
perceive. It doesn’t make a wrong right. 
The law is “odious” and should be 
scrapped.

Post script

A lot has been said and done since the 
Groote boys death.

The mandatory sentencing laws have 
since been subjected to universal and 
strident criticism and approbation from 
all quarters of the Australian 
community. From UNICEF to Bob 
Hawke; from Sir Gustav Nossel to Bob 
Carr; all have roundly condemned the 
retention of mandatory sentencing. 
Perhaps the most strident of the critiques 
laid at the Government’s door was the 
editorial in the Weekend Australian of 
12'13 February which described the 
retention of the laws as a “despicable 
act of political grandstanding that 
condemns its perpetrators as inhuman”.

Yours truly weighed in on this on 11 
February suggesting on ABC radio a 
moratorium of the mandatory provisions 
in the Sentencing Act coupled with a 
review consisting of input from all 
interested parties from government to 
Bar Association to Victims of Crimes to 
Neighbourhood Watch, etc. 
Predictably this has been rejected by the 
government.

Sadly the theme of the above article re 
the true purpose of the Government’s 
stance on these laws has been 
unequivocally confirmed.

The government’s performance in 
responding to the criticisms has been 
fatuous and pitiful. In many ways their 
response tellingly reflects the law’s mean 
spiritedness and lack of principle.

To get up on national television and 
seriously suggest that this was not a 
Death in Custody issue but a youth 
suicide issue was an insult to the 
intelligence of everyone unfortunate 
enough to be watching it. Then to

In excess of4000 
signatures have 
been collected on 
petitions against 
mandatory 
sentencing at 
information stalls 
and other locations 
throughout the 
Territory.

Opening of the Legal Year
The Opening of the Legal Year 
2000 was attended by staff of the 
Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in both Darwin and 
Alice Springs.

An admission ceremony in Alice Springs 
Law Courts for DPP article clerk Josie 
Burness was witnessed by nearly the 
entire office of the Alice DPP. Chief 
Justice David Malcolm joined Justice

Angel on the bench for the admission 
hearing. Director of Public Prosecutions 
Rex Wild QC moved the admission 
which was unopposed by the Law 
Society represented by President Jon 
Tippett.

Josie Burness is now working for the 
police in Alice Springs and will be 
featured in next month’s People In the 
Law.

The staff of the Alice Springs DPP left to right: Lisa Ewenson, Tracy Wise, John Birch, 
Merle Thomas, Dr. Nanette Rogers, Josie Burness, Rex Wild QC, Chris Roberts, Jason 
Abbott, Sean Davenport, Angela Lindfield and James Watson.

Oustide St Marys Cathedral in Darwin DPP staff gathered for an Opening of the Legal 
Year photograph. Back row: Jo Down, Michael Carey, Grant Hayward, Shahleena 
Musk, Georgia McMaster. Front row: Kylie Dow, Jack Karczewski, Rex Wild QC, John 
Adams, Janelle Martin and Peter Tiffin.

adopt the “Joe Bjelke”' like behavior of 
“we don’t care about you southern do^ 

gooders” increased the cringe. 
Sadly, that attitude has 
persisted. If anything, the 
government has become more 
entrenched in its resolve to 
retain the laws. Politicking is 
to the fore by them in their 
defence. They will no doubt 
use the threatened 
intervention by the Federal 
Parliament to stoke up support

for the retention of mandatory 
sentencing.

In the meantime the law remains. More 
gross injustices will occur, more 
taxpayers’ money will be spent, all 
without any effect at all on the 
Territory’s crime rate. The ultimate, yet 
predictable horror occurred on 10 
February with a young Aboriginal boy 
taking his own life while serving a 
mandatory term of detention. Is 
anybody game enough to say that such 
a disaster won’t occur again?
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OPENING OF THE LEGAL
YEAR

Chief Justice Malcolm was welcomed to 
Darwin with an informal BBQ at President 
Jon Tippett's home. Chief Justice Brian Martin joined 

Solicitor General Tom Pauling QCand 
members of the Law Society Council to 
welcome the Hon Justice Malcolm.

Danny Masters from Cridlands with Monika 
Trager who is visiting from Germany.

The Hon Justice Riley was among 
others who quickly removed their 
robes after a steamy church service at 
St Marys Cathedral.

The Hon Justice Malcolm spoke to a 
full audience at the lunch in Darwin.

Chief Justice Brian Martin, Police Commissioner Brian 
Bates and Chief Magistrate Hugh Bradley at the lunch in 
Darwin.

Graphic designer Lily Coates with Chief Minister and 
Attorney General Denis Burke. The print was presented 
to Mr Burke to thank him for launching the Law 
Society's new corporate logo.

Judith Bonner, Zoe Marcham and Peter Tiffin, DPP.
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OPENING OF THE LEGAL
YEAR

Nanette Rogers and Rennie Anderson.

The Law Society logo is launched in Alice Springs.
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