
G uinea , the  firs t o f m a n y  v illages I w ou ld  be 
v is it in g  over the  next ten days w ith  C ustom s 
and police delegates from  A us tra lia  and PNG 
on a jo in t  c ross-border patro l as p a rt o f border- 
secu rity  m easures.

Tw o days ea rlie r I had trave lled  to  T hu rsd ay  
Island in the  Torres S tra it to  jo in  the  C ustom s 
M a rin e  U n it c rew  on board the  A us tra lian  
C ustom s vessel Hervey Bay.

I m e t M a rsh a ll Kaye, Team  Leader o f 
B order O pera tions fo r A us tra lia n  C ustom s, on 
T h u rsd a y  Is land. M a rsh a ll has been w ith  
C ustom s fo r 11 years and has been in charge 
o f p lann ing  cross-border patro ls fo r 1 8  m on ths .

"C ross-border patro ls are a chance fo r 
C ustom s and law  en fo rcem en t o fficers from  
A us tra lia  and PNG to  fa m ilia r is e  them se lves  
w ith  th e  v illages o f the  W este rn  P rovince o f 
PNG and w ith  th e  K iw a i people o f th is  region, 
as w e ll as w ith  the  14  Torres S tra it Island 
c o m m u n itie s  th a t lie w ith in  the  area o f the  
Torres S tra it Treaty zone - th e  region m on ito red  
on these  patro ls. It a lso  d isp lays a un ited  and 
v is ib le  presence by la w -e n fo rc e m e n t agencies 
from  both c o u n trie s ," said M a rsh a ll.

"The  patro ls he lp  PNG C ustom s and police 
m anage la w -e n fo rc e m e n t a c tiv itie s  in the

W ords and p ic tures by. 
C a the rine  M cD ona ld

W

top: The author departing from 
Sui in the Fly River delta.

Te w ere  ab ou t 1 0 0 m  from  shore .
I don 't k n o w  w h y  I had expected 
to  step o u t on d ry land but, 
w h e n  I heard the  w ord s 'w e  

have to  w a lk  from  here1, m y hea rt sank . V is io n s  
o f the  dugong w e  ju s t passed s w im m in g  be low  
did no t w o rry  m e; th e  idea o f crocod iles lu rk in g  
in the  sh a llo w s  did.

I s lid over the  side o f th e  boat, p reparing  fo r 
u n k n o w n  dep ths. Fee ling  th e  ground o n ly  a 
m etre  or so be low  the  w ate r's  surface  I let go. It 
w as  m ud . I s lo w ly  sa n k  deeper. T h o u g h ts  o f 
d ro w n in g  by death  roll w e ighed  hea v ily  on m y 
m ind . I w ond ered  w h a t th ig h -h ig h  sludge and 
p redatory rep tiles cou ld  possib ly have to  do 
w ith  p a tro lling  the  border betw een tw o  
ne ighboring  coun tries . I w aded te n ta tiv e ly  
tow a rd  the  shore.

As I d rew  c loser I cou ld  see tra d itio n a l 
ou trig ger boats resting  on th e  beach, hu ts  
covered in pa lm  leaves, w ove n  m ats  on the  
g round and spears resting  ag a ins t bam boo 
w a lls . Young ch ild ren  ran up to  see w h o  w e  
w ere , w o m e n  s h y ly  sm iled  and w aved  w h ile  
the  o lder m en approached , hands ou ts tre tched  
to  w e lco m e  us to  th e ir  v illage .

W e had reached S igabadaru in Papua N ew
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W este rn  Province, and let us, the  
A us tra lia n  agencies, ga the r in te llig ence  
fo r the  m ana g em en t o f risk  a t the  
A u s tra lia n  border in the  Torres S tra it."

George N ona , C ustom s o ffice r w ith  
the  Border O pera tions Team , w a s  to  take  
M arsha ll's  place on the  vessel la ter in 
th e  patro l. D etective S en io r C onstab le  
Paul A us tin , w ith  the  C rim in a l 
Investig a tions  B ranch o f the  Q ueensland  
Police, a lso jo ine d  the  patrol a t Th u rsd a y  
Island. Federal Agent G arry  C haston, o f 
th e  A us tra lia n  Federal Police, jo ine d  us 
a t D aru, the  a d m in is tra tiv e  cen tre  o f 
PNG 's W este rn  P rovince.

