
AMBASSADORS FOR THE TERRITORY 
IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY

Law Society Council member 
Duncan McConnel braved the cold 
Canberra weather to represent the 
Northern Territory on the Law 
Council’s Access to Justice 
Committee meeting held to 
coincide with the Australian Legal 
Convention. He provided Balance 
with a lighthearted view of the 
conference and meeting. More 
comprehensive reports from the 
convention, including excerpts of 
the important speeches, will be 
covered in the next edition of 
Balance, Meanwhile Duncan begins 
his story with the flight from 
Darwin:

Things went relatively smoothly.

Jon Tippett began the journey in classic 
Jon style, relaxed in his leather jacket and 
black boots (which, incidentally, he 
didn’t change out of for the whole three 
days — that man knows how to travel 
light!) Jon was to give a speech about 
federalism and the new republic from the 
Northern Territory’s perspective and, 
while it was on his mind, he was taking it 
in his stride and it was apparent that it 
wasn’t going to interfere with the 
maximum enjoyment of this great 
gathering.

Our President spent the four and a half 
hour first leg from Darwin to Brisbane 
twiddling the knobs on his super duper 
first class massage chair until the constant 
upping and downing took its toll. It is 
alleged that further into the flight, Messrs 
Tippett and Morris engaged in a contest 
of electronic battleships on their laptop 
computers, until the flight accidentally 
plummeted 14000 feet in five seconds.
On the ground, meanwhile, Mr 
Southwood worked the room. And 
worked the room. And worked the room. 
In fact, by the time we arrived at the Hyatt 
Canberra, the room had been so well 
worked that I was greeted by a steady trail 
of broken, bleeding and worn out lawyers 
making their escape who, upon hearing 
me introduced as “another one from the 
Territory” seemed to just slink back to their 
positions, wondering at our presence as if 
we were some flood of illegals that had

landed on their doorstep and Just-What- 
Did-Canberra-Intend-To-Do-About-It?! 
All of us, that is except for Tippett, who 
had to finalise his speech.

Friday morning began with the opening 
plenary session, a speech by the 
Honorable Justice Michael Kirby AC 
CMG on “A Centenary of Federation”. I 
was strictly adhering to a timetable set 
down for the Access to Justice Committee 
(10.30 start) and am unable to share with 
the readers the dynamic and engaging 
subject matter of its contents, nor the 
rapturous, indeed raucous reception 
provided by the 500 strong delegation. 
That is, except for Jon Tippett who had 
written his speech but was due to present 
it within five short hours and was, by all 
accounts, preoccupied.

The morning saw each of the delegates 
break away into their various committees 
and councils to get on with the business 
of “Running the Country”. The Access to 
Justice Committee met to discuss 
developments in each of the States and 
the Commonwealth in relation to Legal 
Aid, Community Legal Centres, Family 
law systems, unrepresented litigants, and 
pro bono. We were joined by the National 
Legal Aid Committee, made up of 
representatives of each of the legal aid 
offices in the country, to discuss future 
trends in legal aid and related issues, and 
to assess strategies for lobbying for funding 
during the course of the next election.

The delegation came together again for 
lunch, where the Australian Young 
Lawyers presented awards to organisations 
and young lawyers involved in services 
to the development of the legal profession 
and the community. The awards were 
interesting and served to remind all of us 
that the law is more than time costing and 
budgets, that the law should serve 
everyone and to the extent that it does 
not, it is incumbent on us as lawyers 
to strive to ensure that it does. We 
were all deeply moved. That is, all of 
us except Jon Tippett. He had two 
hours to go and was by now quite pale. 
The leather jacket and boots were, 
frankly, hiding nothing and it was 
clear to those of who know him, that

he was “elsewhere”.

After lunch, there was a bit of time to 
mingle with the other delegates and 
swap our life’s tales. I think they call 
this “Networking”. I forgot my business 
cards.

In the afternoon, the committees reformed 
and reconvened, some reformatted or 
were reconstituted. One or two retired 
altogether, their job seemingly done. The 
Access to Justice Committee was joined 
by a man from South Africa, who told a 
fascinating tale of the legal aid 
experience in South Africa. It served to 
remind us that the problems experienced 
in Australia are similar to those 
experienced in other countries but left us 
with the unmistakable conclusion that no 
matter how badly off we are, we are still 
in an immensely better position 
internationally than many countries for 
whom the idea of having access to the 
justice system is just that — an idea!

Shortly after 2.30,1 slipped next door to 
catch the tail end of a presentation on the 
concept of federalism under a future 
republic. It was thought provoking, 
intelligent and reasoned.

And then finally, the highlight of the 
convention without a shadow of a doubt, 
Jon Tippett’s speech.

It was a rant. It was a rave. It was hugely 
entertaining. It was incredibly funny. The 
full text of it should be reproduced. And 
importantly, it brought to light an 
important and different perspective on 
the republican debate. It suggested to the 
audience that the states, far from being a 
“diffusion of power” on an otherwise 
rampant, all consuming commonwealth, 
could in fact be a harbour for injustice, 
and the denial of rights to its own citizens, 
by reason of untouchable and 
uncontrollable populist policies that 
created an Australia in which the citizens 
of one country could live under such 
different and discriminatory regimes as 
those between the states. The obvious 
examples of mandatory sentencing in 
Western Australia and the Northern 
Territory were identified. But a more 
striking example (perhaps because it took 
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the focus away from the Northern 
Territory’s own experience) was the 
reference to Queensland in the Bjelke- 
Petersen years, when that state became a 
police state, protesters were silenced and 
beaten, Aborigines were denied basic 
human rights, electorates were rigged and 
corruption was rampant.

