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which appears to be in English, and 
1936, which contains some English) 
and the requisite conversion tables to 
enable one to move with ease 
between the old and the new law, and 
other treasures such as the Fringe 
Benefits Tax Assessment Act and the 
Act with the silly name which deals 
with what we all know and love as GST. 
The fascinating thing about this text is 
that it comes already underlined, thus 
enabling us all to save on highlighters.

The accompanying handbook, 
boasting in excess of 2000 pages, is 
similarly unsuited to bedside reading, 
but contains extensive discussion and 
analysis of the legislation, inherently 
boring though it is. I delved briefly into 
the Fringe Benefits Tax section, to see 
whether there was anything interesting 
I should seek from my revered 
employer, and found the chapter 
refreshingly easy to understand, even 
for a virtual tax-illiterate such as 
myself.

The volume entitled “Successful Tax 
Study" is a student’s guide to tax 
research, study and exam techniques. 
As such, it is of little or no practical 
benefit to those who can hardly recall

having attended university. To me it 
seemed even too basic for the average 
law student, in that it set out steps 
such as “read the case" and “make a 
summary", and went so far as to 
comment that “one or more Judges 
may describe the facts" and that these 
facts are usually found at the beginning 
of each judgement (how elucidating!) - 
but perhaps I am just out of touch with 
modern learning techniques.

The final volume in the set, the “Tax 
Questions and Answers", contains an 
interesting selection of questions of 
varying length and complexity dealing 
with such practical problems as 
whether leaving a full carton of beer 
for the garbo at Christmas would result 
in the latter having to declare its value 
as assessable income (after one page 
of discussion, the answer is, probably 
yes); whether a life saver accepting a 
watch from a grateful parent of a nearly 
drowned little Johnny would have to 
declare its value as income (if he were 
a volunteer, no, although if he were 
not, probably yes); whether a punter 
whose TAB turnover reaches millions 
of dollars a year should pay tax on the 
profits (if he is carrying on a business,

yes, if merely pursuing a hobby, no); and 
whether the cost of dog food and 
veterinary expenses for guard dogs at 
a scrap metal dealer is a deductible 
expense (yes - but we all knew that 
one, didn’t we?).

Although challenging on an intellectual 
level, the exercises will be of limited 
assistance to the average lawyer whose 
actual client scenarios are more likely 
to require a dedicated trawl through 
the dreaded legislation and handbook, 
unless of course one is fortunate 
enough to have a garbo actually turn 
up in one’s office to query the necessity 
of declaring as assessable income the 
receipt of his carton of beer.

For those of us who are dedicated tax 
aficionados, the books will be of great 
benefit. For those of us who are not, 
they will at the very least enable us to 
appear to understand some of the 
utterings of our clients’ accountants, 
or enable us to reach the top shelves 
in the library!

- Lyn Bennett, solicitor, Hunt & 
Hunt

readers forum - conferences

21-24 May 2003 
Leadr Mediation Workshops 

Darwin, NT 
Tel: 02 9233 2255 
Fax: 02 9232 3024 
leadr@leadr.com.au

14-15 May 2003 
Managing Business Travel

Sydney, NSW 
Tel: 07 5538 6392 
info@bttbonline.com

21-23 May 2003 
AuSAE Conference 2003 

Brisbane, Qld 
Tel: 02 6285 3000 
Fax: 02 6285 3001 

ausae2003@con-sol.com

30 May 2003
Coaching and Teambuilding 

Skills for Managers and 
Supervisors 

Darwin, NT 
Tel: 1800 145 231 
Fax: 1800 145 224 
enroll@skillpath.net

20-21 June 2003
Children and the Law - Issues in 

the Asia Pacific Region 
Brisbane, Qld 

Tel: 08 8946 9500 
Fax: 08 8946 9505 

lawasia@lawasia.asn.au

28 June-6 July 2003 
Criminal Lawyers Association of 

the Northern Territory 
9th Biennial Conference

Port Douglas, Queensland 
Tel: 08 89812549 
Fax: 08 8981 2596 
wildlyn@hotmail.com

1 - 5 September 2003 
18th LAWASIA Biennial 

Conference 
Tokyo, Japan 

Tel: 619 8946 9500 
Fax: 618 8946 9505 

lawasia@lawasia.asn.au 
12 -14 September 2003

Transforming Trauma: Critical, 
Controversial and Core Issues

Melbourne, Australia 
Tel: 07 38314466 
Fax: 07 3831 4477 
warmid@tpg.com.au

23 - 29 May 2004 
The Greek Conference: Ethics, 

Etiquette & Culture 
Crete, Greece 

Tel: +613 9690 2033 
Fax: +613 9696 2937 

emitrakas@bigpond.com
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