
R E M O T E  C O A S T A L
S U R V E I L L A N C E
S T R E N G T H E N E D

Surve illance  o f h igh-threat app roaches 
o ff the  no rth -w e s t coa stline  o f A ustra lia  
w ill be g rea tly  enhanced a fte r the  
ex te ns ion  and sealing  o f the  M ungalalu 
T ru s c o tt A irbase  runway, on the  W este rn  
A ustra lian  coast.

The  M in is te r fo r  Justice and C us to m s, 
S e n a to r C hris  E llison , v is ited  the  a irbase 
to  announce th a t the  runw ay ex te ns ions  
w ou ld  enab le C usto m s Dash-8 m a ritim e  
su rve illance  a irc ra ft to  use the  a irfie ld , 
d ram a tica lly  increasing  the  tim e  
availab le fo r  surve illance on each 
m iss ion .

The a irbase , m idw ay be tw een B room e 
and D arw in , now  op e ra te s  as a base fo r  
the  sm a lle r C us to m s C oas tw a tch  
a irc ra ft, inc lud ing the R e im s and Islander 
su rve illance  planes.

The ex te n s io n s  w ill a llow  Dash-8 a irc ra ft 
to  increase  the  tim e  on surve illance by 
up to  tw o  hours each flig h t. Th is  
equa tes  to  an add itiona l tw o  m illion  
square nau tica l m iles a year.

Dash-8 a irc ra ft are equipped w ith  
e lec tron ic  senso rs , radar and a sa te llite  
c om m u n ica tio n  sys tem  w hich a llow s live 
tra n s m is s io n  o f still and v ideo im ag ery  
fro m  the  a irc ra ft.

The  he ritag e-lis ted  M ungalalu T ru s c o tt 
A irbase  played a role in th e  de fence of 
n o rth e rn  A ustra lia  in WWII, and still 
se rve s  as a base fo r  ou r b order 
p ro te c tio n  fo rce s .

C oas tw a tch  a irc ra ft pa tro l an o ffs h o re  
m a ritim e  area o f around 3 .6  m illion  
square nau tica l m iles each year, 
d e tec ting  ac tiv itie s  such as people 
sm ugg ling , illegal fish ing , m arine  
po llu tion  and drug tra ffic k in g .

The re  has been a s tron g  tra d itio n  o f 
c oo p e ra tion  be tw een the  c o m m u n itie s  in 
the  K im b erley  and the A ustra lian  
G ove rnm en t in p ro tec ting  ou r bo rd ers . 
Local people helped build the  orig ina l 
a irs tr ip  in 1 9 4 4  and las t yea r the 
W unam bal G aam bera A borig ina l 
C o rp o ra tio n  (WGAC) signed a lease w ith  
Trip le A A ir S e rv ic es  to  op e ra te  the 
M ungalalu T ru s c o tt A irbase .

Advance paym en t o f $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  
landing fe e s  by C oas tw a tch  has enabled 
Trip le A A ir S e rv ic es  to  extend  the 
runw ay and w ill a llow  Dash-8 a irc ra ft to  
use the a irbase  fo r  th ree  yea rs .

Th is  ex tens ion  is a g re a t exam p le  o f 
com m un ity , ind us try  and C us to m s  
w o rk in g  to g e th e r to  b o o s t b o rd er 
p ro tec tion .
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