
CROC GETS DAY IN COURT
Should Lara Croft go to jail for 
receiving stolen goods? How long 
should Alf Pacino serve for his latest 
crime spree? Does Tom Raider deserve 
a chance? These were just some of the 
questions put to the participants at 
the Trial of the Century sessions held 
recently at court houses in Darwin and 
Katherine.

Supreme Court judge Justice Dean Mildren 
and magistrate Vince Luppino adjudicated 
the trials which were attended by more than 
60 people and designed to educate the 
community about sentencing guidelines 
and processes used in court.

Actors from the Cavenagh and Katherine 
Amateur Theatre Groups role played the 
accused, eliciting both sympathy and 
antipathy for their characters and crimes.

In results which surprised trial participants, 
the judge and magistrate were tougher in 
their sentencing decisions in most cases 
than members of the public. These findings 
created much discussion and comparative 
analysis in the court houses in Darwin and 
Katherine.

Volunteers from NT Legal Aid, DPP and 
private practice have given their time to 
make Trial of the Century a success. The 
project will travel to Tennant Creek on 8 
November and Alice 10 November 2001.

Even a crocodile had a turn at being judge in the Trial of the Century. Judge Croc was 
kindly released from Crocodlyus Park for the occasion. He is pictured here presiding 
at the Supreme Court in Darwin. See page 14 for more photos.

The 32nd Biennial Australian 
Legal Convention in Canberra 
was attended by a record 
number of Territory lawyers 
this year.

Read about the speeches, 
participants and behind'the- 
scenes machinations of the four 
day event on pages 4 - 6 of this 
issue.
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