
PRC: Aspirational 
pro bono targets

The National Pro Bono Resource Centre intends 
to launch the National Pro Bono Aspirational 
Target (the Target) early in 2007 and is seeking 
signatories from individual solicitors or barris
ters, law firms and chambers of barristers.
The target is a voluntary one of 35 hours of pro bono 
legal work per lawyer per year. Anyone signing 
before 1 January 2007 will be known as a Founda
tion Signatory for the life of the initiative.
The subject of implementing a voluntary minimum 
target for pro bono has been the subject of increasing 
attention in Australia over the past five to six years.

In the United States, the American Bar Association 
Models Rules of Professional Conduct have, since 
1993, included a voluntary pro bono goal of at least 
50 hours of pro bono work per lawyer per year.

Recommendations for the implementation of a 
voluntary minimum target in Australia have come 
from a number of sources:
* In 1998, the Law Society of NSW’s Access 

to Justice Task Force Report recommended 
establishing a voluntary ‘"minimum pro bono 
commitment"

* 1999 the Law Institute of Victoria resolved to 
encourage its members to dedicate one hour per 
week to pro bono work.

* In 2000 the Pro Bono Working Group convened 
by the President of the Law Society of NSW 
recommended that the Law Society issue a volun
tary pro bono target for all members.

* In 2000, the Australian Law Reform Commission 
Report No. 79 Managing Justice: A Review of 
the Federal Civil Justice System (2000) recom
mended that legal professional associations urge 
their members to undertake pro bono work each 
year

* In 2002, the Chesterman Review of the New 
South Wales Solicitors and Barristers Rules 
commissioned by the NSW Attorney-General 
recommended that consideration be given to 
including an aspirational target of a prescribed 
number of pro bono hours within the Solicitor's 
Professional Conduct and Practice Rules.

The Centre and a number in the profession believe 
that this is the appropriate time for the leaders in 
the delivery of pro bono legal services to adopt and 
promulgate their own set of principles and voluntary 
target.

Key aims in introducing the Target are to raise the

profile of a lawyer’s professional responsibility to 
enhance access to justice for those who would not 
otherwise have access to legal assistance, and to 
work for the public good, and to highlight the shared 
nature of that responsibility across the legal profes
sion.

The figure of 35 hours per lawyer is based on 
consultations with members of the profession and 
the Centre’ national survey findings, and reflects 
what many lawyers are already doing. It represents 
a minimum number of hours of pro bono legal work 
that all lawyers should aspire to undertake.

The Centre will report annually on the number (but 
not the names) of lawyers, firms and barrister's 
chambers that have signed up to the Statement of 
Principles and those that have met the Target. It 
will do this in the categories of law firms, individual 
solicitors, individual barristers and barrister's cham
bers.

Interested parties can sign up to the target at the 
National Pro Bono Resource Centre website - www. 
nationalprobono.org.au/

Are you interested 
n Continuing 
Professional 

Development?
Want to stay up-to-date on 

changing legislation? Interested 
in new areas of law? Want 

to keep expanding your legal 
knowledge?

Then get involved in the Law 
Society’s Continuing Professional 

Development program.
The Law Society notifies members 

about upcoming workshops, 
seminars and Continuing 
Professional Development 

opportunities via fax and email.
If you would like to be added to either of 

these lists, please contact Christine at the 
Secretariat on (08) 8981 5104 or via email 
at ceoDersonalassist@lawsocnt.asn.au.
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