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The national pro bono providers made 
it clear that they were happy to be 
contacted directly regarding any 
requests for pro bono and that if their 
firm was unable to assist, they would 
be happy to refer people to firms that 
may be able to help. They also made 
it clear that whether requests for 
assistance were met by firms was 
often a question of timing and 
depended on the number and extent 
of other requests received at the time.

Other solutions from 
without
There was broad discussion about 
other potential funding sources for 
legal aid service providers and 
methods to reduce costs. The 
following points were made:
1. There is limited funding provided 

by the NT for legal aid services 
other than to the NT Legal Aid 
Commission and Domestic 
Violence Legal Services;

2. The Law Society should 
consider not requiring interstate 
counsel and lawyers to pay for 
practising certificates and 
insurance to reduce costs to 
legal aid services;

3. Crime prevention was a potential 
source of funding, both at NT and 
Federal level;

4. Grant programs are available that 
may not be strictly legal but 
could supplement funding, for 
example, mutual responsibility 
in remote communities, 
Department of Transport and 
Regional Services etc;

5. Need to ensure that more funds 
from the Public Purpose Trust are 
available for CLE;

6. Trade unions may be able to 
assist with employment law 
initiatives;

7. Local businesses may be able 
to sponsor some initiatives;

8. Forming cross-sector 
partnerships to apply for

ALRC turns 30
One of Australia’s leading legal The first Commission in 1975 was
institutions, the Australian Law 
Reform Commission (ALRC), 
celebrated its 30th anniversary in 
June.

“Over the past 30 years, the ALRC 
has initiated community debate and 
provided advice to Government on 
issues as diverse as drink driving, 
Aboriginal customary laws, human 
tissue transplants, maritime law, 
sentencing, and protecting classified 
and security sensitive information,” 
ALRC President Professor David 
Weisbrot said.

“The work ranges from the 
modernisation of old laws to ‘overthe 
horizon’ projects like gene patenting 
and the protection of human genetic 
information.

“Often this involves breaking new 
ground internationally.

“Given the range and complexity of 
the ALRC’s inquiries, it is remarkable 
that 84 percent of our reports have 
been substantially or partially 
implemented.

“This success has no doubt been 
assisted by the fact that we are 
careful to provide advice that is 
practical, and that the ALRC has 
always attracted some of Australia’s 
best legal minds.”

funding is popular among 
Commonwealth funding 
bodies;

9. Estate planning may be a 
potential source of funds; and

10. Funding submissions and 
searching for funding sources is 
resource intensive and many 
services are unable to find 
resources to undertake this 
work. Pro bono assistance may 
be available to assist with 
preparation of funding 
submissions.

Conclusion
The meeting was very successful with 
many creative solutions identified from 
within existing resources, largely 
through better cooperation and 
communication between legal aid 
service providers in the NT. From this

chaired by Michael Kirby (now a High 
Court Justice) and included Sir 
Gerard Brennan (later the Chief 
Justice of the High Court), Gareth 
Evans (later Foreign Minister and 
federal Attorney-General) and John 
Cain (later Victorian Premier).

The ALRC has always maintained a 
deep commitment to community 
consultation, giving the general public 
a say in how the law should be 
reformed.

Things that are considered standard 
practice today - the use of public 
meetings and surveys; engaging the 
media to stimulate public debate; the 
use of honorary experts from a range 
of disciplines; and the distribution of 
free consultation papers - were 
methods pioneered by the ALRC.

“The next 30 years will provide a 
series of new challenges caused by 
the continued growth in electronic 
communications, rapid developments 
in science and technology, enormous 
demographic changes and the 
evolution ofthe global economy,” Prof 
Weisbrot said.

“The ALRC will continue to provide 
the community with workable 
solutions to the challenges these 
changes will present.” ©

aspect alone, it was agreed that there 
should be regular meetings of NT 
legal aid service providers to ensure 
that the communication and 
cooperation continues to improve. The 
meeting also produced some very 
positive responses from both NT firms 
and national pro bono firms about 
what is possible and available in 
terms of pro bono.

It was agreed that the Law Society’s 
Legal Aid and Pro Bono Committee 
was the appropriate forum to follow
up the issues from the meeting and 
to work on implementing some ofthe 
suggestions and exploring whether 
there may be other solutions 
available.

There is a need for further meetings 
on an annual basis.©
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