Yorke Is land, A us tra lia , w as  ou r 
anchorage fo r th e  firs t n igh t. The  Hervey 
Bay departed fo r D aru, w h e re  th ree  PNG 
delegates w ere  to  jo in  us early  on the  
second day. Passports w ere  checked and 
d ep a rtu re /a rriva l cards filled  o u t - w e  
becam e accustom ed to  f illin g  o u t these 
cards over the  next ten days, as it had to  
be done each t im e  w e  crossed the  
border.

Les Ture, Papua N ew  G uinea 
In te rna l Revenue C om m iss ion  officer, is 
a s trong  advocate fo r c lose coopera tion  
betw een agencies in te rn a tiona lly .

"The  re la tio nsh ip  w e  have w ith  each 
o the r is exce llen t," said Les. "N o w  w ith  
sa te llite  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w e  o n ly  have to

p ick up the  phone to  
have a cha t and sw ap  
in fo rm a tio n ."

Sab ila  H aono, w ith  
the  Royal Papua N ew  
G u inea C onstabu la ry , 
sa id : "B ecause w e  can 
sw ap  in fo rm a tio n  so 
easily, if I am  fo llo w in g  
som eone 's  m o ve m e n t in 
PNG and th e y  sud d en ly  
go in to  th e  Torres S tra it, 
can q u ic k ly  pass th is  
in fo rm a tio n  a long  to  
A u s tra lia ."

Sab ila  said he can 
see th a t drugs and guns 
have b rough t c rim e  to  
PNG and are destroy ing  
lives. He is a fa th e r o f 
th ree ; one  son and tw in  
five -ye a r-o ld  g irls. He 
kn o w s  th a t police w o rk  
in PNG is dangerous, but 
he loves h is  country .

"I can 't s w im , but if I need to  I w ill 
chase th e  law -b re akers  w ith o u t a life  
ja c ke t."

K a lly  Pam uan , a lso w ith  the  Royal 
Papua N ew  G u inea C onstabu la ry , w h o  
has been invo lved  in every jo in t  patrol 
s ince  day one, agreed. "The  f lo w  o f

in fo rm a tio n  is now  an everyday th in g  
and the re  has been huge success in the  
reduc tion  o f cross-border c rim e ," said 
Kally. "The  coopera tion  w e  get from  
C ustom s, A FP  and Q ueensland  Police on 
Thu rsd a y  Island is rea lly  good.

"W e learn from  each other. W e learn 
w h a t [A ustra lia ] can and can no t do on 
its side. W e are g iven an o p p o rtu n ity  to  
get to  the  Torres S tra it and fa m ilia r is e  
ourse lves w ith  the  w a y  o f life  on th e ir  
s ide, w h ile  a llo w in g  us to  do o u r 
inves tig a tions  on o u r ow n  side ."

"W e don't have the  sam e resources 
th a t A us tra lia  has," said Sab ila , "b u t 
even if PNG does get m one y fo r 
resources I hope th a t the  coopera tion  
betw een o u r cou n tries  con tin u e s  fo rever 
as it's a ve ry  good th in g ."

Sab ila  and K a lly  Pam uan  both live at 
th e  police barracks in D aru. Th e y  are 
w o rk  partne rs and best friend s.

K a lly  w as  ve ry  g ra te fu l to  the  
C ustom s M a rin e  crew s - w ith o u t w h o m  
these  patro ls cou ld  no t take  place - fo r 
th e ir  ass is tance over the  years.

