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New family fees

The issue of 
the moment 
is the Federal 

Government's 
imposition of 
family law fees. 
As the lead story 
suggests, the fees 
have met with 
unified opposi
tion from the le
gal profession. 
The fact that the 
judges of the 
Family Court 
have written to 
the Attorney- 
General oppos
ing the fees is an 
indication of how 
inequitable the 
proposed scheme 
appears.
The scheme was 
scheduled to be 
effective from 1 
October, but the 
legal profession's 
strong opposition 
may force the 
government to 
review the pro
posal.

he Confer
ence of Law So
cieties and the 
Annual General 
Meeting of the 
Law Council of 
Australia were 
held in Adelaide 
earlier this month 
prior to the Legal 
Convention. 
Arrangements 
for national uni
form admissions

are proceeding according to schedule. 
The Law Council is preparing a paper 
dealing with how a uniform admis
sion scheme ought to be implemented 
and will circulate the paper to con
stituent bodies by November.
The next step in microeconomic re
form is a national Criminal Code. 
Each state will convene a meeting 
later this year to consider the criminal 
responsibility section of the Code and 
each state's attitude to what should 
and should not apply to a national 
Code.

congratulations must go to the 
Darwin Community Legal Centre 
which has secured $75,000 in recur
rent funding from the Federal Gov
ernment for at least three years.
The Centre is still looking for volun
teer solicitors.
If you are interested in helping, con
tact Jenny Hardy at the Department of 
Law.

Lhe Law Society has a new Coun
cil.
I take this opportunity to thank Coun
cillors who served last year and to 
welcome new Councillors.
The names of Councillors and port
folio responsibilities are listed on page 
three.

Lhe Public Purposes Trust is call
ing for applications for funding.
I urge anyone who has a worthwhile 
project to submit an application.
I also encourage practitioners who 
have any ideas for projects that the 
Society could undertake to contact

a hot issue
Robyn Smith, Secretary of the Trust, 
at the Society.

note for your diary: Law Week 
1992 will run from Sunday May 3 to 
Saturday May 9 inclusive.
Whilst on the subject of Law Week, 
we'd like to put together a Speaker's 
Bureau — a pool of practitioners 
willing to visit schools and commu
nity groups to speak on various as
pects of the law.
If you are interested in being listed, 
please con tact Jodie at the Society and 
nominate your preferred area of the 
law.

further diary note is the Law 
Ball which will be held in the foyer of 
the new Supreme Court.
We don't have a firm date at present, 
but it will be shortly after the official 
opening of the Court and that this 
stage looks like being sometime in 
November.

Darwin practitioners may have 

noticed that the Society has discount 
arrangements with a couple of vine
yards in South Australia.
If the wine tasting and subsequent 
orders are a success, we will run a 
similar event in Alice Springs.

18th International Trade 
Law Conference

18-19 October

Australian Academy of 
Science, Canberra.

For details contact Michael 
Lennard, ph (06) 2506320


