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This book is one of the most valuable sources of relevant contemporary
information on the state of the arl in legal data retrieval, covering as it docs
both the major theoretical issues involved in such retrieval and the nature or the
major systems around the world. Given the pace of development, it must be
recognized that this book has dated somewhat since it was received for revie­
wing~ but that is the fault of the publication rate of this Journal rather than in
any way being the responsibility of the editors.

For the first time, a comprehensive picture of the major themes in legal
data retrieval world-wide is presented in a single source, and the wealth of
reference material will ~l.ssist any researcher in the field. Although the Editor or
this Journal made a small contribution to the "Handbook", thc editors' skill in
bringing together such a range of information from so many divcrse jurisdict~

ions is what stands out as making this book of value.

By contrast with the book just reviewed, from the same publisher, the
"Handhook" has none of the major stylistic problems associated with Mr
Borking's work. The lise of the scicntific rcference citation standard dispenses
with foot- or end-notes, and the quality of the printing is high, making the text
very readable.