"T h e y  are firs t class; eve ryone  is so 
h e lp fu l," said Kally. "The  w h o le  m a rine  
group con trib u tes  one w a y  or an o th e r in 
its sup p o rt to  a llo w  us to  do o u r job .

top: Marshall Kaye, Team Leader of Customs Border Operations in the Torres Strait, gathering 
information from a villager in Mabaduan.
bottom: Children of the village of Jarai pause for a photograph in between playing with their new 
Customs basketball.
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T h e  it in e ra ry  fo r the  days ahead 
invo lved  v is its  to  v illages across a vast 
area o f the  PNG coastline  - from  close to  
the  Indonesian  border in the  w e s t to  the  
F ly R ive r in the  east o f the  PNG W este rn  
P rovince.

M arsh a ll and Paul, both residents o f 
T h u rsd a y  Island and both ve ry  aw a re  o f 
p rospective p rob lem s in th e  region, 
believe in jo in t  patro ls fo r ed ucation  and 
law  en fo rcem en t.

"The  patro ls shape pub lic  
percep tions o f coopera tion  betw een law - 
en fo rcem en t agencies in the  reg ions," 
Paul said .

T h e  patro ls are a lso p reventive : th e y  
are a c o n trib u tin g  fac to r to  th e  reduc tion  
o f cannab is  sm ug g ling  in th e  Torres 
S tra it.

"C annab is , g row n in the  h ig h land s o f 
PN G , is transp orted  th rou g h  the  
coun try 's  g u lf p rovince, d ow n th e  Fly 
R ive r or overland  to  the  coasta l W este rn  
P rovince v illages. A ttem p ts  are then  
m ade to  take  th e  drugs by boat a long  
the  coa stline  to  trade over the  border 
in to  A u s tra lia ," said M a rsh a ll.

"W e com b in e  in te llig ence  no t o n ly  to 
th w a r t a tte m p ts  to  sm ugg le m a riju a n a , 
bu t a lso to  tack le  th e  o th e r issues such 
as a ttem p ted  gun sm ug g ling  from  
A us tra lia  in to  PNG and a ttem p ts  at 
illeg a lly  en te ring  A u s tra lia ."

T h e  Hervey Bay departed Daru fo r 
the  next p o in t o f anc ho r o ff A ustra lia 's  
Sa iba i Is land. From  the re  w e  trave lled  by 
tend e r to  S igabadaru on th e  PNG 
m a in la n d .

th e y  believed im p o rta n t fo r th a t region. 
On som e v is its , m eetings w e re  no t held 
a t all w h e n  in te llig ence  suggested th a t 
op e ra tiona l ac tiv itie s , such as 
in te llig ence  g a the ring  v ia  speak ing  
in d iv id u a lly  w ith  v illage rs, w ou ld  be 
m ore  bene fic ia l.

A t S igabadaru, one  o f the  m a in  
concerns w as  w ith  traders com ing  from  
th e  h ig h land s and passing  by th e ir  
v illag e  to  trade in th e  Torres S tra it.
Sab ila  and Paul exp la ined  to  th e  people 
th a t th is  con travened  th e  Torres S tra it 
Treaty (the  1 9 8 5  trea ty  betw een 
A us tra lia  and PNG concern ing  
sove re ign ty  and m a rit im e  boundaries in 
the  Torres S tra it, and related m atte rs).

"The  trea ty  ... protects you  and the  
tra d itio n a l people o f the  Torres S tra it," 
said Sab ila .

"The  trea ty  says h o w  th e  sea m ay be 
used and it a llo w s  you to  trave l freely, 
w ith o u t passport o r v isa , to  A us tra lia  fo r 
ac tiv itie s  such as h u n tin g , fish in g , 
ce rem on ies  and, in th is  case, fo r trad e ," 
said Paul. "B u t o n ly  Torres S tra it 
Is landers and people w h o  live in v illages 
a long  th e  coa stline  o f PNG can use it."

"It does no t app ly  to  v illage rs from  
th e  h ig h land s. By reporting  th is  to  us, 
w e  can try  to  pu t a stop  to  th is  illegal 
a c tiv ity ," Sab ila  said .

top left: The children of Jarai welcomed us with waves and smiles into their idyllic beach village.
above: Sabila Flaono, officer with the Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary, chats to two 
villagers in Tais, gathering information and making contacts.
right: George Nona, Customs officer on Thursday Island, at the village meeting in Sui about the 
rules of the Torres Strait Treaty.