Jon was rightly nervous. He was speaking 
on a complex topic, to an audience of 
intellects. They could have eaten him 
alive. But he carried it off. He 
demonstrated, once again, the unique and 
forward thinking perspective that 
practitioners in the Territory bring to 
national legal issues. We seem to be able 
to form views on these issues that are 
uncoloured by nationalism (or state-ism, 
as it were). We have no illusions about 
being the best state, or the leading 
profession. We just get in and have our 
say, in the way Jon Tippett did on Friday. 
In the process, we blow a wind of fresh 
ideas into the debate, and we contribute 
in a real practical and important way to 
the development of national ideas.

Later that evening, over a few beers, we 
told ourselves so. Over and Over Again. 
Steve South wood worked the room.

While I was winging my way back to the 
Territory, it came to pass that Steve 
Southwood’s efforts in Working The 
Room were rewarded. In a landslide 
(attributed by some to a late collection of 
proxies between 3- 3.30am in the Cigar 
Bar), Mr Southwood became the first ever 
Territorian to be re-elected to the LCA 
Executive. No mean feat when you 
consider that just last year, he became the 
first ever Territorian to be elected to the 
executive.

The stories of what went down on the 
Saturday afternoon and evening are only 
just emerging. No doubt some of them 
will sweep through your office soon. The 
truth I’m sure lies somewhere short of you 
have heard or read, or will hear soon. Rest 
assured, you were well represented. We 
were ambassadors for the Territory in every 
possible way. We thought not of ourselves 
but of those whom we serve. We stamped 
“NT MADE” all over this baby. And in 
two years time, we’ll do it all again.

So make your plans now, and join us for 
Melbourne 2003. It’s a good time with 
your own colleagues away from the 
competition and grind of you r practice.
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LINES IN THE SAND
As we head towards the end of the 
year, we’ve been thinking that it’s 
time to organise another dinner for 
Alice Springs practitioners. It 
would be an informal affair, along 
the lines of last year’s Christmas 
dinner at the Golden Inn. If people 
are interested, and have 
suggestions for a venue, please 
contact one of us.

Also we are calling for volunteers for 
the Trial of the Century, coming to 
Tennant Creek on 8 November and 
Alice Springs on 10 November. The 
idea behind the event is to educate the 
community about sentencing to 
encourage informed public debate 
about sentencing issues. There will be a 
mock trial, as well as information 
sessions about the sentencing process 
and available options. Volunteers are 
required to play prosecution and 
defence lawyers in the “trial” and also 
lead the information sessions. Ms Deland 
Deputy Chief Magistrate will 
adjudicate the Alice trial, and Mr Ward 
SM will be in charge in Tennant Creek. 
Please contact Katrina Budrikis on 8953 
2242 if you can help.

We will be making Continuing Legal 
Education a focus of the coming year. 
Some time before the end of the year 
Brett Walker Roberts of the Child 
Support Agency will conduct a CLE 
session on child support agreements, 
departure orders and any of those niggly 
problems you have with child support. 
Could interested practitioners please 
contact Katrina as soon as possible to 
discuss available dates and venues as 
well as any specific questions that you 
may have about child support. The 
session will be more useful if it is tailored 
to the needs of Alice Springs 
practitioners, so give a thought to these 
questions which Brett will use to format 
his seminar.

Following on from his very popular 
columns in Balance, Justice Riley will 
be giving a CLE seminar at the Alice 
Springs Court House during the 
November sittings of the Supreme Court. 
The topic of the seminar is likely to be 
court etiquette. We will be faxing you 
notice of the date and final topic.

We are aware that Alice Springs 
practitioners have been missing out on 
the CLEs that are provided to Darwin 
practitioners. If there are topics that you 
would like included in a CLE program 
next year, we would love to hear from 
you. We would also be interested in 
hearing whether anyone would like to 
view videos of the Darwin CLEs.

Finally, we would be particularly 
pleased to hear from senior practitioners 
in Alice Springs who are prepared to 
present a seminar. There are several 
lawyers living here with significant 
expertise in various areas of law and the 
rest of us could benefit from your 
knowledge.

Oh, and one more thing. We are looking 
for some local input for this column. 
We know that there are lawyers in Alice 
Springs who are talented writers. Please 
send us some copy. Until we started 
asking for contributions we had never 
thought of lawyers as having nothing to 
say. ‘"‘‘‘'"'v

Dear Editor,
I refer to the Immediate Past President’s 
column in the August edition of 
Balance, and in particular his comments 
about the “intrusion of democracy into 
the Northern Territory” with election 
of the Labor Government.

The suggestion that democracy did not 
exist prior to the election of the Labor 
Government is arrant nonsense, and Jon 
Tippett, a man I like and respect, knows 
better.

Is it not the case that the CLP formed 
Government repeatedly over a period 
of 26 years because the people of the 
Northern Territory voted them in?

Let me see if I have it right: Democracy 
according to Jon Tippett, does not exist 
when a Government I support is elected, 
but democracy abounds when a 
Government that he supports is elected. 
You must be joking!

Jodeen Carney


