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Darwin 

International Women’s Day is a time to 
acknowledge and celebrate progress in equality 
for women while reflecting on what we must still 
do. Aptly the theme for 2020 was #EachforEqual. 
Reflecting upon the idea that we are each 
responsible for our own actions and attitudes 
to achieve equality; equality is not just a 
women’s issue. 

The collaboration between NTYL and NTWLA 
reflects this ideology bringing together female 
lawyers of different ages, experience and 
expertise to put a spotlight on gender equity 
issues in the profession, for lawyers and law 
students of all genders. Progress is achieved 
through our individual and collective actions.

This year’s event held on 6 March 2020 in Darwin 
certainly highlighted the importance and 
relevance of these issues for all legal professionals. 
We saw over 100 people from diverse backgrounds 
attend as the sun rose to devour breakfast while 
engaging in the enthralling discussion. The breadth 
of people attending, the questions from the floor 
and the engagement highlights the need for these 
events. We thank everyone who got up bright and 
early and are pleased to have enjoyed another 
successful event together. 

We also thank our sponsor MinterEllison and 
the North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence 
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Legal Service for their contribution to fund the 
attendance of four law students. 

This year we were delighted to have her honour 
Judge Armitage as our facilitator bring both her 
experience and a sense of humour to the morning.

Speaking were our four panellists:

 Lindy Morgan, William Forster Chambers

 Merran Short, Department of the Attorney-
General and Justice, Solicitor for the NT

 Susan Cox, Director, NT Legal Aid

 Sophie Cleveland, Partner, MinterEllison

It was an opportunity to hear their stories and 
wisdom as women navigating the legal profession 
throughout their vastly different careers. It was a 
morning of equal humour, insight and reflection. 
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We very much appreciate the time each panellist 
provided to allow this event to occur.

We are grateful for all the positive feedback from 
those who attended and are pleased to advise that 
we are already discussing and planning exciting 
ideas for another event in 2021. 

We look forward to collaborating on another event 
in 2021 and hope to see you all there again.

Traci and Sarah X

Alice Springs 

By Alexandra Craig

Pre-restrictions, the NTYL and the NTWLA 
celebrated International Women’s Day in the Red 
Centre with our Law’N’Bowls event; an evening 
of lawn bowls at the Alice Springs Golf Club with 
arguably, one of the best views of the MacDonnell 
Ranges Alice has to offer.

This year, International Women’s Day saw groups 
across the world call for #EachforEqual, spreading 
the message that an equal world is a better world. 
Speaking to this were two of our female leaders 
and distinguished guests, Chief Judge Elizabeth 
Morris and Judge Meredith Huntingford. Guests 
were treated to a light panel discussion recounting 
lived Territory experience and the important role 
we all play for equality. Their Honours reaffirmed 
how each one of us are integral to creating a 
gender-equal world.

As the sun went down and illuminated the Ranges, 
attendees put their arms out in an act of solidarity 
to strike the #EachforEqual pose, motivating 
and advocating collective action and shared 
responsibility for a gender equal world.

We weren’t to know this would be the last event 
for a long while, or what the coming months would 
look like. In a strange way it was the perfect note 
to finish on. So today, and every day, let’s all be 
#EachforEqual.

Special thanks to our event sponsor—the Alice 
Springs Golf Club and to all NTYL and NTWLA 
committee members who brought this event to 
life, namely Ashlea Begg (NAAJA) and Tierneigh 
Parnell (DCM). 

#EACHFOREQUAL
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