Sigabadaru
T he  delegates sp lit in to  tw o  groups. 

M a rsh a ll, Garry, Les and K a lly  trave lled  
to  B u la  and K un ji v illages. Paul, Sab ila  
and I had w aded to  shore  a t S igabadaru.

T he  v illag e  tu rne d  o u t to  greet us.
T h e  c h a irm a n  o f S igabadaru counc il w as 
aw ay, so th e  fo rm e r v illag e  c h a irm a n , 
Gao W ara ia , w e lcom ed  us. T h e  v illage rs 
fo rm ed  a rough c irc le  a round  us on the  
ground .

A va rie ty  o f issues w ere  g ene ra lly  
covered a t each o f th e  m eetings w e  held 
a t each o f th e  v illages. C oncerns d iffered 
depend ing  on the  v illag e  and the  
m essages o f th e  delegates enforced w h a t
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A t each v illage , a fte r c o m m u n ity  
m eetings, the  v illag e rs  show ed us 
a round  and iden tified  th e  resources each 
v illag e  had. S igabadaru had a radio, 
schoo l, nurse  and w a te r ta n k s  funded  by 
the  A us tra lia n  Agency fo r In te rna tiona l 
D eve lop m en t (A usA ID ).

On departu re , Sab ila  than ked  the  
v illage rs fo r th e ir  coopera tion .

A ll the  sam e, Sab ila  m ade one arrest 
in S igabadaru, cha rg ing  a m an w ith  a 
cannab is  tra ffic k in g  offence. Sab ila  
issued the  m an w ith  a no tice  to  appear 
in cou rt, w h ic h  he said the  m an w ou ld  
honour. "H e  has n ow h e re  else to  go and 
he kn o w s I w ill com e back fo r h im  if he 
doesn 't appear in c o u rt," said Sab ila . 
Sab ila  had recognised the  suspect from  
a C ustom s in te llig ence  photograph he 
had stud ied  before leav ing  th a t m orn in g . 
Tais

O ur w e lco m e  to  the  v illage  o f Tais 
w as  th r illin g . Dressed in tra d itio n a l w a r 
a ttire , th e  locals ran a t us a im in g  
arrow s, w a v in g  spears and b e llow ing  
w a r cries. W e w ere  frozen to  th e  spot. 
T he n  M arsh a ll em erged from  behind 
som e hu ts  ho ld ing  h is  sides w ith  
laughter. He had set up th is  d ram atic  
greeting.

W e had flo w n  to  Tais, 4 k m  in land  
from  the  coastline , by C ustom s 
C oastw atch  helicopter. It w as  an 
incred ib le  ride. Andy, o u r p ilo t, w as  able 
to  drop d ow n to  p o in t o u t w ild life  a long  
the  w a y  o r rise above the  c louds to  
sh o w  us th e  v iew s.

W e again had to  trave l in tw o  
groups. M a rsh a ll, Kally, Les, G arry 
departed firs t by tend e r to  the  helipad on 
S a iba i. Paul, Sab ila  and I w a ited  un til 
th e  Bell Longranger he licop ter re turned .

Tais is a v illag e  w ith  an exce llen t 
record. G ary o ften  referred to  Tais a t 
o th e r v illages, as an exam p le  o f the  
good coopera tion  w ith  th e  au th o ritie s . 
"H ave  you  heard o f the  th ree  V ie tna m ese  
m en th a t arrived in Tais on a jo u rn e y  to 
A us tra lia  ea rlie r th is  year?" G ary w ou ld  
ask. "The  v illage rs o f Tais supp lied  th is  
in fo rm a tio n  to  us and the  m en w ere  
captured and are no w  in p rison in Daru 
fo r six m o n th s ."

For th is  in fo rm a tio n , G arry  and

M arsh a ll had b rough t w ith  th e m  a sm a ll 
g ift, w h ic h  th e y  presented to  the  v illag e  
cha irp e rson , S inga S uku .

