
for the record

From cricket to THE 
booklet

Law Week 2003 had a number of highlights.

The first was the cricket match on 
Sunday 11 May.

It is clear to see why some people are 
legal practitioners (or maybe 
Ministers) rather than professional 
cricketers. Michael Grove also tried too 
hard to bowl a bouncer and ended up 
on crutches.

Congratulations to the Chief Justices’ 
XI captained by his Honour Justice 
Dean Mildren and in particular the Most 
Valued Player Dick Wallace SM.

A very pleasant social afternoon was 
enjoyed but the Chief Justice’s team 
needs to watch out - the LSNT 
President’s team is seeking revenge.

It has been suggested a cricket match 
be held in Alice Springs later in the year.

Law Week was launched in 
conjunction with his Honour Justice 
Riley’s Little Red Book Of Advocacy. I 
would commend this book to 
members.

I only wish it had been available when 
I commenced my (mercifully short) 
court career.

The Society has started a marketing 
campaign that should ensure its 
distribution Australia-wide. This is an 
important publication for the Society - 
our first foray into serious book 
publishing - and I believe it will be a 
popular, in much demand booklet.

Included with this edition of Balance is 
a copy of the order form for the booklet.

Crime Tours were held at the Fannie 
Bay Gaol and around the Darwin area. 
As in the past, these proved to be a 
very popular event with the public and 
we thank Dr Bill Wilson for his time and 
effort in pulling the tours together and 
ably hosting them.

Law Week lunches were held in 
Darwin and Alice Springs. Both were 
very successful and members greatly 
enjoyed the performances by Territory- 
based comedian Fiona O’Loughlin 
which were about her experiences in 
the Yorke Peninsula and as a mother 
of five in Alice Springs.

And congratulations to Jenny Devlin 
and Jonathan Kneebone on their 
community awards. The Law Society 
NT’s Award for Community Service to 
lawyers or law firms recognises 
volunteer legal work for community 
groups. Both Jenny and Jonathan put 
a power of work into helping East 
Timorese families to stay in the 
Territory. They were nominated by the 
Portuguese and Timorese Social Club.

The final chapter was the Supreme 
Court Open Day on Saturday 17 May. 
The mock trial went well though with 
some members of the public enjoying 
proceedings so much that it was felt 
they might fall over the edge of the

Barbara Bradshaw, Chief Executive 
Officer, LSNT

public gallery. Perhaps the witnesses 
could join Fiona on the comedy circuit 
if they ever got sick of life at the bar.

We have already started analysing the 
events of Law Week with a view to 
providing an improved version for next 
year. Any comments or thoughts on new 
events would be appreciated.

Our thanks go to the NT Bar 
Association for the Mock Trial at the 
Supreme Court Open Day and to the 
NT Young Lawyers Committee who 
provided the Small Claims workshop 
on the Day as well.

I would also like to thank Nanette 
Hunter, Sam Wilcox, Wendy Morton, Ian 
Tranthem, Supreme Court staff, 
Parliament House staff and all Law 
Society staff who put in such an effort 
to make Law Week a success.

See our “cover story” section for some 
of the more interesting pictures from 
the week.®
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The prospect of changes nationally can make this option difficult to achieve.
1.5 Because of jurisdiction requirements in each of the schemes currently operating in the States and Territories is 

unlikely that a local practitioner will be able to obtain insurance in another State or Territory without having 
established an office in that State or Territory.

1.6 As a result of the matters discussed in 1.5 (above) if insurance in the Northern Territory becomes unaffordable 
because of the size of the pool the only recourse of local practitioners will be to go to the insurance market at 
large and in those circumstances it is doubtful that some of the practitioners will be able to obtain insurance at 
all.

I hope that those that have managed to struggle through this rather doleful article will think about the problems and 
potential solutions to the insurance crisis and will send their suggestions in to assist the Council of the Law Society in 
their deliberations. Comments should be sent to the Secretariat.
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