
LIFE AS A NTU LAW STUDENT IN 2001
Tuesday April 2001 was National 
Day of Action for university students 
throughout Australia. Two law 
students from NTU took time out 
from the speeches and gatherings to 
be interviewed by Balance about 
NTU, the law faculty and life as a law 
student in 2001.

Paul Canet-Senior is a mature aged 
student and holds the positions of 
Honorary Secretary of the NTU Students 
Union and President of the NTU Law 
Students Society. Paul has a background 
in business and management. He runs his 
own consultancy and hopes to incorporate 
his knowledge of law into his consulting 
work.

Tim Bradley is in his third year in law at 
NTU and is Law Faculty Representative 
on the NTU Students Union. He has 
completed summer clerkships at Ward 
Keller and De Silva Hebron.

Paul: The areas of interest that I have are 
constitutional law, human rightsand 
international law. I am interested mainly in 
the jurisprudence. In the arts area I am doing 
politics, philosophy and ancient history. 
Politics, philosophy and law are a nice 
combination.

Tim: I am doing business law. The stream 
that I am interested in is medical negligence 
and workers compensation but that is yet 
to be decided as I hit private practice.

Are there many options in terms of the subjects 
or streams of study available for students ?

Tim: There are currently a number of 
options of streams at NTU, but with uni 
funding cuts a lot of the faculties have had 
massive reductions in what they can offer. I 
can honestly say that the law faculty has 
been the one least hard hit. We seem to 
have maintained a reasonable degree of 
expertise with a range of options of subjects. 
Obviously we want to keep it that way.

Paul: I don’t feel that most students, 
whether they are law or otherwise, feel very 
secure at NTU at the moment. What we 
have witnessed in the three years since I 
have been there is the merging of faculties. 
The Uni attempts to cover its funding 
shortfalls by merging the faculties together 
and there are disadvantages in that. On 
top of that many courses at the university 
have been dropped, not necessarily law
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subjects, but across the board. The 
combination of those things do not give a 
sense of security. We’ve mentioned come 
of the negatives at NTU, but we should 
mention some of the positives. At NTU you 
do have access to your lecturers. You can 
pick up the phone and invariably you can 
see your lecturer that day or that week, 
whereas down south you may have to wait 
one or two months, or you may never have 
an appointment with your lecturer face to 
face.

Is it difficult for students to enter the Law 
Faculty at NTU? Does the Faculty compare 
with other law schools around Australia ?

Tim: It is a lot easier to get into NTU than 
it is to get into other universities, we admit 
that. To counter that, in no way is NTU 
currently offering significantly less than 
what is offered down south.

Paul: There is prestige associated with 
names of universities. NTU can’t compete 
with that. I would support Tim’s comments 
about about the high standard of NTU.

Tim: There are real benefits of studying in 
a smaller university like NTU. Students find 
it very easy to approach the law fraternity 
up here. A big plus for the NTU is the links 
with local firms. There is a great deal of 
support for students who want to stay on in 
the Territory. That’s a real bonus for the 
local students and for the Territory.

Is studying law all work and no play ? Can you 
party your way through uni and come out with 
a law degree?

Paul: No. There is probably a reasonable 
drop out rate from law. Why? Because it is 
hard. The study is harder in terms of 
complexity, the volume, the readings, 
knowing the cases. The whole discipline of

the law is harder than many arts degrees.

Tim: I beg to differ. I think if you structure 
your study and social time then there is 
plenty of scope for a student to go out and 
party and have a good time as well as 
complete a law degree successfully.

Is university a hot bed of activism?

Paul: No. Generally speaking today 
univers ities are very conservative, 
especially up here. People just want to get 
in, get that piece of paper and go out and 
get a job.

Tim: At NTU there is not so much 
radicalism or protest because it is a very 
transitional university. I don’t think it is not 
there because students don’t want it. I think 
they do to a certain degree. The economic 
climate is such today that students can’t 
afford the time to sit around in cafes any 
more. It is nigh impossible to live and go to 
university without working. That means 
people do not sit around on campus and 
create the ‘radical student culture’.

How do you feel about the opportunities 
available after you complete your degree?

Tim: I think the options of jobs for people 
with law degrees are increasing because law 
affects many aspects of life. The degree is 
useful even if you don’t go into practice — 
you can use it to going into business for 
example. If you went back about five years 
ago there were more people studying law 
than practising law. There has been an influx 
of people going into law in the last decade 
which has made it more competitive.

What would you both like to achieve in 
your roles as law student representatives?

Paul: We would like to see increased 
linkages and communication between our 
Law Society, the practitioners, the Law 
Society NT and our lecturers. Contact, both 
social and professional, between practitioners 
and students is invaluable. The linkages 
and cooperation would be mutually 
beneficial.

Tim: I would like to see some more students 
do the summer clerk program as there are 
so many benefits to it. In terms of future 
employment in the Territory it is so beneficial 
and it takes students out of the theoretical 
black and white letter of law to see how 
lawyers actually practice. It is so important 
for students to do that. I really want to 
encourage it.
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