
Be Warned!
The Honourable Justice 

Michael Kirby AC CMG, in his 
address to a reception held in his 
honour by the NSW Council for 
Civil Liberties, (adapted in NSW 
Law Society Journal, November 
1996) into an article entitled A 
Perspective on Civil Liberty), is
sues a threat not to be taken 1 ightly.

His Honour refers to 1 ’
Corbishley's Case (see ex parte 
Corbishley; Re Locke (1967) 67 
SR (NSW) 396; [ 1967] 2 NSWR 
547), where, as Mr Corbishley's solici
tor, he discovered that "even conscien
tious lawyers, as I hope I was one, can 
make mistakes of a procedural charac
ter." (In this case, his client received an 
highly unexpected three month custodial 
sentence following an appeal in the Dis
trict Court.)

He goes on to explain that, given time 
and 'saintly'patience, in the case Parker 
v Public Prosecutions & Anor (1992), 
the opportunity arose to establish princi
ples which protect appellants against 
double jeopardy. "And l struck. The 
principle was established that wher
ever, in a District Court appeal, the 
judge is contemplating an increase in 
sentence, and particularly the imposi
tion of a custodial sentence which was 
not imposed by the magistrate, a warn- 

■ ing must be given" (allowing the appel
lant to seek leave to withdraw the ap
peal).

It is the last few sentences of his 
paragraph that strike terror.

"I would not wish you to think that l 
have saved up memories of other rank
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injustices over my professional life 
which I am merely waiting the chance 
to cure. But I have. And I will."

Watch This 
Space

The Financial Review of28 Novem
ber reports the following item:

"One chap elevated to the silken 
end of the Victorian legal community 
(yes, it's still very much a boys' club) is 
Michael Taussig. Taussig is one out of 
the wig box, so to speak, in that he 
works part time as a family law expert 
at Barker Gosling law firm. We under
stand that he is the very first solicitor 
who is NOT a full-time advocate to 
receive the Victorian Governor's nod. 
Meaning he legals, but he doesn't 
barrist. A precedent to watch. "

Drover's Dog in WA's Brief 
shares the following observations 
for consideration:

After further perusals, the Dog 
notes that people are still being 

: quoted in the local and international 
press as defending legal actions 'vig
orously'. It seems that unless you 
tell the plaintiff/prosecution that 
you're vigorous, then its a sure sign 

that you really think your case is a loser 
and that you're going down in a scream
ing heap. As a consequence, clients are 
obviously favouring athletic advocates 
and sweaty solicitors who can pumpthose 
pleadings.

The amazing thing is that nobody has 
realised the marketing opportunities of 
this fad for leotarded lawyers. Book, 
video and exercise machine possiblities 
abound. Imagine Cindy Crawford's Great 
Writs in 30 Days litigation workout video. 
For those in a hurry, catch Expedited 
Exercises. Forget John Fleming's Law of 
Torts; you need Jane Fleming's Law of 
Taut Buns. Lawyers will neglect their 
physical fitness at great peril.
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Books for Christmas reading from Julian 
Burnsides' collection of bizarre (but real) 
book titles {Victorian Bar News. Winter 
1996)
Teach Yourself Alcoholism (Meier Glatt 
1975
How to Cook Husbands (Flizabeth Strong 
Worthington 1899
How to Eat a Peanut (Anonymous 1900)

Merry Christmas
The staff of the Secretariat of the Law Society of the Northern Territory send out Christmas and New Year 

salutations to all members of the legal fraternity.
For those of you who have asked, it has been decided not to hold the annual Sundowner, as last month's 

move has taken its toll on time and resources, and competition for Silly Season space is fierce.
However, in lieu of a Christmas social gathering, the profession will be invited to celebrate the formal 

opening of the new offices early in 1997, by which stage it is to be hoped that livers have recovered from the 
excesses of Christmas.

The Law Society offices will be closed for business between Christmas and New Year, reopening on 2 
January 1997.
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