M arsh a ll and G arry  o fte n  im pressed 
on the  v illage rs th a t issues raised are 
recorded in the  patro l reports and the  
reports b ring  positive  th in g s  to  the  
v illage . Q u ite  o fte n , requests are m ade 
at these  m eetings fo r eq u ip m e n t, or 
issues are raised th a t are no t in the  
rea lm  o f C ustom s o r th e  police, in w h ic h

case the  m a tte r is noted and fo llow ed  up 
w ith  th e  correct agency such as 
Im m ig ra tio n , Fore ign A ffa irs  or F ishe ries 
M ana g em en t, a fte r th e  patro l. G arry  
w o u ld  say: "These  reports are th e  reason 
you have w a te r because these  reports go 
to  A usA ID  and then  you  get the  ta n k s ."

A fte r the  v illag e  m eeting , the  firs t 
group o f delegates to o k  o ff in the  
he licop te r fo r Ja ra i, 1 2 0 k m  from  o u r 
s ta rtin g  p o in t o f Sa iba i. W e had a tw o - 
ho u r w a it fo r its re tu rn . S ingai S uku  and 
the  v illage  school teacher, Sissy, show ed  
m e a round  w h ile  Paul and Sab ila  jo ine d  
in a gam e o f vo lleyb a ll.
Jarai

T h e  v illag e  o f Jara i is on an id y llic  
beach w ith  dugou ts resting  on th e  sand 
and pa lm  trees sw a y in g  in th e  breeze. 
T h e  v illage  m ag istra te , P h ilip  A m b o i, 
and the  e lders w e lcom ed  us. T h is  v illage  
m ee ting  ou tlin ed  d iffe re n t concerns - 
Ind ones ian  fis h in g  vesse ls, regu la rly  
seen in th e  w a te rs  o ff Ja ra i, m ig h t be 
dep le ting  th e  fish  stock.

W ith  a p op u la tion  o f ab ou t 2 0 0 ,
Jara i has lim ited  w a te r supply. Th e y

have no doctor and no tra n s p o rt to  take  
the  s ick to  m edica l fac ilit ie s . An A usA ID  
w a te r p ro ject w as  under w a y  but it had 
no t been com ple ted . The re  w as  a 
k indergarten  teacher, but w h e n  the  
ch ild ren  reached p rim a ry  school age 
th e y  had to  w a lk  to  th e  next v illag e  to  
c o n tin u e  th e ir  education .

W e had a n o th e r tw o -h o u r  w a it fo r 
the  he licop te r so I w and ered  a round  the  
v illage , w itn e ss in g  tu rtle s  being k illed  fo r

food, being sh o w n  the  carcasses o f o the r 
c u lin a ry  de ligh ts  such as boar and 
p lay ing  catch w ith  th e  ch ild ren  - 
M a rsh a ll trave lled  to  each v illage  
equipped w ith  a baske tba ll as a g ift. W e 
w ere  hot, sw eaty, d ir ty  and tired  as w e 
trudged back to  the  tend e r from  the  
helipad on Sa iba i fo r a ride back to  the  
Hervey Bay.
Buji

W e jou rn eyed  to  B u ji, ap p rox im a te ly  
6 0 k m  from  S a iba i, by tend e r a t high 
speed - tra ve llin g  a t ab ou t 4 0  nau tica l 
m iles  per hou r (one  nau tica l m ile  is 
1 .8 5  k ilom e tres ). A t B u ji Les, Sab ila  
and I held a m ee ting  w ith  the  v illage  
e lders.

"T h is  is o u r 1 3 th  p a tro l," Les told  
th e m . "B y  now  th e  people o f B u ji shou ld  
be aw a re  o f w h a t is righ t and w h a t is 
w rong . W e com e here no w  to  gathe r 
in fo rm a tio n . G ive us nam es o f la w 
breakers; w e  are th e  law  en fo rcem en t."

And th e y  d id. T h e  leaders o f the  
v illag e  w ere  honest, the  m ag istra te  
saying : "W e have suspects here; 
sm ugg le rs."



