, 
R.T.E. Latham and Sir Victor Win- 
deyer) and two additional essays. The 
question is why. I once read a TLS re
view of a clutch of new scholarly mono
graphs in English Studies in which the 
waspish reviewer described his subjects 
as products of ‘the streetcar named ten
ure’. The only compelling reason I can 
come up with to honour the Engineers 
Case in print in this way is that the 
relentless pressure on Australian aca
demics to publish, so that our hard- 
pressed institutions can scramble 
successfully for a share of a shrinking 
resource pool, has led to the willingness 
to publish the pedestrian because people 
don’t have the time and space to gener
ate the profound or potentially transfor
mative. And that publishers are persuaded 
by us for precisely these reasons.

This is not to say that there are not 
some things in How Many Cheers for  
Engineers? which generate interest. 
Leslie Zines’ analysis of Engineers and
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they have produced an elegantly simple 
guide to the Mabo decision and its leg
islative aftermath. The first edition of 
Mabo: What the High Court Said and 
What the Government Did was a plain 
English guide to the Mabo decision. 
The second edition adds a straightfor
ward chapter setting out the principle

the question of the ‘federal balance’, 
while conceptually conservative in ap
proach, is admirably clear, and would 
be extremely useful and accessible for 
students. Keith Mason casts his charac
teristically acute eye over the then 
emergent Chapter III jurisprudence and 
registers the single most important in
sight in the volume: that ‘implied rights 
is really a very significant shift of power 
from parliament to the judiciary.’ Jack 
Goldring’s contribution, a version of 
chapters from his recent study The 
Privy Council and the Constitution, oc
casionally reads like a thriller and offers 
some fascinating historical insights. 
However, while it confirms his status as 
the renaissance man of Australian legal 
scholarship, like much in this volume it 
is often frustratingly narrow in its theo
retical and critical reach.

This narrowness is thrown into vivid 
relief precisely because of the concerns 
of the Engineers Case — constitutional 
interpretation, and a distinctively Aus
tralian federal constitutional theory. 
Despite the contribution by Arthur 
Glass, arguably the closest thing Aus
tralia has to a serious scholar of consti
tutional interpretation, this volume only 
fleetingly diverges from the blandly 
doctrinal. How Many Cheers for Engi
neers? makes it painfully clear that 
while Australian constitutional lawyers 
may not be ready to bury the case, it is 
past time — nearly a century from Fed
eration and now 77 years after the deci
sion itself — for them to jettison 
increasingly inadequate interpretive para
digms and to reimagine their project.
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objectives of the Native Title Act 1993 
(Cth) and an outline of the Coalition 
Government’s proposed amendments 
to that Act.

The book is an accessible and 
straightforward account of the Mabo 
decision. It is an ideal introduction to 
the decision and should encourage all 
non-lawyers who read the book to dis
cover that the legal concepts set out in 
the Mabo decision are neither as ob
scure nor wayward as political repre
sentation of them has suggested. The

several threads of the reasoning in the 
majority are usefully set forth under chap
ter headings, grouping each of the judg
ments within topics. This allows the reader 
to grasp the areas where there was basic 
unity of opinion within the majority.

The writers have simplified the text 
faithfully and have refrained from foot
noting and other referencing for the 
sake of keeping the text as simple as 
possible. While that objective is basic to 
the aims of the book it may have been 
appropriate, for the reader whose appe
tite is whetted by the book, to have 
included some further technical refer
ences to the Mabo decision so that such 
a reader may have known where next to 
turn for more thorough investigation of 
the decision.

The Mabo decision itself is actually 
a wonderful read, full of scholarship, 
history and (for judicial dicta) impas
sioned statements of the position in 
Australian society of commonly held 
notions of human rights and community 
expectations of justice as well as a can
did statement of the role of the High 
Court itself. In this book some of the 
erudition of the original decision is nec
essarily lost in the quest for elementary 
statement of the principles set out in 
Mabo. The inspiration which flows from 
reading the original text could be ‘mar
keted’ to the reader of this useful guide. 
An epilogue which guided the reader to 
the original text of the decision may be 
an appropriate addition should the 
authors venture into the beckoning field 
of the plain English guide to the Wik 
decision. They have shown, with this 
text, that they can render the complex 
reasoning of the High Court into every 
day language which demystifies the ‘le- 
galese’ of this significant decision.

The chapter on the Native Title Act 
and its proposed amendments is set out 
in the same basic style giving simple 
expression to the objects of the Act and 
the amendments. Pending the post-Wik 
amendments, Butt and Eagleson’s sum
mary of the Act is a useful guide for 
people struggling to understand the Act 
and its location in Australian law.

This book should be included as 
reading for everyone from high school 
students to politicians who clearly have 
not grasped why Mabo is not a radical 
departure from the principles of the 
common law on which the Australian 
rule of law depends. Mabo: What the 
High Court Said and What the Govern
ment Did helps show why the decision 
is in fact a faithful rendering of the
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Mabo: W hat the High Court Said and W hat the 
Government Did

by Peter Butt and Robert Eagleson; The Federation Press, 1996,2nd 
edn; 99 pp; $19.95, softcover.
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X-Files Confidential: The Unauthorised 
X-Philes Compendium
by Ted Edwards; Little Brown, 1996; 282 pp; $19.95 softcover.

