
A great Darwin balcony player
Mary-Lynn Griffith is a 
transplanted Kiwi who has called 
Darwin home since 1990. In that 
time she has completed a law 
degree at NTU, finished articles 
with the Legal Aid Commission 
and been admitted. At the moment 
she is working as a solicitor at 
Priestleys where she specialises in 
plaintiff personal injury work. But 
to use the much-used cliche — 
there is another side to Mary- 
Lynn. A side that is well known to 
devotees of live music in Darwin.

To bowdlerise the truly dreadful Barry 
Manilow song — music is Mary-Lynn’s 
first love and it will be her last. Although 
she does not claim to have written the 
songs that make the whole world cry 
Mary'Lynn has been writing and singing 
her own material since she was sixteen. It 
was at that age that she first performed in 
public when a tour of performance poets 
came to her home town of Rotorua and 
she won the audition to support. She has 
not looked back since.

Her interest in the law began when 
television came to New Zealand and she 
was exposed to early episodes of 
Rumpole. As a result she began studying 
law at Victoria University in Wellington 
in 1983 but all the while continued to 
sing and play. She did not finish her degree 
at that stage. Like many young idealistic 
students before her she found the course 
academic and out of touch with the 
reality of life and practise of the law that 
she discovered working as a volunteer at 
a Wellington Community Legal Centre. 
She dropped out. At the back of her mind 
she always knew that she would return to 
the law and complete her degree.

Fate bought Mary-Lynn to Darwin in 
1990. She crossed the continent from 
south to north in an old car spending her 
life savings on oil and petrol. She arrived 
with four dollars in her pocket and plans 
to keep going to Africa.

She never made it to Nairobi. Something 
happened at the Rapid Creek Markets. 
To raise a bit of much needed cash she 
started busking and made a quick fifty 
bucks. She’d found a home. “Any town

that likes Joni Mitchell covers is my kinda, 
town,” she says only half-joking, “ I love 
old hippies and fringed sarongs.

“I found coming to a Darwin a great 
catalyst for my music. It was an incredibly 
creative place when I arrived, very 
liberating. There were a lot of talented 
musicians around, particularly at Browns 
Mart. It was an open and nurturing place. 
As a result I found myself writing my own 
music and songs again. Something I hadn’t 
really done since I was adolescent.”

Initially Mary-Lynn dabbled with 
carpentry at the NTU but found that she 
and wood could not form a co-operative 
relationship. Accordingly she gave in to 
fate and returned to law. All the time she 
was studying and doing the odd part time 
job to keep herself in guitar picks, Mary- 
Lynn kept performing around Darwin. She 
graced bills at venues as diverse as the 
Dinah Beach Yacht Club, Circles 
Nightclub at the Beaufort Hotel and of 
course the celebrated and much mourned 
Green Room at the Hotel Darwin.

In 1995 Mary-Lynn formed GetFrocked, 
a cabaret ensemble, which toured the 
Territory several times with productions 
such as Glamour in Distress and Limited 
Seasons Greetings. The shows took a 
satirical look at life in the Territory .She 
confesses to being “quite crushed by the 
recent change of government”, which has 
necessitated much re-writing of material.

In 1997 she released her first CD, Fish kiss, 
an album of material that she wrote and 
performed herself. It is to be followed by 
a second, as yet untitled CD to be released 
at Christmas time. She is currently working 
on material for the album with her latest 
band Luckstar. Towards the end of this 
year she will be supporting the celebrated 
blues musician and singer Jaynie Kit on 
the Darwin leg of her Australian Tour .

She denies there is any tension between 
studying and now practising the law and 
working as a professional musician. One 
being essentially a profession practised 
during hours of daylight and the other 
involving staying up all night, wearing 
sunglasses and throwing television sets out 
of hotel bedrooms.

“I’ve always wanted to do everything at 
once, as my mother can vouch. I don’t see 
a tension between the law and my music, 
they are both very important to me.”

“Music for me is not negotiable. It is 
forever. I can’t see myself not playing, not 
singing, ever. There is nothing to match 
the experience of playing music with 
other people. Sometimes law is hard 
because it can be so abstract. With music 
I feel immediately fluent. I can be creative 
in a way that is impossible with the law.”

Mary-Lynn’s musical interests can only be 
described as eclectic. She has played in 
an Indonesian gamelan orchestra and 
played violin in the Darwin Symphony 
Orchestra. She is the mastermind behind 
The All Girl Melodeon Marching Band. 
She has a sitar at home, a wedding present 
from well-known criminal silk and Top 
End visitor David Ross. She is learning 
the piano accordion. Mary-Lynn does not 
have a spare room at home; she has a music 
room, where she stores her numerous 
musical instruments. She describes herself 
as being a great Darwin balcony player: “I 
like picking things up and having a go.”

Her latest love is Jewish and Gypsy folk 
music. This led to the formation of Rivkah 
with a visiting Israeli musician. Rivkah 
was invited to play at Independence Day 
Celebrations in East Timor. And be 
warned, her latest threat is to start a Darwin 
Lawyers Big Band.

And another time and place for Mary- 
Lynn Griffith?

“I’m reading ‘Fiddler’s Moll’ by Yehudi 
Menhuin’s widow and it has inspired me.
I think that it would be wonderful to have 
been around and lived with a musical 
performing genius. The energy and joy 
associated with that must be so inspiring.”
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