W h ile  Les and Sab ila  w ere  busy 
ga the ring  in fo rm a tio n , a v illag e r nam ed 
Jag escorted m e to  th e  in lan d  part o f the  
v illage . I d iscovered B u ji w as  ve ry  w e ll 
set up; th e y  had a good schoo l, a rad io 
and transp o rt.
Saibai

W e then  m ade o u r re tu rn  passage 
back hom e to  the  Hervey Bay a t Sa iba i. 
T h e  tr ip  to o k  fo u r hou rs - a t f irs t it w as 
b lis te ring ly  hot. The n , as th e  w aves grew  
and the  w in d  picked up, w e  becam e 
ve ry  w e t and cold. T he  th r ill o f rid ing  in 
a tend e r had faded. T h a t even ing  Paul, 
supported  by G arry  and M arsh a ll, 
executed tw o  search w a rra n ts  and 
seized w eap ons. Later, I experienced the  
th r il l o f g u id ing  the  tend e r by sp o tlig h t 
on a n ig h t ride back to  the  Hervey Bay. 
Mabaduan

M abaduan  is th e  largest v illag e  in 
th e  W este rn  Province, w ith  a p op u la tion  
o f a round  1 8 0 0 . To gain access to 
M ab ad uan , w e  had to  tre k  th roug h  
m angroves. I kept a m ore  care fu l w a tch  
fo r crocod iles on o u r tre k  back, as the  
v illage rs w arned  o f th e ir  presence in the  
sw am p s.

No m ee ting  w as  und e rtaken  at 
M abaduan. Instead M arsh a ll, Garry, 
Sab ila  and K a lly  spoke w ith  v illage rs 
ind iv id u a lly , ga the ring  in fo rm a tio n , w h ile  
Paul and I w e re  sh o w n  a round  the  
v illage .

Sab ila  and K a lly  w ere  busy 
inves tig a ting  a serious  assau lt: they  
in te rv iew ed  th e  alleged offender, v ic tim  
and w itne sses  and ind ica ted a charge o f 
a ttem p ted  m urd e r w ou ld  be laid a t a

la te r date. T h e y  a lso charged a m an 
w ith  the  im p o rt o f a p roh ib ited  im p o rt (a 
c rossbow  had been seized d u ring  the  
p rev ious pa tro l).

Tw o m en w e re  arrested and charged 
w ith  drug possession offences. K a lly  and 
Sab ila  uncovered a sm a ll q u a n tity  o f 
cannab is  and an im p le m e n t fo r its use.

M arsh a ll said la te r th a t th e  v is it had 
been a great success: "G o ing  in to  
M abaduan  tod ay and ta lk in g  to  suspects 
ab ou t in fo rm a tio n  I had p rev ious ly  
ob ta ined  on Sa iba i Is land , I w a s  ab le to 
id e n tify  a dea le r in M ab ad uan , a 
sup p lie r in D aru and a rec ip ien t in the  
Torres S tra it," said M a rsh a ll. "I w as  able

to  estab lish  all the  lin k s  in th is  p a rtic u la r 
c a n nab is -sup p ly  ch a in ."
Kulalae

W e trave lled  up th e  Paho turi R iver to  
K u la lae. T h e  e lders requested th a t the  
v illage  be provided w ith  w a te r tanks . A t 
present th e y  co llec t fresh w a te r from  a 
w e ll m ore th a n  2 k m  away.

W e returned to  the  Hervey Bay to  
find  th a t s w a rm s  o f bees had covered 
the  vessel fo r a tim e  w h ile  w e  w ere  
aw ay. The  next day George N ona took  
M arsha ll's  place before w e  lifted  anchor 
fo r Daru.
Sui

T h e  o rig ina l p lan w as to  anc h o r o ff 
Param a but, as w e  no longer had a PNG 
C ustom s rep resenta tive  on board (Les 
had le ft us), th e  decis ion w as  taken  to  
anc ho r o ff Daru and go to  the  Fly R iver 
region by tend e r fo r eas ie r C ustom s and 
Q ua ra n tin e  c learances.

