
LINES IN THE SAND

Michael Ward SM presided over the session at the Tennant 
Creek Court House on 8 November 2001

McMaster, Katrina Budrikis, 
Jonathon Hunyor and 
myself.

Members of the community, 
including approximately 
15 Aboriginal women from 
as far away as the Yuendumu 
Women’s Night Patrol and 
men from the Laramba 
Night Patrol, attended the 
session. The event was 
introduced by Sgt Rod 
Strong of Neighbourhood 
Watch and the Attorney- 
General Dr Peter Toyne 
MLA.

Alice Springs lawyer Britt 
Lardelli participated in the 
final two “Trials of the 
Century” held in packed 
court houses in Tennant 
Creek and Alice Springs on 
8 and 10 November 2001.
She wrote up her 
experiences for Lines in the 
Sand:

On a wet Thursday evening 
approximately 45 people 
attended the court house in 
Tennant Creek to discuss and 
determine the fate of two 
defendants, Tom Raider and A if 
Pacino. Mr Ward SM was presiding and 
counsel for the accused and defendant 
(who swapped roles mid-way through 
the evening) were two Alice Springs 
lawyers: myself and CAALAS solicitor 
Teresa O’Sullivan.

Two volunteer police officers appeared 
as the accused, entertaining the 
audience with their antics in the box. 
Following submissions from counsel 
and direction from the presiding 
magistrate, the group was divided into 
two to determine the appropriate 
sentence for the accused.

As the facilitator of the group 
determining the fate of Alf Pacino, I 
observed that the group was essentially 
divided into two schools of thought. 
Some believed that the community 
shouldn’t bear the responsibility of a 
person’s actions — “if you do :he crime, 
you do the time” (and plenty of it). The 
others were concerned about prison, 
whether it provided a solution to the

individual problems of the defendant 
and, particularly, whether it was possible 
to be rehabilitated in the prison system. 
In the circumstance of Alf Pacino, it was 
apparent that a custodial sentence 
would be imposed because of the 
seriousness of the offences. The 
discussion was lively and the debate was 
healthy. Whilst some agreed to disagree 
on the sentencing process, even those 
that advocated for a harsh penalty 
determined a sentence which was close 
to that ultimately decided by the 
magistrate. The evening was concluded 
by the delivery of a paper from the 
magistrate on the usefulness of prison as 
a sentencing option and the sentencing 
of the accused by the magistrate.

After a week of rain, approximately 60 
people attended the court house in 
Alice Springs to determine the fate of 
Johnny Japarula and Alf Pacino. Her 
Worship, Ms Deland presided and 
counsel appearing for the defendants 
and prosecution were Georgia

Three groups discussed the fate of 
Johnny Japarula, a 24 year old 
Aboriginal man accused of unlawful use 
of a motor car and assault. The first group 
were the women from the Yuendumu 
Women’s Night Patrol, the second were 
men from the Laramba Night Patrol and 
Tangentyere Council and the third 
group comprised other members of the 
community. The results were remarkably 
different. The Yuendumu women were 
very concerned about the defendant 
staying out of jail as he had a small child 
and needed to be a role model in the 
community. He received community 
service. The Aboriginal men 
determined that he should go to jail for 
at least one year. The other community 
members opted for a suspended 
sentence, as did the presiding 
magistrate, Cathy Deland SM.

The group determining the fate of Alf 
Pacino, like their Tennant Creek 
counterparts, decided again to send Mr 
Pacino to prison. However, there was 
considerable discussion about the 
prison system, whether it really was a 
“hotel” and the availability of 
rehabilitation for drug addiction and 
further training so that Alf could find 
a future outside of prison upon 
release.

Both sessions provided an excellent 
opportunity for lawyers, magistrates 
and the community to meet together 
and discuss sentencing and related 
matters. The community turn out was 
fantastic and highlighted the interest 
in law and order issues.

Russell 
Goldtlam 
and Blair 
McFarland 
talk with 
men from 
the Laramba 
Night Patrol 
and
Tangentyere 
Council at 
the Alice 
Springs 
session
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