
Encouraging more Pro Bono
Since the National Pro Bono Resource Centre (NPBRC) was launched by Attorney General Daryl Williams 
on 15 August 2002, it has moved to its own premises at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, 
appointed permanent staff and attracted a number of project workers to assist with its ambitious
program.
As reported earlier in Balance, the 
Centre’s Director is Gordon Renouf, 
well known in the Territory for his work 
with Darwin Community Legal Service 
and the North Australian Aboriginal 
Legal Aid Service.

Established by the Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre (PIAC) and partner 
organisations, NPBRC’s brief, simply 
stated, is to promote high quality pro 
bono legal services across Australia by 
supporting the pro bono activities of 
firms and individual practitioners.

To do this, the Centre has started to 
develop a range of resources to 
support lawyers and law firms and will 
work with the profession and the 
community sector to match services 
with the clients and groups most in 
need of assistance. It is well into its 
ongoing program of consultation in 
each State and Territory and has started
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work on a number of projects 
producing information and advice to 
legal practitioners, community and 
government based legal services and 
community organisations.

Of the dozen current Centre projects 
the most immediate is production of a 
Pro Bono Good Practice Guide and 
Resource Kit, an invaluable resource 
for firms establishing or upgrading 
their pro bono programs.

The Centre is simultaneously 
undertaking projects designed to 
extend pro bono services in rural and 
regional communities and for the 
benefit of Indigenous clients and 
communities.

A key means of achieving the Centre’s 
aims is to encourage the development 
of partnerships between community 
organisations, including community 
based legal organisations, and lawyers 
offering pro bono services.

The Centre also works to address 
barriers to pro bono.

It has, for example, developed a draft 
protocol for adoption by government 
agencies to overcome the fear of loss
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of work that may deter firms from 
undertakingsome pro bono case work.

NPBRC will present the Second 
National Pro Bono Conference in 
Sydney on 20-21 October.

With workshops and sessions for 
current and potential pro bono lawyers, 
the Conference will be an opportunity 
to learn from initiatives in Australia and 
from overseas jurisdictions - including 
South Africa and South American 
countries, the USA and UK.

The NPBRC has set up its website 
www.nationalprobono.org.au which is 
becoming a major resource for 
information and research on pro bono, 
nationally and internationally.

It produced its first eNewsletter 
National Pro Bono News in March 
2003 and will publish an eNewsletter 
every two months.

Interested persons are invited to 
subscribe to National Pro Bono News 
by contacting the Centre or via the 
website at:
www.nationalprobono.org.au/ 
publications/index.html ®
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The end of the financial year is here again, which means it’s time to 
start thinking about getting your tax return organised.

To help you with your return, the Tax Office has produced a publication specifically 
for lawyers.

This booklet includes informaiton lawyers need to know when claiming work- 
related expenses. It also contains other useful tips to help complete your tax 
return, and ensure you claim all your entitlements.

As a lawyer, you may be able to claim as deductions the cost of renewing your 
practising certificate, supreme court library fees, the costs of journals and more.

For further information, get a hold of Occupational Ruling Summary - Lawyers 
from late June from the Australian Tax Office.

Copies of occupational ruling can be downloaded from the website: 
www.ato.gov.au or paper copies can be ordered by calling the ATO’s publication 
distribution service on 1300 720092. Details can be also found in TaxPack 
2003. CD