I collected m y boots from  the  eng ine 
room  th e  p rev ious even ing , w h e re  I 
o ften  placed th e m  to  d ry in the  heat o f 
th e  generator, to  find  th e m  w h ite  w ith  
sa lt: I had fo rgo tten  to  rinse th e m  a fte r 
w a lk in g  th rou g h  sea w ater. A q u ick  
po lish  and th e y  w ere  ready fo r the  next 
day's v is it.

The  v illag e  m ee ting  a t Su i w as  a

top left: The villagers of Kulale stand on the edge of the Pahoturi River to greet the delegates and 
Customs Marine crew on arrival by tender. From left: Customs Border Operations Team Leader 
Marshall Kaye, Federal Agent Garry Chaston, Queensland Police Detective Senior Constable 
Paul Austin, Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary officer Kally Pamuan and Customs Marine 
Unit crew Tony Burke and Sana Mills.
above: Three girls in Tais who loved the flash of the camera.

top left: A woman from the village of Parama, with her pet Cus Cus.
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grand affa ir. W e w ere  seated a t a large 
tab le  on a p la tfo rm  and the  v illage rs sat 
on w oven  m ats.

George ind ica ted to  the  v illage rs tha t, 
even if th e y  o n ly  spoke P idgin or broken 
Eng lish , th e y  cou ld  ta lk  to  h im  abou t 
a ny th ing . 'E s s o ,1 George w o u ld  say 
w h e n  suggestions w ere  m ade. The  
w ord , m ean ing  'th a n k  y o u 1, has been 
adopted by m ost o f th e  7 0 0  d ia lec ts  in 
PN G . He w o u ld  then  c o n tin u e  in C reole, 
the  language c o m m o n ly  spoken by 
Torres S tra it Is landers.

A lo t o f th e  people from  Sui have 
fa m ily  ties w ith  the  people on Yorke 
Island. George used th is  as a reason to 
do the  righ t th ing .

"E ve ryone  is happy here - people are 
s m ilin g ," George said . "B u t if th e  adu lts  
do so m e th in g  bad, it w ill a ffect th e  kids. 
M y fa m ily  is fro m  Badu and I like  to  
trave l to  see th e m . If the  ad u lts  do 
a n y th in g  bad in the  v illages it w ill stop 
th e ir  k ids from  being able to  trave l to  
Torres S tra it to  keep ties  w ith  tra d itio n a l 
fa m ilie s .

"If w e  find  guns o r cannab is  on you 
d u ring  y o u r tra d itio n a l v is its , yo u r rights 
to  trave l w ill be stopped. T h e  sam e w ith  
b ring ing  people to  th e  Torres S tra it - yo u r 
tra d itio n a l v is ita t io n  rights w ill be taken  
aw ay. People m ay try  to  pay you m any  
k ina  [PN G  currency] to  take  th e m  to 
A us tra lia . D on't take  th e m . R eport th is  to  
us, to  report it to  th e  A us tra lian  
G ove rnm en t. If you take  th e m , w e  w ill 
be the re  to  arrest you , th e  sk ip p er w h o  
o w n s  the  boat w ill be arrested and the  
boat w ill be seized.

"The  trea ty  is a p recious th ing . O n ly  
people on th e  border have it. If too 
m a n y  people don't do the  righ t th ing , 
o u r g overnm en ts  w ill say it's too  m uch 
tro u b le  and fin is h  it." K a lly  concentra ted  
on a n o th e r p rob lem  fac ing  the  people o f 
S u i - illegal a lcoho l m ade from  coconuts. 

Parama
M a n y o f the  issues raised by the  

delegates a t Su i w ere  spoken o f again at 
Param a, a v illage  on Param a Island at 
th e  sou the rn  end o f the  F ly Delta.

It w as  ob v ious th a t m a n y  o f the  
v illage rs w an ted  to  w o rk  w ith  the  
a u th o ritie s  to  find  so lu tio n s . One p o in t

raised w as  ab ou t the  need fo r 
a c h e ckp o in t a t Param a to  
police m o ve m en ts  a long  the  
F ly River. "You w ill never stop 
[illega l a c tiv ity ] because the re  
are no check po in ts  here ," 
one  e lder said . G ary rep lied:
"U n til th is  can be done, you 
m u s t w o rk  w ith  us to  look 
a fte r y o u r c o m m u n ity ."

