
Dredfull 
dikshunry

Jacaranda Wiley has re
leased a book called The Legal 
Dictionary for Bad Spellers, 
by Joseph Krevisky and Jor
dan L Linfield ($12.95)

The Gist from the Law In
stitute of Victoria's Journal 
found that the theory of this 
dictionary is that it lists ten 
thousand-odd legal terms by 
how they are commonly mis- ’ 
spelt, and gives the correct 
spelling.

"The corpus of the diction
ary," it says in the introduction "with 
its wide variety of misspellings, has 
been collected by the authors over 
years among legal-brief writers and 
proof readers."

Some examples: certacy for cour
tesy, chareman for chairman, 
Lawndring for laundering, law soot 
for lawsuit, leguly for legally, aksess 
for access, akshul for actual, and we 
kid you not braking the law.

The Gist wonders if a solicitor 
were actually to misspell such words 
(as opposed to making typing errors) 
then clearly he or she does not under
stand what they mean and is not com
petent to practise law.

Nor would this gimmicky "dic
tionary" be of any help, as it does not 
offer definitions for the misspelt 
words.

Mind Saying that 
again!

The journal of the Law Society of 
New South Wales found an interest
ing article from the Hong Kong Law 
Society's Journal, Hong Kong Law
yer, quoting a fine example of legal 
verbiage:

"...Whereas, the said party of the 
first part and the said party of the 
second part had the stated intention of 
procurement of, securing of, acquisi
tion of, recovery of, conversion of, 
recoupment of, being in the receipt of, 
and/or, the getting of, in a container, 
vessel, urn, jar, pot, bucket, pan 
pitcher, jug, or other receptable com
monly referred to as, viz. pail, which
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is and shall so forever remain in a 
condition which is deemed to be 
suitable for the stated purpose of its 
fit and proper intended use and con
tinued enjoyment of, accumulated 
non-gaseous and non-solid 
preceiptation, to wit, water:..."

Outside View asks if any one 
recognised the third line of the nurs
ery rhyme Jack and Jill.
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Plumbing 
Problem

The Drover's Dog from 
the Western Australian Law 
Society journal, Brief reported 
that a local practitioner re
cently received the following 
piece of illuminating corre
spondence from the SGIC:

"We note from Dr------ 's re
port that your client is unable to 
squat and is consequently unable 

' to perform the plumbing duties 
that he did pre-accident."

Glad to see that SGIC can 
put the good Dr's report in 

terms that are easy to understand.
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— Tell us 
What you 

Think!
Are you happy with the content 

of Balance? Would you like to see 
more articles on issues of concern 
to your practice? Have you got an 
opinion on a topic and would like 
to see it discussed? If so...TELL 
US!

Over the years, Balance has 
acted as a forum for the discussion 
of issues which concern the legal 
profession. In the past, members 
have written to the Editior on a 
whole range of topics, including 
access to justice, penalties for of
fenders, compensation payments 
and even the content and design of 
Balance itself.

Remember Balance only exists 
on the basis of your contributions. 
Without them, the journal will 
die. So if you have anything of 
interest or concern to voice, please 
write and tell us. Every letter will 
be published and who knows, the 
discussion that your contriubtion 
provokes could have an impact on 
the issue itself.

What's more, the best letter pub
lished each month will recieve a 
free bottle of wine courtesy of
Jenny's l7ine Wines & Spirits.
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