X-Files Confidential: The Unauthor
ised X-Philes Compendium is an infor
mative insight into the first three 
seasons of the X-Files. It gives a brief 
but comprehensive Overview of each 
episode and mentions the cast and 
crew ’s ongoing adversities while 
creating this unique science fiction TV 
series.

When reading this encyclopedia of 
X-Files knowledge it is clear that a lot 
of respect is given to the creator Chris 
Carter and his complex psychology. 
Through this psychology Carter is able 
to connect the dislocated realities of 
p a r a n o r m a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
definitives of organised scepticism. It is 
these contradictory components of the 
‘real’juxtaposing the ‘unreal’, the ‘ex
plained’ contrasting the ‘unexplainable’ 
and the ‘natural’ reflecting the ‘super
natural’ that has created much of the 
suspense in this show. Due to these con
tradictory components Carter is able to 
justify any non-didactic procedures that 
have occurred throughout an episode 
(more commonly at the end of an epi
sode). His ability to establish a symbio

sis of scepticism and a believer of end
less possibility are moulded into the two 
FBI characters Fox Mulder (the believer) 
and Dana Scully (the sceptic).

Using the FBI as a basis of stability 
gives the X-Files a grounding in realism 
and the opportunity to reach the far 
limits of possibility. However the FBI 
becomes just another element of mys
tery in the X-Files. Double standards, 
conspiracies, government cover-ups 
and hypocrisy drag special agents Mul
der and Scully on a leash of curiosity. In 
an attempt to expose the unexplained 
truths these two characters find that they 
too are stuck in the depths of hypocrisy, 
whereby they can never get close 
enough to the truth because that would 
mean exposure of the government and 
the FBI.

When reading X-Files Confidential 
do not expect an eerie or atmospheric 
book like the TV series. It is an amalga
mation of factual data, profiles, cast 
opinions, history, interviews and crea
tive influences. The truth about the X- 
Files and its methods of functioning is 
unveiled inside. #  BC

Chance
by Robert B Parke; Penguin Books 1996; 307 pp; $13.95 softcover.

Chance is the latest in the long line of 
Spenser PI novels. Spenser is a wise
cracking Bostonian who knows his Sau- 
vignons and jogs around Harvard 
Stadium but who can also use his dukes 
and a Smith & Wesson. Unlike most of 
his ilk, Spenser is happily partnered — 
in his case to an equally wise-cracking 
psychiatrist.

Spenser is an intellectual’s fantasy of 
being a tough guy which isn’t surprising 
since the author Parker was a Professor 
of English who is a dedicated sportsman 
and weight trainer. The plot for this one 
is pretty standard fare. A low life mar
ried to the Mob’s daughter runs away to 
Vegas thinking he is a high roller. Spen

ser is hired by the mobster to track down 
his slimy son-in-law. There is also a 
psycho crim out to get him first and a 
few other assorted multinational mob
sters stick their pieces in. There are 
some good evocations of loopy Vegas 
and the gambling mania.

Spenser follows in the tradition of 
Marlowe and Sam Spade. He is the world 
weary knight who knows the pervasive
ness of evil and its temptations but who 
fights it nevertheless. He is courtly to 
women who have been used and abused 
by men. He is a million miles away from 
the sicko anti-heroes of a James Ellroy 
novel. Chance is well written and struc
tured but some might find Spenser a

little too neat and ‘goody two shoes’ to 
be very interesting. #  MB

Anything W e Love 
Can be Saved: A 
W rite r’s Activism
by Alice Walker; The Women's 
Press 1997; 219 pp; $24.95 trade 
p aperback___________________

Anything We Love Can be Saved is a 
collection of Walker’s essays and 
speeches many of which have been pub
lished previously in newspapers and 
magazines. I find Walker one of the 
most moving of contemporary writers. 
She puts so much of herself into her 
words. Her beautiful, lyrical prose can 
be appreciated for that skill alone.

A udre [Lorde] as I listen to you, and 
reread your books, I learn many new and 
endearing things about you: That until 
you were four, because your vision was 
poor and you d idn ’t have glasses yet, you 
thought trees were green clouds.

Of specific interest to the lawyer are 
Walker’s descriptions of her civil rights 
and womanist (a term she prefers to 
feminist) activism both at home in the 
United States and in Africa. Her per
spectives on the million man march and 
the trials of Winnie Mandela are particu
larly intriguing as is her wonderful de
scription of hugging Fidel Castro.

In these times of political solipsism, 
Walker’s work is a salutary reminder of 
the importance both of practical activ
ism and of written protest: ‘... to ask 
anyone to go home and work on the 
problems there is the most revolutionary 
advice that can be given’. •  FW
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precepts of the common law in one of 
the finest explications of its honourable 
traditions.
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