The re  w ere  a lso concerns 
am on g  th e  v illag e rs  th a t 
g o ve rnm en t o ffic ia ls  w ere  
invo lved  in th e  can nab is  and 
fire a rm s  trade. George said 
th a t if the  locals k n o w  o f any 
o ffic ia ls  b reak ing  th e  law, 
th e n  to  let th e m  k n o w  th e ir  
nam es and th e y  w ill pass the  
in fo rm a tio n  on to  som eone  
w h o  w ill inves tiga te .

"I w e a r a un ifo rm ! If 
people w ith  m y s u rn a m e  - m y 
ow n  blood - take  drugs across border, I 
w ill s till a rrest th e m , because I w e a r th is  
u n ifo rm  and I w ill do m y job !"
Daru

Sebastian , a Daru C ustom s officer, 
m e t us a t the  Daru w h a r f  on the  
m o rn in g  o f ou r n in th  day.

He had Sab ila  and K a lly  w ith  h im ; 
th e y  had both le ft the  sh ip  th e  p revious 
even ing  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  hom es on 
D aru. W e all piled in to  th e  back o f 
Sebastian 's  ute and w ere  given a to u r o f 
the  is land  inc lu d in g  th e  police s ta tion  
and the  C ustom s head q uarte rs  w h ic h  
consis ts  o f one room  fo r fo u r officers.

The  is land  o f Daru is fasc in a tin g  - 
crow ded streets, th e  m a in  m ode o f 
tra n s p o rt by foo t, sup e rm arke ts  w ith  
h u m a n  secu rity  cam eras - people 
perched on h igh cha irs , barred 
w in d o w s , concrete  floo rs  and locals 
ou ts id e  se lling  w ares .

W e stopped at th e  crocod ile  fa rm .
W e entered a fenced paddock c o n ta in in g  
sho u ld e r high grass and caged 
crocod iles. O ne o f th e  cages had a ho le  
nea rly  one  m etre  in d iam eter. I 
questioned  the  ho le  and w as  to ld  no t to 
w o rry  because if th e y  spotted any crocs 
on th e  w ro n g  side o f the  fence th e y  
w o u ld  k ill th e m  and feed th e m  back to

the  o the rs. I w an ted  to  escape the  long 
grass and p rac tica lly  ran o u t o f the  
fenced paddock to  th e  sa fe ty  o f the  ute, 
nea rly  stepp ing  on a fe w  dead, sk inned  
crocod iles ready fo r eating .

T h e  m arke ts  sold m ea t p roducts like  
deer, cus cus (p ossum ) and dugong, 
w h ic h  can be hun ted  legally  under the  
tra d itio n a l rights o f the  Torres S tra it 
Treaty. The re  w ere  people se lling  p lastic  
bags in w h ic h  to  pu t the  m ea t you had 
bought, b ee tle -nu t, sold w ith  m usta rd  
and lim e  (crushed cora l), w h ic h  are 
chew ed by m a n y  locals, as w e ll as o the r 
item s such as w ood en  carv ings, c lo th ing  
and w oven  m ats. I s tum b led  on logs 
th a t w ere  ac tu a lly  deer legs d iscarded 
fro m  a s ta ll.

W e sailed  to  T h u rsd a y  Island the  
fo llo w in g  day. For m e, th e  jo u rn e y  had 
com e to  an end. For M a rsh a ll, George, 
Paul, Garry, Kally, Sab ila  and Les, 
reports needed to  be sub m itted  as 
arrests had been m ade invo lv in g  
w eap ons  im p o rta tio n  and cannab is  
exp o rta tion  and a large a m o u n t o f 
in te llig ence  had been collected th a t 
w o u ld  be fo llow ed  up on. Inq u ir ies  
w o u ld  be conducted and fu r th e r action 
w o u ld  be taken  as a resu lt o f th e  1 3 th  
jo in t  c ross-border patro l.
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