
Air cargo
the toughest examinations ever
By Kelly  Edw ards Cus to m s a ir cargo exam in a tio n  

rate has increased from  
a round  4 0  per cen t to  7 0  per 
cen t in response to an 

A us tra lia n  G o ve rn m e n t c o m m itm e n t in 
2 0 0 1  to place greater em p has is  on the 
e xa m in a tio n  o f a ir cargo. T he  m easures 
are a im ed  a t the  p revention  o f p roh ib ited  
item s cross ing  the  A us tra lian  border and 
h ind e ring , am on g  o the r th ing s , the  
a v a ila b ility  o f f ire a rm s  on the  b lack- 
m arke t.

"These  ne w  arrang em ents  
s ig n ific a n tly  increase the  p rop ortion  of 
a ir cargo sub jec t to  e ith e r x-ray or 
physical e xa m in a tio n  from  Ju ly  2 0 0 2 , "  
the  M in is te r fo r Justice  and C ustom s, 
S ena to r C hris  E llison , said w hen  
a n n o u n c in g  the  new  arrang em ents .

"C ustom s w o rld -le a d in g  risk 
assessm en t tech n iq ues  s till p lay an 
im p o rta n t role in keep ing ha rm fu l goods 
o u t o f th e  coun try , but n o w  th a t 7 0  per 
cen t o f a ir cargo is being exam ined , 
C ustom s is ab le to  broaden its ta rgeting  
s ig n ifican tly . K no w n  w eap ons-sup p ly  
c ou n tries  get p a rtic u la r em p has is  in th is  
ta rg e ting ."

In se tting  C ustom s corporate 
p rio ritie s  in Ju ly  2 0 0 2 ,  C ustom s CEO 
L ionel W oodw ard  said: "W e m ust 
increase ou r capacity to  detect 
p roh ib ited  goods ( in c lu d in g  illic it drugs 
and illegal firea rm s) and provide faste r 
and m ore e ffic ien t cargo exa m in a tio n s  
th rou g h  the  use o f techno log y such as 
c on ta ine r and pa lle t x -ray  m ach ines ."

C ustom s redeployed s ta ff from  othe r 
fu n c tio n s  and used ex is ting  x-ray 
eq u ip m e n t to  ach ieve th e  increase in air 
cargo inspections. To avoid d up lica tion  
in exa m in a tio n s  and to  m in im is e  delays 
to  cargo clearance, C ustom s consu lted  
the  A us tra lian  Q ua ra n tine  and 
Inspection Service.

Express cargo opera tors and o the r 
opera tors w ere consu lted  on a regional 
basis to ach ieve h ighe r rates o f 
inspection  w ith  the  least d is rup tio n  to 
business. W orkab le  and tim e -se n s itive  
s o lu tio n s  are being im p lem e n ted .

C ustom s w ill look at the  app lica tion  
o f new  techno log ies and sophisticated  
in fo rm a tio n  processing fo r c on tinua l 
im p rove m en t in inspection  processes in 
th e  fu tu re .

Customs officer Tony Lundy examines air cargo at the Express Mail Handling Unit at the Qantas 
Freight Terminal on the tarmac at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport.
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