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The final linking of the Northern 
Territory with the rest of Australia 
through the Alice Springs to 
Darwin railway will be more than 
just a yam about a couple of steel 
rails and the realisation of a 
century old dream. It’s also about 
the Northern Territory becoming 
more integrated with the rest of 
the nation across a whole range of 
other areas — not least the legal 
professional and judicial systems of 
the Northern Territory.

The national practising certificate has 
been the harbinger of changes the NT 
profession continues to face. Some of 
them will be challenging; others will 
allow a relatively isolated profession (in 
geographic terms, at least) avenues of 
creative engagement with the law 
beyond the confines of the Alice to 
Darwin track.

On the agenda for the Law Society and 
its membership are issues such as multi 
disciplinary practices and limited 
liability.

Already a number of national firms 
have successfully sought relationships, 
if not outright branch status, with the 
local profession. A national — if not 
international — trend associated with 
this is the potential establishment of 
firms that include expertise that is not 
exclusively legal, such as commercial, 
accounting, tax, medical, scientific, 
anthropological, environmental and 
consumer advocacy. Not least, these 
multi disciplinary skills will be brought 
to bear in the growing area of class and 
group actions.

There are potential professional and 
ethical dangers in these trends, and the 
growing corporatisation of general 
medical practice is something that we 
should learn from as the Australian 
Medical Association would caution us 
— especially for sole and/or specialist 
practitioners. On the other hand, there 
are inherent benefits to both 
practitioners and clients in terms of 
expediency and cost.

Limitation of liability for damages is 
another hot topic for national debate. 
The council of the Law Society has 
floated the view that under
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Corporations law, proportional liability 
should be introduced and liability 
should be capped in conjunction with 
professional standards legislation. The 
national debate on limitation of 
liability can be followed in the pages of 
the legal affairs section of The Financial 
Review on Fridays.

Running parallel to this is the growing 
move towards unification of state and 
territory laws towards legislative or de 
jure national codes in a variety of 
jurisdictions from defamation to the 
criminal law.

The growing role of the Federal Court 
and its associated magistracy has the 
potential to streamline processes that 
have become all too expensive and 
inexpedient for both litigant and 
practitioner alike. The challenge will 
be to find appropriate roles for local, 
district and state or territory superior 
courts within a system that will 
increasingly look to national standards 
and benchmarks.

The Northern Territory Government, in 
actively seeking a national role with the 
AustralAsian Rail project, will 
inevitably be driven towards a less 
parochial approach to its relationship 
with the rest of the nation. It is no less a 
challenge for the NT Law Society and 
its membership.
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14 August 2001 
Crimes (Victims 
Assistance) CLE 
Bill Priestley 
9th Floor Conference 
Room, NT

August 2001 
Conflict of Interest 
(Date to be announced)
The third in the series of 
CLE's to be presented to 
Katherine practitioners.

The Law Society 
endeavours to cover all 
areas of professional 
interest and development. 
Suggestions for CLEs are 
welcome.

Location
Practitioners will be notified of the 
location of CLEs via fax bulletins 
distributed to all firms in the week 
prior to the session. If you are not 
receiving these bulletins please let 
the Law Society staff know.

Payment
Practitioners will now be invoiced 
for the CLE directly after the CLE 
session is held. Please sign in when 
you arrive at the CLE on the booking 
sheet provided. Do not send your 
payment with your booking.

Attendance rates (including GST) 
for CLE’s is as follows:

$22 for Law Society members

$27.50 for nommembers

$5.50 for students

Cheques should be made payable 
to the Law Society Northern 
Territory.


