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In 2001 there is a markedly different ethos 
in Australian society as regards Aboriginal 
affairs. The RCIADIC is parked in oblivion 
because of this.

During and immediately after the Report 
the NT Government was forever 
positioning itself on the highest building in 
town declaring that none of the deaths 
investigated (99) were in the NT. However, 
since the Report there have been several 
instances of Aboriginal people suiciding in 
Northern Territory prisons and lockups.

One case in point was again Tiwi. In 1996 a 
Tiwi man locked up in the police cell in 
Nguiu for drunkenness, a cell described by 
the Inquiring Coroner as “a disgrace”, 
hanged himself.

There are further instances, post 
Recommendations, where Aboriginal 
prisoners have suicided in custody. 
Everyone knows of the youth from Groote 
Eylandt who did so at the Don Dale 
Detention Centre*

So what, if anything, does Mr Michael 
Gordon say about the Tenth Anniversary 
of the Commission/ His story of hope was 
probably written before he got on the plane. 
In fact he needn’t have bothered getting 
on the plane.

Is it possible to have a proper debate and 
approach to the major issues which exist if 
so much of the “information” is based on 
the media portrayal. Just where are the goal 
posts? The expert’s considered Royal 
Commission Report lies on politicians shelves 
gathering dust. It’s literally history.

Decisions are be made by politicians who 
exist on their inter relationship with the 
media being that hand to mouth grab for 
popularity and power.

On the Tenth Anniversary of the Royal 
Commission The -Age ran the Tiwi Grand 
Final minus the tragic factual backdrop as 
a positive story of hope. Mr Peter Costello, 
the Federal Treasurer, was its centrepiece. 
The story deliberately ignored the facts 
which were the same type of facts examined 
and reported on by RCIADIC ten years 
earlier. It would appear the Tiwi are forever 
branded by the Southern media as the 
positive vehicle re “stories” on Aboriginal 
issues. The truth of that weekend 
concerning contemporary Tiwi life did not 
get in the way.
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NEW NTU-ATSIC AWARD 
RECOGNISES STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT

ATSICprizewinner Eddie Cubillo with Academic 
Support lecturer Fiona Hussin

The NTU Law School and 
ATSIC have joined forces to 
recognize promising new 
graduates in law. The new 
prize recognises the past and 
potential contribution by an 
indigenous law graduate to the 
community.

Awarded for the first time in 2001, 
the ATSIC Prize for the most 
promising Indigenous student who 
has graduated with a Bachelor of 
Laws was awarded to Eddie Cubillo 
at the School of Law Prize N ight 
on 29 May.

Eddie Cubillo graduated with a 
Bachelor of Laws Degree in May 
2001. Eddie’s mother is Larrakia/ 
Wadjigan and his father is Central 
Arremte.

Fiona Hussin, Academic Support 
Lecturer at the School of Law said 
that the support shown by ATSIC 
to Indigenous graduates was welcome.

“Every year indigenous men and women 
are graduating from NTU with law 
degrees. This new award recognises that 
achievement and the importance of 
graduates passing that knowledge on to 
the community,” said Ms Hussin.

Eddie says that his enrolment in the 
Indigenous Pre^Law Program in 1997 
and the support he received at the Law 
School were a big help in getting through 
his degree.

“Pre^Law gave me the confidence to 
know that I could make the grade in a 
law degree. I met people in the program 
and we supported each other in our first 
year,” he said.

When Eddie started studying law, he 
found that law was not as hard as he 
had expected. By attending classes and 
studying he found that he could pass 
exams.

However Eddie found the philosophy 
behind the law hard to accept. This 
made his studies difficult.
“From the beginning I noticed that the 
legal system allows the parliament to

overturn a finding of the court. This 
democratic principle does not protect the 
rights of minority groups such as 
Aboriginal people. Throughout my 
degree I can see that this has occurred to 
the detriment of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. Legislation such 
as the Native Title Amendment Act and 
the Hindmarsh Island Bridge Act were 
bitter pills to swallow as an Aboriginal law 
student,” he said.

In legal circles, the Cubillo name has a 
new meaning. Eddie’s Auntie Loma was 
one applicant in what has become the 
‘Stolen Generation Case’. On the brink 
of his legal career, Eddie is both proud of 
his name and saddened by the outcome 
of the case. “The Federal Court found 
that there was no evidence in this case of 
forcible removal. In one case a thumbprint 
was proof of the opposite. This finding 
only considers one possible interpretation 
of the evidence. The other argument is 
that a thumbprint does not prove 
consent.”

Eddie completed his law degree in 2000. 
He is now employed as an articled clerk 
at the Northern Territory Legal Aid 
Commission.


